




Chechen capital in grip of rebels 
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Thectronelayeravrc 
siiffei^thewbf^damageeveT 
recorded,dtietoac6aibnwtion 
of pollution and intense cold at 
high altitude. 

. The measutemrats, at Ler- 
wick in Shetland and Cam- 
borne in Cornwall, surprised 
and alarmetl saentiste, They had 
forecast that the ozone should 
beonthe vergeof starting are- 
cavery after decades of deteri- 
. oration, tlmnks to international 
treaties curbing emissions of the 
industrial gases and solvents' 
which destroy it. 

' The ozone layer absorbs 
much of the harmful ultravio- 
let B radiation in the suns rays. 
High levels of these UVB rays 
can cause skin cancer and 
cataracts in humans, and can 
affect the environment, in- 
cluding crops, wild plants and 
sea plankton. 

On Tuesday the Met Office 
ozone recording station at Ler- 
wick, one of only two in the 
country, recorded 195 Dobson 
- Units - a measure of the total 
quantity of ozone in the at- 
mosphere immediately above. 
It was the first time there had 
been a reading below 200 in 
Britain. The same few levels 
were recorded as^ faraway as 
Cornwall, where ffieinedsitre 
was 206 Dobson Units. Thai was 

the lowest level recorded there 
since it was set up 17 years ago. 

At I-erwick, this February's 
readings have, overall, been 
well below the month’s tong 
term average - but they have 
been especially low in the past 
10 days, reaching a peak with 
Tuesday's record. ... 

Dr Joe Farm an, the British 
Antarctic Survey scientist who 
• first discovered the ozone hole 
over. the South Fale,.saI3: “This 
is . certainly significant, and 
: shows : th e problems _ haven’t 
. gone away. ' , 

„ ...‘iWve warned that dungs 


Where the damage 
is being done 
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Ozone desiiL'Ction 
• takes place on icc 
clouds inside the 
vortex 
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How the ozone has thinned 



would get worse before they 
start to get better, but it’s im- 
possible to make any precise 
predictions. "With the very cold 
winters we have been getting at. 
high altitude, the ozone loss 
. could well accelerate.” 

Ozone is a gas found at very 
low concentrations in air. It ab- 
sorbs UVB in the stratosphere 
- the upper atmosphere above 
35,000 feet- and its concentra- 
tion there fluctuates with chang- 


ing weather patterns and season. 

But. there has been a gradual 
' global decline in this high level 
ozone for several decades, 
th anks to the rapidly growing 
use . of chemicals containing 
chlorine and bromine used in 
refrigeration, air conditioning 
and dry cleaning. These CFCs 
. (chtoroffeorocaibons) aqd oth- 
er compounds escape slowly 
into the stratosphere. 

The first severe and rapid 


ozone destruction was detect- 
ed above the Antarctic iu the 
mid-1980s. Each Spring in the 
southern hemisphere an “ozone 
hole" opens up there - a con- 
tinent-sized patch of stratos- 
phere in which half or more of 
the ozone has been lost. 

This is caused by a complex 
cycle of chemical reactions, dri- 
ven by sunlight, which take 
place on the surface of high al- 
titude ice clouds. 

Scientists have been debating 
whether simil ar ozone holes 
could open up over the Arctic, 
covering populated regions in 
northern Europe, Russia, Alas- 
ka and Canada. 

They have monitored sub- 
stantial ozone losses in recent ; 
northern hemisphere Springs. 
Last year’s was among the worst 

ever. 

Dr Fannan said the ozone de- 
struction taking place this 
Spring over the northern hemi- 
sphere could be worse still. 
“We have to get it through to 
the politicians that we -have 
not yet cleaned up this stuff,” 
he said. 

Man-made global wanning, 
caused by a build-up of beat 
trapping gases, appears to be ex- 
acerbating the ozone loss. 
While temperatures rise in the 
lower atmosphere, those in the 
stratosphere drop. This makes 
sustained ozone destruction 
■ more likely, because it helps the 
formation of the high level ice 
clouds and allows them to ex- 
ist for longer. 

Since 1987, a series of in- 
ternational negotiations have 
imposed tighter controls on 
the production of ozone-de- 
stroying chemicals. 

The latest agreement, under 
this Montreal Protocol treaty, 
took place in Vienna last De- 
cember. But environmental or- 
ganisations like Greenpeace 
and atmospheric scientists like 
Dr Farm an say the rale of 
progress is still too slow. 



Spoils of war: Homes in Grozny smoulder after a fierce bombardment du, JjSy este " , ^y’® 
clashes between Russian troops and separatist guerrillas Photograph: ai-p 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Chechen rebels last night ap- 
peared lo have taken control of 
a third of Grozny, after launch- 
ing their most intensive offen- 
sive for months in an attempt 
to steal the limelight from Russ- 
ian President Boris Yeltsin’s 
efforts to settle the conflict. 

After a second day of fero- 
cious street fighting and heavy 
shelling in the" wrecked capital, 
Russian reinforcements were 
streaming in to flush out the 
Chechens, who had seized more 
than SO Russian construction 
workers as hostages and were 
reportedly trying to storm the 
city’s television centre. 

'Medical teams were unable 
to reach the bodies littering the 
streets because of the intensity 
of the fighting, according to the 
Russian' news agency Interfax. 

After promising Russians 
that he would solve the 15- 
momh war before the presi- 
dential elections in June. Mr 
Yeltsin was yesterday faced 
with a worsening conflict that is 
threatening his poll prospects. 

The Chechens appeared to 
have stepped up the attack to 
coincide with a meeting of the 
Russian Security Council to 
hammer out a solution to the 
war, in which some 30.000 lives 
have been lost. 

The president said after the 
meeting that he had a frame- 
work of a blueprint for a set- 
tlement. and promised to reveal 
more next month. 

But as he spoke reports 
poured in of renewed fighting, 
in which Russian troops were 
under fire all across the city. 

A force of between 500 and 
1,000 rebels were in the city on 
the orders of the Chechen 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev, who 
is* rumoured to have placed 
them under command of 
Shamil Basavev, who led the 
mass hostage-taking raid on a 
southern Russian town last 
year. Although most reporters 
were prevented from access, re- 
ports trickled out of battles 
around the city-centre head- 
quarters of the regional gov- 
ernment. and almost every 
Russian-occupied military post 

Reports also circulated that 
the rebels - who seized sever- 
al police stations, a hospital and 
a hostel - had cut off the Russ- 
ian lines of communication, 
creating confusion among their 
ranks. 

Thorn in Yeltsin’s side, page 13 


ftury over secret plan to scrap job rights 
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WSraCiA WYNN DAVIES 

V Pqfetkat Correspondent 

.. Michael Heseltine was at the 

ceptoe of a; political row last 
"night ’after a leaked letter re- 
■ veated secret plans by the Gov- 
ernment to scrap" the _ unfair 
dismissal rights of millions of 
. workers in small firms. - 

.. The proposal by Mr Hesel- 
inm, the Deputy Prime Mnus- 
' ter, suffered -a humiliating 
•. .setback yesterday after the leak 
forced John Major to scrap an 
fm nf w mccmentplanned foment 

Monday. , 

' ‘ = But it was clear that tne. 

• Government would seek to re- 
move the industrial tribunai- 
Tiefats of up to lOirullion work-; 
eraT if it could do so without • 
falling foul of other laws. 

- Mr Major's intervention at 

Prime Minister’s Question s fol- . 
lowed the leak of a letter from 
Ian Lang, President or the 
Board of Trade, warning Mr 


BRIKI 


Oil spill report 

TTie pitot and captain of tbeSaz 
Empress failed to discuss a plan 
of action to take the tanker into 
Milford Haven before she ran 
aground, according to an in- 
terim report on the ofl spin pnb- 
lisheti yesterday '•> Plage .3 


Michael Heseltine: His Idea 

suffered humiliating setback 

Heseltine of his “grave doubts” 
about going public with the 
“immensely controversiaT sug- 
gestion without taking legal 
advice! 

The letter," passed to the lib- 
eral Democrats, disclosed that 
'an announcement was sched- 
uled to be part of a package of 


measures on cutting red tape for 
small businesses at a conference 
oh Monday. 

Between 9. and 10 . million 
'Workers could be affected by the 
proposal originating from Mr 
Heseltine’s Deregulation Unit 
with a suggested saving of 
£200m in the costs of unfair dis- 
missal and other employment 
claims in industrial tribunals. 

Mr Lang’s suggestion in the 
letter that legal advice should 
be taken from the Govern- 
ment’s law officers stems from 
fears within the Department of 
Trade and Industry that sweep- 
ing away the rights of workers 
in small firms could fall foul of 
European law on sex discrimi- 
nation, equal pay and pensions, 
maternity, health and safety 
and disability. 

There was little sign yester- 
day, however, that ministers 
had any intention of dropping 
the plans altogether. 

Tony Blair, the Labour 


leader, appeared lo conclude af- 
ter Commons exchanges with 
Mr Major that the proposal had 
been “dropped". But Mr Major 
confined his reply to the Mon- 
day announcement and em- 
phasised: “There can be no 
employment rights if there is no 
employment What we are seek- 
ing to' do is to maintain a fair 
balance between the rights of 
employees and the burdens on 
employers. We are therefore 
proposing to reduce or remove 
unnecessary burdens." 

The leaked letter indicated a 
determination on the part of Mr 
Heseltine to press ahead, de- 
spite potential legal risks. 

Mr Lang said: "I ... fully ap- 
preciate the desirability of be- 
ing able to make positive 
statements at the conference on 
11 March. I have to say, how- 
ever, that I have grave doubts 
about the wisdom of making any 
ann ouncement about this par- 
ticular issue until we have 



Ian Lang: Warned of ’grave 
doubts' over the plan 

received the law officers’ advice 
on what might be legally 
possible. 

“Any suggestion that em- 
ployees in smaller firms were to 
be denied employment rights 
would, of course, be immense- 
ly controversial and it might 
be imprudent to attract such 


criticism only to have to retract 
the proposals ai a later date.” 
The plan drew immediate 
and loud condemnation from | 
the opposition parties and the , 
TUC. Don Foster, the Liberal 
Democrat education and em- 
ployment spokesman, said: 
“TTie letter reveals a shabby at- 
tempt at deregulation to save 
£200m. It also reveals that 
Michael Heseltine is trying to 
call the tune of many different 
Government departments.” 
David Blunkett. the shadow 
Secretary of State for Education 
and EmploymenL said the pro- 
posal was the ‘thin end of the 
wedge" and the first step to- 
wards denying protection to all 
employees. “We need positive 
ways to enable small firms lo de- 
velop. That should include a 
partnership approach between 
employers and employees, so 
that far more cases are re- 
solved through conciliation well 
hefore the tribunal stage." 
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missing candidates who are 
good at thinking at depth but 
not good verbally.” 

Tile classic example of the 
second type would be Dr 
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Michael Ramsay, who became 
an outstandingly holy Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury despite 
what was regarded by his col- 
leagues as a legendary soda! in- 
competence. Chris Brain, the 
leader of the Niue-O'Clock 
Service cult in Sheffield, who 
passed all the- hoops of the An- 
glican selection procedure, 
would be an example of some- 
one the new tests might help to 
exclude. Dr Cunliffe said. 

The new tests, which will be 
regarded as a mixed blessing by 
many, will be added to the pre- 
sent selection process. This de- 


rives from that used by the army 
to select its officers. 

Psychological testing is al- 
ready used by the Roman 
Catholic Church lo screen its 
candidates for the ministry, but 
theirs places a greater empha- 
sis on psychological stability 
under the strains of celibacy and 
loneliness, which are not ex- 
pected to afflict Anglican can- 
didates to the same extent 

The problem which confronts 
many Anglican dioceses is that 
many of their prospective 
priests come from a narrow 
background, and have little 


feeling for the traditional role 
of the Church of England as 
something open to everyone. 
Their model of a congregation 
is of a self-conscious group 
clearly distinguished from the 
rest of society while litis may be 
the fate of the Church of Eng- 
land, it is one which the au- 
thorities arc anxious to avoid. 
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Major pledges EU money 


IX BRIEF 3 


DONALD MACINTYRE AND 
COUN BROWN 

A promise that a Tory govern- 
ment would only enter a single 
currency following a referen- 
dum is how in prospect within 
weeks. 

This emerged \ esierday after 
John Major ordered the Cabi- 
net to finally resolve a split over 
a referendum, to defuse a new 
spate of Euro-secptic unrest. 

Mr Major revealed in the 
Commons yesterday that min- 
isters were "considering the 
circumstances in which a ref- 
erendum may be appropriate.” 
His disclosure came as the Gov- 
ernment decided to avoid a full 


dress vole on next week's White 
Paper on the Inter-Govem- 
mental Conference on the fu- 
lure of the European Union. 

Instead business managers 
are resorting, for the first lime 
since 1979, To ordering a light, 
one-line whip, to avoid the 
embarrassment of being de- 
feated on a full turn-out. 

Senior Conservative MPs last 
night predicted the Govern- 
ment would defuse Tory back- 
bench unrest with a commit- 
ment before Easter to a refer- 
endum on the single currency. 

Kenneth Garke. the Chan- 
cellor. however, has been hold- 
ing out against any commitment 
to a referendum. Mr Major 


Pollster -For.% Against % Don't know 


June 1995 
Dec 1995 


MORI • , 29 

■ MOP 24 - 


60 ->-£.^17:1 


GaHup asked a morecfetailed qoestion ln December 1995: 
Keep open the option of joining at the start ■' ; 38% 
Decide not to join but keep ophon of joining Jatef - '23% 
Reject a singe currency - •• - : 31% 

Don't Know '-7%. 


has not vel won him over, but 
was said to be preparing further 
Cabinet pressure (o overcome 
his opposition. Mr Garke has 
the strong backing of Michael 
Heseltine. 

Up to now Michael Portillo. 


Police chiefs to set up 
inquiry into stalking 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

A national sursey into stalking 
is to be curried out after police 
chiefs concluded yesterday that 
the present law against people 
who harass and intimidate their 
victims is inadequate. The move 
follows a series of high-profile 
court eases involving stalkers 
and amid growing concern that 
the existing legislation fails to 
protect women adequately. 

Senior police officers decid- 
ed yesterday to set up an inquiry 
into the issue and consider 
drawing up new anti-stalking 
laws. Victim support groups 
will be included in the survey, 
which is expected to include 
ever}’ police force in England 
and Wales. 

At present stalking is not a 
crime, so statistics are extremely 
bard to obtain. Victim support 
and women's groups believe it 
is far more common than pre- 
viously though L 


If the police back calls for 
new anti-stalking laws Michael 
Howard, the Horae Secretary, 
is almost certain to comply. 
Labour is already urging the 
Government, which says the is- 
sue is under review, totakc ac- 
tion and introduce new laws. 

The frustration caused by 
the present law was revealed on 
Tuesday when a magistrate 
complained he was unable to 
convict a defendant who bad 
stalked 24-year-old woman for 
more than two years becausenu 
law had been broken. 

Yesterday's decision for an in- 
quiry was made at the .Associ- 
ation of Chief Police Officers' 
crime committee. Assistant 
Chief Constable Maria Wallis of 
Sussex Police will head the 
stalking study. A spokesman 
said: "The Acpo crime com- 
mittee is aware of concern 
about recent incidents.” 

Under existing law stalkers 
can only be prosecuted for ac- 
tions such as threatening, abu- 


Jilted lover targeted family 


A jilted lover was warned yes- 
terday be faces a substantial jail 
term for an obsessive terror 
campaign against his teenage 
ex-girlfriend and finally selling 
fire to her parents home. 

Gemma Jones, IS. u maga- 
zine sales executive, and her 
family became victims of An- 
thony King's psychological stalk- 
ing fuelled by his fore after she 
ditched him following a two- 
year relationship. Both her 
mother and father have since 
suffered breakdowns, an Old 
Bailey court was told. 

The 25-year-old former DJ 
bombarded Miss Jones with 
phone calls, vandalised her 
father's BMW; sprayed graffiti 
over their porch and posted 
pornographic photographs of 
her at a railway station and on 
a tree. He claimed her parents 



King: Campaign of terror 

were colour prejudiced, which 
they denied. He told police he 
wanted “to have a pop” at 
them before going to Australia, 
because he felt they did not like 
him because he was black. 

In August last year, under 


cover of darkness, he stole into 
the garden of their home in 
Kingswood. Surrey, with a can 
of petrol and set fire to a pile 
of garden furniture next to the 
house. The family were alerted 
by their dog. The blaze damaged 
walls, guttering and windows. 

King, from Sutton. Surrey, 
admitted causing damage, dis- 
playing the photographs and 
arson, hut denied recklessly 
endangered life with the fire. He 
was formally found not guilty on 
that charge after a report in The 
Daily Mail included inadmissi- 
ble details which the jury had 
not been told. The paper, which 
apologised, faces being referred 
10 the Attorney General. 

King was remanded for psy- 
chiatric reports with a warning 
from the judge that he faces “a 
substantial prison sentence”. 
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the Euro-sceptie Defence Sec- 
retary. has 3 Iso been against a 
promise to hold a referendum, 
on the grounds that it might 
encourage the idea that a future 
Cabinet will decide in favour of 
a single currency. But he is 


thought likely to bow to pres- 
sure to fall into line. 

There are also ministerial 
expectations that Mr Garke will 
not exercise a“yeto”, by threat- 
ening to resign. “Ken will 
respect Cabinet collective re- 
sponsibility." a colleague said. 

In a move which Tory MPs 
believed was stage-managed. 
Mr Major faced a call by Sir 
Marcus Fox, chairman ot the 

1922 Committee of Tory MPs. 
for a referendum at Prime Min- 
ister’s Questions. 

Mr Major said: “I have made 
it clear to the House on previ- 
ous occasions that I believe a 
referendum on joining a single 
currency could be a necessary 


step. My position hasn’t 
changed. 

Recent opinion polls have 
shown a two-to-one majesty 
against a single currency. Tha 
roost recent, ah NOP poll for 
the Sunday 1 Times in December, 
showed bO per cent opposed to 
monetary' union, 24 per cent m 
favour, and 17 per cent unde- 
cided. That could change, how- 
ever, if the Cabinet, backed by 
Opposition leaders, recom- 
mended a single currency. 

A senior Cabinet source said 
no decision had been reached 
as yet, but ministers believe Mr- 
Major, who saw Mr Garke prir 
vately on Wednesday, is trying 
to win over the Chancellor in' 


order to be able to give a dear 
commitment to a referendum. 

The Chancellor, however, 
was sticking to the Govern- 
ment's old formula thaka ref? 
eiendum would be considered 
only if and when die Govern- ^ 
merit proposed joining a single 
currency. . 

“I am not a federafet. I be- 
GeveTn a unit of nation states. 
Let's deride whether . 7. lo go 
in ornot when-we see what the 
animaf looks Iike 1 " he saKL - . 

Mr Clarke steadfastly; de- 
clined to endorse Etmo-sceptic 
rfemandsfor a referendum. 

- '.“Let’s bring ffiatjudgment to 
t he singleCnrrehcy if and when 
if happens,'’* be said. - V 




stve or insulting behaviour that 
enable the police to act. Police 
also have (o prove that the 
stalker acted with intern to 
cause harassment and alarm. 

The penalty for intentional 
harassment is six months in 
prison and a £5,000 fine, but po- 
lice say they are handicapped by 
the difficulties of proving intent. 
Eighty-five per cent of known 
stalkers are men, and in 80 per 
eenl of cases, the person is 
known to the female victim. 

Cheryl Giilan. the education 
and employment minister, told 
the Commons yesterdav that 
Home Office ministers will con- 
sider “all options” to combat 
stalking. The Home Office is 
currently examining stalking 
laws in Australia. Canada, and 
the US. On Wednesday Labour 
MP Janet Anderson introduced 
a Private Member's Bill to 
make stalking an offence, but it 
stands no chance of becoming 
law because of pressure on the 
parliamentary timetable. 
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Shroud lifted on fake relic S8 


Caroline Rye, a researcher at Dundee Ltoiver- 
sity. with an image that she says proves the Turin 
shroud was faked with a huge pin-hole camera. 

Using her own giant camera, she has produced 
sirailar'iraages to that on the shroud believed 
by many to cany an outline of the body of ChrisL 

The 14ft x 4ft linen shroud has been in Turin 
Cathedral for 400 years but the dispute over its 
authenticity dates back to the 14th century when 
the faking of religious relics was rife. Tests in 1 988 


indicated that the shroud dates from around 1350. 

Today, Ms Rye intends to explain the mystery. 
She will stand inside her giant camera for four 
hours under bright lights. A tiny aperture leads 
to a second darkened chamber where a frame 
of fabric is mounted to receive her image. 

“I believe that the Turin shroud was made by 
this method, our results are strikingly similar.” 
said Ms Rye, 28. “I hope 1 won’t offend anyone, 
I certainly don’t intend to be sacrilegious." 


The Prime Minister yestefr&y 
leapt to the defence ofhis 
Rome Secretary wto is faring 
anunprecedentedattackfrom 
the country's leading judges- 
over his criminal jufoce~pn> 

gramme . H 

John Major tokf the Com- 
mons the Government’s 'aim 
was to “prote^ thepubh'c from 
dangerous criminals". VI/. . 

He wasiorced to hisfeietin 
the CommonsfoUawing accu- 
sations from Lord Taylor, the 
Lord Chief Justice, ana Britain 
most senior judge; that thegov- 
emment was unleashing a tor- 
rent of haspr . and flawed 
legislation, which was in danger 
of nhdenniximg pubUcrcdnfi- 
dence in the system. • 

In particular he told Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
that his plans for mandatory life 
sentences For repeat rapists 
and violent offenders and stiff 
penalties for persistent bur- 
glars and drug dealers/ would <fo 
nothing to deter crime. 

Mr Howard,- who, . on 
Wednesday had sought, to dif- 
fuse the situation by remaining 
silent, admitted there were “dir- 
f ere nces” between himself and 
Lord Taylor. . ’ 

He said: “Lord Taylor ap- 
parently believes it is acceptable 
for these serious offenders to 
continue to be retearedwthout 
any assessment beto$ made- of 
their risk to the public, even if 
everybody knows that there is 
a risk that they will go out and 
commit a third rape or a third 
murder." . 

He told the BBC: Tm sure 
he doesn’twant those people to 
be released but that is what ac- 
tually happens now; 90 per 
cent of those people are re- 
leased even if everybody knows 
they are still a risk to the pub- 
lic. I want to remedy that." 

. News analysis, page 15 
At War over the Law, page 17 
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Ifertyayisanite 

Kenyans. ntoreBing, fo Britain 
from today Wifi, require ; visas. 
The Home Office said the num- 
ber of asyiutri; claims from 

Kenyahad irusreaseddrama tir 
caSyover the tet axmomfes and 
the new rulewas hfeedediocut 
down <m applications by bogus, 
asyktmseekers. "-X- ‘ 

Feud- death fears 


safety of a manmcBing since 
Monday. Tamra HaBigan, 25, 
was last seen with fclkw Belfast 
man John JiciineH, 4Uwfao was 
found: battered ;to death on 
Tuesday in the fotefoe totted 
Btmdpran, t^.Dgnegpt . - ... ; 

lnia^iic^7.: • v.\ v 7 

Real Love, the new Beati^ ^n- 
gle in toe-charts, at No4, has 
foiled, to makethe BBGRa^e 


it had insu&dem mc^. Lasi 
week thereteranrocfcband Star 
ms Quo said they wouklsuc the 
stall onforde liberafely refitshig 

to pl^ their records. /. v7.-'. 

River tragedy : 

A man diedafter acoftisfoobe^ 
tween two inflatable boats near 
toe Royal Navy’s C6iifi^>rfde- 
ppt on the James WHde, 
55, fromjjreenock, whs one of 
two men thrownmto the v^cter 
to the crash and rescued by 
launch. T3e waideadbn arrival 
attoe/Valeof Leveh Hospital 
m AIexandria- 

Missing girl plea . ; 





Railtrack warned over safety 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Railtrack was yesterday warned 
that severe weaknesses and 
poor management in its safety 
systems meant a greater risk of 
accidents, in a highly critical 
report by the Health mid Safe- 
ty Executive. 

The HSE. which oversees 
safety on the railways, said that 
some of the weaknesses in Rail- 
track's systems “cause concern" 
and that in the future, they 
could make rail travel less safe 
than at present. 

The report is the result of the 
most extensive inquiry ever car- 
ried out by the HSE into rail- 
way safety, involving 2,500 
hours of work by inspectors, and 
after a series of leaks this sum- 
mer into problems over Rail- 
track’s relationship with its 
contractors. 

While British Rail - from 
which Railtrack was split off in 
April 1994 - used to carry out 
most of its maintenance and re- 
pair work itself. Railtrack uses 
a contractor system and there 


September ± 994 : Commuter =V 

'/ley, &utt-e^li3ndo& 

/ ■ S^entoiirJL994</i8 p^sengws trapped v^ncaivyof:, 
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./ another "Clapftobt disaster*! was imminent 
- m September 1395: Traih crash at.V^ltframtoDw/.iffi^ 
found toaff had;faifed to ensure signals 'were 
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undertaken outside an agreed 
protected site. More systemat- 
ically, the report finds that 
while Railtrack is dependent oh 
technical audits to monitor the 
performance of contractors, 
“we found litde evidence -.of 
technical auditing taking place”. 

Mr Coleman conceded that 
Railtrack had made many 1 im- 
provements and he took <ioin- 
fort from the fact .that the 


■ December ±995:-Train:de railed at 
' don, 'j^ ptoered improvenTem of track otJt^e-fi^^ 


is growing concern that this has 
proved less safe than the old in- 
tegrated BR system. 

The report comes at an em- 
barrassing time for Railtrack as 
it is due to be privatised in Mav. 
Only last week, the HSE took 
the unprecedented step of or- 
dering Railtrack to improve 
the condition of the track out- 
side Euston station in London, 
after a derailment last Decem- 
ber. highlighted a long-term 
problelh over lack of mainte- 
nance on this section of track. 


Yesterday, Vic Coleman, 
HSE's deputy chief inspecting 
officer for railways, who led the 
inquiry team, said: “We have 
found 'a management system 
which does have a number of 
weaknesses and we believe that 
those weaknesses need attend- 
ing to.” 

The report rites a series of in- 
cidents in which management 
failures have led to satety de- 
fects. In one case, a signal was 
missing after work on the track 
and in another, work was 


had not deteriorated since the 
creation of Railtrack; be added: 
“Rail remains by far the 
safest mode of land transport 
and there is nothing in this re- 
port that undennines that 
view,” he said But he wained 
that Railtrack should respond , 
“in great detail" to the report 
“I don't want to see things slip 
anymore.*^ . 

Railtrack accepted the. re- 
port’s findings, saying: “{It} 
places an onus on us to make 
sure everyone works to our 
laid down safety procedures. 
This we will, do.* - 


The mother of lfryear-old Kali - 
Wilson (above), tire, schoolgirl . 

missing for six days, appealed / i~‘: 
for her to return home. Kah,dc- ^ /; 
scribed as naive and sheltered, / . 
was last seen on Saturday at a -:r. 
bus-stop in the centre of Bur- .' 
ton-on-Trent, Staffordshire, aF v 
ter going to meet a friend and 
buy a bus pass with otto £2 in- 
her pocket. 

Part of the Union a " 

The Mothers' Un^Qi/wiipse . 
motto is ‘‘helping Cboteytoofind 
themselves in adversity” .has set 
up a new branch in.foewdnjen’s. 
annexe at WinritofflOT^risdn, - 
Hampshire. Inmatesrh^uested 
the branch and hav6 signed up 
for prayers, hymns,. BitAs read; 
tog classes and knfrttog baby 
dothes. /; : 

Virgin job hope " 

The wife of disgraced : bank 
trader Nick Le^on has np-' ; 
pfied toRidtard Branson's Vur- . jj 
gto airlines for a job as an air 
hostess. lisa Leeson hopes the • ; 
fob will gtotofy ^^her forstaffdis- 
counts on flights ^to visit her hus- 
band, who was jailed in 
Singapore last year for his part . 

to toe mtot^mulioa-collapse of 
Baring Bank. *_ • 

SomeHkeit cheap 

The pink . and white bustier 
worn by scree □ legendMarilyn * 
Monroe when she stepped of a 
bus to the classic comery movie 
Some Like h Hot was fold for 
a lower than expected £2, 645 in 
an a nrrinnat Rnnham-' ii! in I nn. 
don. .The. auctioneers had pre-. 
dieted it would fetch a price of 
up fo £6,000: 



IRA threat ‘not a definitive response’ 


DAVID McKlTTRlCK 

Ireland Correspondent 

Receni hardline statements 
from the IRA on its readiness 
to wage another 25 years of war 
do not represent the organisa- 
tion's definitive response to 
the setting of a date for all- 
party talks, according to 
republican sources. 

But although that response 
remains to be delivered, recent 
comments mean that optimism 
about the prospects for 


another ceasefire is at a low 
ebb in Belfast and Dublin. 

The warnings that the IRA is 
ready for prolonged conflict, to- 
gether with its now repeated as- 
sertions that there will be no 
decommissioning of weapons, 
has reduced hopes of early 
progress. 

An IRA spokesman, quoted 
in the latest edition of fiepub- 
tican News, said: “We see the ne- 
cessity for armed struggle 
because, given current political 
conditions, there is not the nec- 


essary dynamic to move us ail 
away from conflict and towards, 
a lasting peace on the basis of 
a viable process.” 

An increasingly frequent 
theme of republican pro- 
nouncements has been more 
open criticism of the Irish 
Taoiseach, John Bruton, along- 
side more familiar allegations of 
British bad faith and duplicity. 

Republicans envisaged the 
peace process as drawing mo- 
mentum from a potentially 
powerful coalition of Irish na- 


tionalfrt interests, headed by tfie 
Irish government and including 
Sinn Fein, the SDLR and Irish- 
Americans. The charge a gains t 
Mr Bruton is that he would not 
take part in such a grouping, 
Sinn Fein had mdicatedthat 
setting a date for all-party talks 
would make a renewed IRA 
ceasefire more likely, but their 
disillusionment with both Mr 
Bruton’ and Mr Major suggests 
the IRA is highly sceptical that 
it can do business while the two 
leaders remain in power. • - 
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STEVE BOGGAN 
Chief Reporter 

The pilot and captain of the Sea 
" j&nprerc failed to discuss a plan 
■ of action to take the tanker into 
Milford Haven before she ran 
aground, according to an 
interim report on die ofl spilt 
published yesterday. 

~ - In a finding which confirms 
an Independent report last 
month that the pilot may have 
had ho time to formulate apian 
• as the tide fell, the report says 
ho route was agreed between 
the two men, even though there 
were no language problems. 

Within days of the 147,000- 

- tonne tanker spilling 70,000 
. . tonnes, of oil off the Weigh 

coast, questions were being 

- asked about the apparent fail- 
ure to draw up a plan. The De- 
partment of Transport said last 
night that there was no legal re- 
quirement for one. 

However, last month, Cap- 
tain Mark Andrews, the harbour 
master, said pilots normally 
.boarded in good time to discuss 
a plan of action with the mas- 
. ter, in this case, the Russian cap- 
tain, Eduard Bolgov. 

He said: “It wouldn't be nor- 
mal practice to put the pilot on 
so late. The difficulty can be 
when.it takes time getting the 
pilot on board." 

' The report, by the DoTs Ma- 
rine Accident Investigation 
Branch, shdws that the ship, its 
crew and documentation were 
ail in order before it ran 
aground on February 15. It 
also shows that (be pilot did not 
board the vessel as late as port 
officials suggested - 755pm ~ 
or as early as claimed by the 
tanker's managers, Acomaril - 
. 738pin. The MAJB said the 
unnamed pilot boarded at 
7.40pm.. . 

- .. It doffr not say. however, 

'■- * whether this was early enough 
'-to r be^^'remdatntg..t}de.that 
would have reached rtsTowest 
depth- at 930pm. If-that were 
missed, if wonld have been an- 


other eight hours before the Sea 
Empress could approach the 
harbour, Britain's biggest oil 
terminal. 

The report said the pilot or- 
dered “full ahead" at 7.44pm. 
It also said that published ntfat 
information showed there 
would be an east-south-east 
tidal stream -towards the coast 
- at 8pm. By this time, the pi- 
lot had ordered “progressive 
changes to port [away from the 
coast to resist the tidal scream]'' 
and the vessel was one mile 
from the entrance to the West 
Channel 

The report then paints a pic- 
ture of the pilot realising the 
vessel was farther east than he 
- had expected and ordering a 
fivesdegree turn to port. At 
8.07pm, as the ship came along- 
side the Mid Channel Rock 
light House, a “shuddering vi- 
bration" began. The pilot called 
out the waiting harbour tugs and 
the vessel eventually came to 
rest three-tenths of a mile from 
the Mill Buoy. 

Last night, Labour repeated 
calls for an independent inquiry 
into the disaster. The shadow 
Secretary of State for Tiansport, 
Dare Short, said: “The most im- 
portant question to be answered 
concerns the direction of the 
salvage operation. Ministers 
must accept their overall exec- 
utive responsibility. 

“An accident was turned into 
a disaster. We are still con- 
cerned that this inquiry mil not 
be adequate to draw out die real 
responsibility for the disaster. 
There must be a truly inde- 
pendent inquiry." 

Nick Amger, (he Labour MP 
for Pembroke, repeated the 
calls for an inquiry. He has con- 
sistently argued that there were 
too few salvage tugs available to 
prevent the Sea Empress for re- 
peatedly smashing against the 
rocks. “A key issue is what was 
done byfoe authorities after the 
vessel ran aground and those 
questions have not yet been an- 
swered,” he said . 


Pasta notes ... how the two cooks compare in the heipmgsM worris and food 




DELIA 

Appearance 

Housewifely, reassuring, tto.vfly. 
Determinedly untrer.tf.-. Reminiscent 
of your best friend’s mum at school 

Best known book 

Delia Smrfft's Writer Cofeoion — 
heariy discounted over Christmas, it 

? . became a runaway bestseller. Every 
•V dinner party has one 


**-■ Most unlikely recipe 

Four-nut chocolate brownies? Delia 
is not one for trendy combinations 
TV style 

" Dogged and slightly breathless: not a 
natural, hence the awkward pauses 
and the air of general discomfort 

Prose style 

Deeply practical, relentlessly 
optimistic, antes pints szzlrig m 
the even, puddings steaming memly 

- on the stove, bread baking cheerily, 
and soon 
Favourite redpe 
Roast duck with sour cherry sauce 

- (the first thing she learned to cook 
J while washing up in a restaurant) 

crepes suzeties — blame her to 
. bringing them back into fashion 
Favourite words 
“Absolutely', "superb’, ‘pop’. 
'practical', “pretty', 'no fuss', 
“delightful" 

Most Skely to say 
: Cranberries 
Least likely to say 
God, lei's just go to MacDonalds 


SOPHIE 

Spiky feminist who spends a lot at 
the hairdresser, good line in Bet 
Lynch earrings, may hsvt Deer, a 
punk when about 15 

Eat Your Greens: just as Delia 
speeds a sot of time on the nice 
ESC, Sophie's natural home is 
Channel 4 where she presented Eat 
Your Greens end Grow Vbur Greens 
and, most recency, Sophie's Meat 

Course 

Esfinaj-en-Aloo ispmsch with prunes} 


Intense and enthuaastic. hoovers up 
her offerings, happily tears carcasses 
from limb to limb arid gets down to it 
with sweetbreads 

Emphasis on saving money; 
businesslike; happy to warn you if a 
particular dish (artichokes, for 
example.) will make you fen 


Swiss chard with olives au graun 


‘Earth/’: “substantia)', “olive oil’ 
‘whizz"; “tricksy’, “zip', “doddle" 


But the/re realty good for you! 
But I don’t like canots 



Sweet and sour authors on book shelf 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Question: When does TV cook- 
ery become art? Answer: When 
it is the work of Delia Smith, 
according to the Times Literary 
Supplement. 

The edict is issued in this 
week’s edition, with the centre 
pages devoted lo a decon- 
struction of modem cookery 
writing by Eric Griffiths, a fel- 
low of Tnnity College, Cam- 
bridge. But while the don 
compares the motherly writing 
o dDelia Smith's Winter Collec- 
tion to the Queen, he dismiss- 
es Sophie Grigson, author and 


presenter of Sophie’s Meat 
Course, as a “younger Royal", 
similar to the Duchess of York. 

“Delia and her cooking tran- 
scend sensuous immediacy as do 
marble goddesses," Dr Griffiths 
writes in an analysis which will 
shock those who thought her 
recipes fairly straightforward. 

“Poised like a dancer on 
point above a melody which she 
commands. Delia Smith's 
favourite verb is ‘pop’: ‘just 
pop it in the oven’. Her world 
is non-stick, biddable . . . She 
measuredly ‘places' and ‘puts* 
things - io a bowl, over heat.” 

Delia’s work “expresses itself 
best in her over-arching and 


point-instant grasp of time”, the 
English literature lecturer says. 

“Demonstrating her recipe 
for Hung Shao Pork, she says 
‘and then‘ 17 times in the 
few minutes she needs to show 
us how ... She continues to 
mark time, like a piano teacher, 
quite as firmly in her books. 

“Her recipes do not just 
begin, they tell you they are at 
foe beginning: 'Begin by cutting 
foe pumpkin in half. She slays 
with you all foe way, ticking off 
the instructions - 'First of all 
. . . When . . . Now . . . Next 
. . . Then . . . Next . . . Now . . . 
Then . . . Now . . until we 
arrive together at a ‘Finally' 


(from the recipe for Italian 
Stuffed Aubergines). No other 
cookery writer so resembles a 
guardian angel, beating its 
wings over you at every step.” 

By contrast, foe more radical 
Sophie, daughter of the cook- 
ery writer. Jane Grigson. is 
roasted for her hurried style, 
“fuzzed” geography and “poor" 
knowledge of history. 

“According to Sophie’s Meat 
Course, what you do is ‘throw 
them [chops] tinder the grill with 
nothing more than a light 
brushing of olive oil' or ‘throw 
together yoghurt and mint 
sauce* or. thanking God, realise 
that ‘it tastes even better when 


a few mushrooms are thrown 
in', Mr Griffiths observes. “As 
befits a younger royal, Sophie 
Grigson makes confessions 
aplenty. She gets things off her 
cnest: To be honesL I’m not a 
great gravy fan', ‘to be honest. 
I prefer to* bake them slowly in 
the oven*.” 

But it is her attitude which re- 
ally lets her down. Dr Griffiths 
concludes. “You might find a 
dish needed only to be ‘zipped 
into the oven shortly before sup- 
per*. This is Duchess of York 
stuff (‘pongy, ‘doddle*, ’when)/) 
in contrast to the regal self- 
control. foe dowdy reticence, of 
Delia Smith." 


Learned societies fight to keep historic homes 


REBECCA FOWLER 

Five of the learned societies 
of Britain are fighting to retain 
their historic homes in Burl- 
ington House, London, amid a 
legal dispute with the Govern- 
ment over who owns the 
property. 


The Geological Society, the 
Astronomical Society, the Roy- 
al Society of Chemistry, the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries and the 
Linnean Society, have been en- 
sconced at the colonnaded 
building in the heart of Pic- 
cadilly since 1874. 

They were moved there from 


Somerset House to make room 
for the Inland Revenue, and it 
was offered to them as a base 
by the then prime minister. 
Lord Palmerston, who said they 
would be provided with ac- 
commodation “mainly for foe 
advantage of foe country.” 

But when the Government 


decided individual departments 
should pay for their upkeep, 
rather than rely on a central 
funding system,' no one would 
take responsibility for the soci- 
eties. The sixth learned society, 
the Royal Academy, is protect- 
ed by a 999-year lease, which 
means it can stay indefinitely. 


Richard Bateman, chairman 
of foe joint committee of the 
learned societies, said: “We’ve 
taken legal advice, and the 
Government has taken legal ad- 
vice, and there are some dif- 
ferences between legal advisers, 
but we hope it can be resolved 
satisfactorily.” 


Fraud 
inquiry 
at prisons 
union 

JOJO MOYE5 

Scotland Yard is investigating al- 
legations of fraud involving a 
“substantial sum” of money 
belonging to the Prison Officers' 
Association. 

The Fraud Squad investiga- 
tion, which began Iasi March, 
was revealed yesterday as the 
POA held a special conference 
to discuss allegations of ex- 
penses irregularities and poor 
financial controls. 

Scotland Yard said inquiries 
were ongoing but that there had 
been no arrests at this stage. 

A spokeswoman for the 
POA, which had hired auditors 
to carry out its own investiga- 
tion, said foe association had 
“not been aware” it was being 
investigated by foe police. Its in- 
vestigations are believed to 
centre on foe size of travel and 
entertainment bills and the 
over-use of union credit cards. 

She said she could not reveal 
foe exact amount of money in- 
volved. but that it was “not tele- 
phone numbers”. 

John BarteU, former chair- 
man of the POA confirmed yes- 
terday that he had been sent a 
50-page questionnaire by foe 
union about expenses going 
back over foe past three years. 

Mr BartdL who retired on 
health grounds last July, main- 
tained that no allegations had 
been made against him and he 
was confident foal the union's 
accounts had been properly 
audited during his chairman- 
ship. He attacked the confer- 
ence as a “kangaroo court” 
and said he feared delegates at 
the London conference would 
be dispensing “mob justice” 
without knowing the full facts. 

Tliree hundred delegates 
representing the union's 29,000 
members in England. Wales 
and Northern Ireland are at- 
tending the conference, which 
concludes today. 

The union’s recently ap- 
pointed national chairman, 
John Boddington, who does 
not face any allegations of im- 
propriety himself, yesterday 
conceded that foe mood of his 
members was one of “anger and 
frustration”, anefeaid that he had 
called the* conference to reas- 
sure members. “The financial 
controls are now improved - we 
have put foe house in order,” he 
said. 



at 
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LOUISE JURY 

it is renowned as foe training 
ground of politicians, a forum 
whose despatch boxes mimic 
Westminster. But the Oxford 
Union is now echoing the 
House of Commons in anoth- 
er way - allegations of sleazer 

In a rare move, Jonathan 
Wolf^l, this term’s president 
of the debating society has 
been disqualified from office for 
misusing his position. Last 
- .nigrt,fwadays before the end- 
of term, when be should have 
been hosting Cabinet minis- 
ters Peter Litiey and William 
Waldegrave for his farewell de- 
bate, he was sideli ned. His 
place in the ptesdem’s chair was 
taken fry Paul KenwanL who 
was due to take uptbe post next 
term. 

The allegations may. not be 
cash-for-questions, but 'claims 
that Mr Wolf a physics student 
at Corpus Cbristi college, cam- 
paigned for one of the rivals to 
succeed him — against Union 
rules - have caused fierce fac- 
tional fighting. 

: A tritamal hearing of two for- 
mer union presidents, one now 
a QC, and a former election re- 
turning officer, sat late into the 
night on Tuesday to listen to the 
accusations made by student Si- 
mon Baker against Mr Wblf un- 
der the Union constitution’s 
notorious. Rule 33, -which, gov- 
■ - eras election protocol. The de- 
tails of the charges against him 
have not been revealed. 



Jonathan Wolf: Disqualified 
as Oxford Union president 

Mr Baker is a supporter of 
Amanda Pritchard, a second- 
year history student, whose bid 
lo bold the post of president in 
the ierm after next frilled by 13 
voles against Jenny Carter 
Manning, a final year law Stu- 
dent and friend of Mr Wolf 
Both sides were reputed to 
have taken legal advice. 

Afterwards, as regulations 
dictate, a public notice was 
posted in the hallway of the his- 
toric Union building: “Tribunal 
decision - Guilty. Penalty — 
Jonathan Wolf is disqual ifi ed 
from office.” Union spokes- 
woman Lucy Manning said she 
could not comment until fo$ tri- 
bunal’s full report, due by to- 
morrow, is published. Mr Wolf 
said he regretted its decision. 


Five beds, three 
hospitals in one 
week for woman 


PETER VICTOR 

A seriously ill grandmother 
was moved in and out of five 
beds at three hospitals in the 
space of a week, it emerged 
yesterday. Health campaigners 
last night described the case as 
“awful” and “distressing”. 

Doris Wiltshire, a 6S-year-old 
widow, was even woken up 
at 3am to be transferred to an- 
other hospital only days after 
undenting emergency surgery. 
But after a week of treatment, 
the pensioner has now been 
returned to the hospital where 
she was first admitted 

Mrs Wiltshire was taken to 
Southampton General Hospital 
with stomach pains at 11am on 
26 February. Doctors found 
she was suffering from severe 
peritonitis - inflammation of 
part of foe abdomen - and 
needed emergency surgery. 

The operation took place at 
9.30pm and showed Mrs Wilt- 
shire had a perforated bowel 
Her daughter, Mrs Tina 
Longhurst, 36, said a doctor 
rang her to say her mother 
might not survive. An upset Mrs 
Longhurst was then told her 
mother’s intensive care bed 
was needed and she had to be 
moved 12 miles to the Royal 
Hampshire County Hospital in 
Winchester at I JOam. 

Two days later, on 28 Febru- 
ary. Mis Wiltshire was trans- 
ferred back to the intensive care 
unit at the general hospital in 
Southampton. She stayed there 


for three days until she was wok- 
en at 3am to foe Royal South 
Hants Hospital on 2 March. On 
4 March, she was transferred 
back to Southampton General 
Hospital where her condition 
was “comfortable” yesterday. 

Mrs Longhurst, of lotion, 
Hants, said: “I'm furious that 
mum was shunted a round. I 
have nothing but praise for foe 
doctors and nurses, but 1 can’t 
believe a gravely ill woman can 
be disturbed in the night after 
emergency surgery and moved 
to a different hospital.” 
Marilyn Kay. a Southampton 
NHS Trust spokeswoman, said: 
“The trust has approved plans 
lo expand our intensive care 
unit from 18 beds to 34, but it 
is expensive and we need to find 
the money for it. It was not an 
ideal situation, but we found this 
patient foe care she needed and 
her treatment was successful.” 
Dr David Bennett, director of 
intensive care at St George’s 
Hospital in London and a cam- 
paigner for more high depen- 
dency beds, condemned the 
case as “awftil". He said: "De- 
spite what foe politicians say, 
this is an ongoing problem that 
will continue until current pol- 
icy changes. There needs to be 
a doubling of foe number of 
higher dependency beds.” 

An Age Concern spokesman 
said: “It is particularly dis- 
tressing for an older person 
to be moved at such short no- 
ticeand such upheaval could 
hinder their recovery.” » 
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Hi-de-Hf star dies of cancer 


Simon caifeffi; TWo year 
fight against lymph cancer 


Hie actor Simon Cadell, star of 
the BBC comedy Hi-de-HU has 
died after a long struggle against 
cancer, his father-in-law said 
yesterday. 

Cadcll 45. a father of two, 
discovered he had lymph can- 
cer as be was recovering from 
a heart attack three years ago. 
David Croft, bis father-in-law 
and Hi-de-Hi co-author, said 
that after a tworyear struggle 
against the disease Callow died 
on Wednesday night b A b rillian t 
career tragically cufshorL" 


Chris Pye, the BBC’s head of 
entertainment group, said: 
“Simon Gadell was an extremely 
gifted actor, whose charm shone 
through every performance. 7 ’ 
The actor's family were said 
to be “shattered” and Cadell's 
widow was too upset to speak 
to the media. Cadell was being 
treated for the cancer at the 
Harley Street Clinic in London. 

As well as playing the upper- 
crust entertainments manager 
at Maplins holiday camp in Hi- 
de-Ku Cadell's television career 


included two series of Enemy at 
the Door for LWT, three senes 
of Life Without George and foe 
comedy BloU an the Landscape. 
He appeared at the National 
Theatre and played many lead- 
ing West End roles, including 
Travels With My Aunt. 

Cadell has finished a televi- 
sion film. Circle of Deceit, due 
to be shown at Easter. He had 
also recently worked with 
Richard E Grant on foe film In 
the Cool Li&it of Day. 

Obituary, page 14 
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Conservative and Labour MFS 
yesterday joined forces to cab 
for a mufti-biUion-poimd “right 
to work” scheme which would 
introduce What amounted to a 
national minim um wage. 

The Commons Employment 
Committee rejected the intro- 
duction of compulsory US-slyie 
workfare, declaring that penal-* 
ties for the jobless who refused 
government programmes were 
tough enough already. 

Under the system backed by 
the committee, jobless adults 
would be guaranteed £3 an 
bour for .useful work for the 
community instead of receiving 
benefits. A rate of £1.50 was 
suggested for young people. 

Sir Ralph Howell, Tory MP 
for Norfolk North, who has 


been fighting for such a scheme 
for 15 years, conceded that 
such reform of the benefit sys- 
tem would lead to a de facto 
minimum wage which is op- 
posed by his own party and 
endorsed by Labour. 

Sir Ralph accepted that while 
people could opt to work for less 
than £3 t they were unlikely to 
do so. 

If the system was introduced 
it would affect the wages of mil- 
lions of low-paid workers and 
£3 may even be seen as high by 
devotees of “New Labour”; 

. Labour MPs on the caxnzmt- 
tee overcame their uneasiness 
about backing a measure which 
would involve substantial penal- 
ties for thosewho refused work. 

Greville Janner, Labour 
chairman of the committee, 
said that if someone was offered 
a “suitable, reasonableand de- 
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cent" job then they should not 
be allowed to sit back and draw 
the same amount of benefits- 

In a report published y ester-. 

day, TheRighrto WotklWbfrfdrB, 
the committee said that a Bill 
sponsored by Sir Ralph and 
backed by the Labour MP 
Prank Field, deserved “serious 
attention" to find out how much 
the scheme would cost or save. 
It was put forward as a Private 
Members BUI last year but 
came to nothing Although the 
Government is known to 
oppose the idea, the report 
said a pilot scheme should be 
introduced “forthwith”. 

Under the plan, wages would 
be paid directly to the unem- 
ployed person bv the Govern- 
ment The benefit system would 
be changed to ensure that it was 
always worthwhile to accept 
the community work. 


The report also caIWon^E^ c > 
government to introduce 
successful Wdrkstart -setetog^: 

nationally, where 

ing is provided for -tfcna^^»r-. > 
ployed. The governm ent h^ gy_. 
far only run pflot schem^j^;' ■; > 
Sir Ralph said thew^ftre^^' - 
tem, introduced 4S years 
ter the Beveridge RepwtW^li 
now “thoroughly out c* . * 

It trapped mtUioas ntoraep** r'“ 
pkiyment because many&tt^r ^ 
they would be paid less 
Angela Eagle- Labour MFSff.;,; . 
Wallasey, said Beveri dge VlI 
signed for asodttywajou^a^. 
unemployment- Some ^ 
long-term jobless WDuhT^ 
main •‘perpetually” eo bepe&- 
Ms Eagle said 'r 

a compulsory system. as tjnai>;T: _ 
tised in some areas Of tbeXfeft*' •* 
ed States would be "pqmakstf 
and irrelevant”. . , 
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. DIANE COYLE ment and part -tune wool toegaggp^ 

Economics Correspondent tinue to grow, although 

er rates than for 

Nearly half the workforce could decade. Se 
be covered by “flexible" likely to rise from 33 tnflttda 
arrangements such as tempo- day to 3.6 million r ajlO--yw rSS^^>; - 
ifiWminvmmi The number of nftrt-tnneisclhcc:**^ 1 






lime, . according to a report 
published today by a leading 
consultancy. 

Flexible working has in- 
creased a lot since employ- 
ment-law deregulation started 
in the 1980s. The number of 
people employed in one of 
these ways will rise to 12.8 mil- 
lion in. 10 years, or nearly half 
the workforce, says the report, 
by Business Strategies (BSL). 
This compares with 10.9 million 
last year: .. 

It reflects the big advantages 
to employers of such arrange- 
ments. Firms can push the im- 
pact of a business downturn on 
to workers by ending contracts 
or cutting part-time hours. Flex- 
ible workers are also more like- 
ly to meet the costs of* 
everything from their pension 
and sick pay to their car and 
training courses. 

BSL predicts the spread of 
flexible arrangements will boost 
the growth of suitable financial 
sendees. These include mort- 
gages that allow payment “hol- 
idays’’ - one of the demands for 
change in the bousing market 
made by the Labour leader, 
Tbny Blair, this week. , 

The growth of flexible work 
patterns will be driven bytem- 
porary work, the report says. It 
foresees 25 million people in 
different forms of short-term 
employment by 2005, a million 
more than last year. “There are 
clearly very strong upward 
trends," said Richard Holt, the 
report's author. 

But he expects self-employ- 


arrangement, win nse 
milli on to 6.7 million. 

Most part-rimers:' 
poraty workers are w 
most of those in self -sari 
ment. are men. Men abb* 
count for the bulk of the " 
growth in temporary job# 


Temporary work 
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-This growth ritakingpfcSre 
mainly In service industries 
such as services contracted dot 
from .the public sector, telecom 
mumcatians and financial ser- 
vices. The report says: “One ; 
reason why temporary employ- 
ment has spread further and; 
faster in some sectors ihanoth- 
ers is unionisation." 

However, it adds that the; 
phenomenon is -spreading 
rapidly in some areas of man- 
ufacturing, especially engi- 
neering and the metals^ 
minerals and chemicals sector.: 
Jt cites as an example Compaq’s 
manufacturing plant at Erskjne, 
which employs a core workforce 
of 1,500 and 700 on contracts. 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


Management bullies are costing 
British business billions of 
pounds, an expert warned 
yesterday. 

Not only are stressed staff 
taking time off sick, but they are 
starting to sue their employers 
for damages, Estimates put the 
number of working days lost 
through stress at 40 million a 
year, costing business up to 
£4bn in lost efficiency. 

Charlotte Rayner, a psy- 
chologist from Staffordshire 
University, told a teaching union 
conference that bullying man- 
agers were one of thebiggest 
causes. But Mrs Rayner told the 
conference in Birmingham or- 
ganised by the National Asso- 
ciation of Schoolmasters Union 
of Women Teachers the “em- 
ployee worm' 7 was starring to 
turn. - • 

An unpublished survey by 

Professor Cary Cooper from the 

University of Manchester In- 
stitute of Science arid Technol- 
ogy showed industrial relations 
cases sparked by management 
bullying were the fastest grow- 
ing category of civfl action. His' 
survey of law firms throughout 
the country showed that cases 
which lawyers said involved 
already accounted for 
nearly one in three. Some of the 
bullying took the form of racial 
or sexual harassment. 

A growing number of cases 
were using health and safety laws 
which said employers should not 
cause their staff mental dis- 
tress, “Whatever the: cost In 


Ten types of bully 




tune lost by employees who are 
made ill by the stress of man- 
agement bullying, the legal cost- 
to firms could grow to be far 
higher,” Mrs Rayrier said. Her 
own survey showed more than 
half of employee admiried to 
haying been bulHecL She said: 
"Don’t think it couldn’t happen 
toyou-Itm^beonlyrimattcrr- 
of -luck that it hasn't yet? 

The conference was ^toW 
management bullying was rife. ‘ 

m schools. MJMSUWT sur- 
vey last year suggested that up _ . . 
to 10,000 teachers were victims. -• • •’• 
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GLENDA COOPER 


An “incredible'’ resurgence of 
contagious diseases that once 
seemed conquered are threat- 
cmngEurope, says the World 
Health Organisation. 

- -Diphtheria, cholera and tu- 
berculosis are m akin g a come- 
back following the breakdown 
of the former Soviet Union, 
when the fragile economies of 
the new states led to a neglect 
of mass immunisation and 
increased mgratkm. 

A diphtheria cpidemicswecp- 
ing the independent states erf the 
former Soviet Union has been 
declared an international health 
emergency by. the WHO and 
Unlcet Europe now accounts 
far 80per cent of diphtheria cas- 
es reported world-wide. In 1994 
over 47,000 people in these 

- countries contracted the disease 

- a 250 per cent increase over 
the previous year - and there 
were 55.000 cases in 1995. 

Although the majority of 
diphtheria cases were in the far- 
mer Soviet Union, it has spread 

. From 1993-94 around 20 cases 
were imported to other Euro- 
pean nations — 10 in Germany, 
10. in Poland, four in Finland 
and one in Norway. 

Dr Sieghart Dittman. co- 
ordinator of the WHO's im- 
munisation and vaccine prog- 
ramme, commented; “This is an 
incredible re-emergence of in- 
fectious diseases which we 
thought we had conquered.’* 

The number of registered 
cholera cases in the WHO 
European region increased nine 
times from 1993 to 1994. In 1995 
17 of the 50 member states 
reported at least one imported 
case of cholera. Tuberculosis 


Diseases sweeping Europe 
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strains resistant to drugs are in- 
creasing and the downward 
trend of reported cases of the 
disease in western Europe has 
levelled off. And malaria, a 
nearly forgotten disease in 
1980s Europe, has exploded in 
recent years from 20,000 cases 
in 1992 to more than 100,000 
last year. 

In Britain there have been 25 
cases of diphtheria imported 
between 1990 and 1994, and 
nearly 40 cases of imported 
cholera from 1993 to 1995. Tu- 
berculosis has remained con- 
stant at around 5 >500 to 6.000 


Six teenagers 
convicted of 


gang-rape 


Six members of a notorious 
teenage street gang were given 
youth detention sentences to- 
talling 49 years yesterday after 
being convicted of a gang-rape 
of two schoolgirls. 

TbaCHdBaiky heard that the 
two 15-year-old girls Were tak- 
en by. the gang to a house in 
Brixton^southLondon, where 


u^ to; 14 teenage boys - some 


whom are still 'at large - 
queued up to rape or attempt 
to rape them. 

The horrific assault, in Oc- 
tober 1994, has caused lasting 
torment to the two young vic- 
tims, who were threatened, 
taunted and abused by other 
youngsters after reporting their 
ordeal to police. So fearful for 
their safety were they that they 
were kept in constant pager 
contact with officers handling 
their case. 

Passing sentence. Judge Ger- 
ald Gcmfan said that the six de- 
fendants -all aged 15 or 16 and 
from the Brixton area - had 
shown “no remorse” for their 
actions. He added: “These two 
girls were subjected to repeat- 
ed humiliation and degradation 
by you. - 

“They were not really 
treated li ke human beings. They 
were treated with callous dis- 
regard for their feelings, like sex 
objects to be used ana then cast 
aside.” - 

The judge said that most, if 
not all, of the defendants were 


members of the so-called 
Younger Younger 28s Posse in 
Brixton. 

In ah. the six defendants 
were convicted of seven rapes 
and one attempted rape of the 
first girl and two rapes and two 
attempted rapes of the second. 

Spencer Baptiste, 16, con- 
victed of raping one girl twice 
and attempting to rape the 
other, was sentenced to three 
separate four and a half-year 
terms of youth detention, to run 
concurrently. 

. His half-brother, Darren 
Evans. 15, was convicted of 
raping the first girl twice and 
was sentenced to two four-year 
terms to run concurrently. 

Junior Paikes, 16, was con- 
victed of the attempted rape of 
the first giri and rape of the sec- 
ond, and was sentenced to 
two four-yeaT terms to run 
concurrently. 

Dwayne Grant, 15, Was con- 
victed of raping the first giri, and 
was sentenced to a three and a 
half-year term. 

Whyne Shelton, 16, convict- 
ed of raping each girl once, was 
sentenced to two four-year 
terms to run concurrently. . 

Ricky Stephenson, 16, was 
convicted of raping the fust girl 
arid attempting to rape the 
second, and was sentenced to 
two four-year terms, to ran 
concurrently. 

; All had pleaded not guilty to 
the charges. 


Vegetables 
‘do not 


protect 

foetus’ 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


Government advice to women 
who want to get pregnant to 
boost their vitamin folate lev- 
els by eating more fresh veg- 
etables and pulses to protect a 
developing foetus is misleading, 
according to new research. 

Doctors in Northern Ireland 
say that only taking folic add - 
the synthetic form of the vita- 
min - as a supplement, or in 
foods fortified with it, can pro- 
duce blood levels of the vitamin 
which are likely to have a ben- 
eficial effect Folate is essential 
for brain and spinal coTd de- 
velopment in the foetus and 
there is a well-established link 
with folate deficiency and spina 
bifida and other neural tube 
defects (NTDs). 

The new research shows that 
in women who increased their 
dietary intake, or who were 
given dietary advice only, blood 
concentrations of folate did 
not increase substantially. In 
women taking supplements or 
eating fortified foods, they did. 

In tomorrow's issue of the 
Lancet , Dr Geraldine Cuskeliy 
and colleagues from Ulster 
University, Coleraine, suggest 
that folic add is better assimi- 
lated by the body than folate 
from foods such as broccoli 


sprouts. The Folic Add Cam- 
paign said women were ad- 
vised to supplement their diets 
with 400mcg folic add a day. 
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return to haunt Europe 


cases repotted per year. Robert 
George, a director of the Pub- 
lic Health Laboratory Service, 
said: “We have to be 
absolutely aware to be ready. 
The UK is not under major 
threat at the moment but there 
is no cause for complacency.” 

In western Europe commu- 
nicable diseases are responsible 
for 7 per cent of deaths and 
more than 60 per cent of all 
acute illnesses. Elsewhere in Eu- 
rope those percentages are 
much higher. 

The main causes of the resur- 
gence in such diseases is found 



Painful lesson: The loss of vaccinations in the former Soviet Union has led to the re-emergence of 7B, cholera and diphtheria Photograph: Raoul Dixon 


in the collapse of the former So- 
viet Union. With the unrest and 
economic fragility tbat fallowed, 
vaccination programmes often 
suffered. Economic and social 
difficulties also led to break- 
downs in sanitary infrastructures 


and water supplies. Dr Jo As- 
vail, regional director of the 
WHO, said: “As late as 1994 all 
these countries which came out 
of the former Soviet Union 
lost 15 per cent of their gross na- 
tional product. The national 


economy crumbled and this 
had a disastrous effect on health 
care systems ... It is a huge 
problem and will continue to 
grow if something serious isn't 
done about it.” 

The WHO is calling for a 


comprehensive strategy to be 
implemented immediately 
across Europe. Mass immuni- 
sation should be strengthened, 
particularly in the newly inde- 
pendent states. Surveillance to 
recognise the early stages of 


emerging and re-emerging dis- 
eases should also be improved 
by establishing a network of na- 
tional laboratories, and aid 
should be supplied to help 
pc«orer countries improve basic 
hygiene and water quality. 
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OUR IMPROVED 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


POLICY IS 


OBVIOUSLY PAYING 


DIVIDENDS 


In 1995, Sun Alliance not only .showed strong profit growth, we also won 
three major industry awards. It’s no coincidence. Our financial performance 
reflects an impressive rise in the. level of custom e s 1 . rvice w e provide and the 
ii ‘mem returns we hate achieved for our cl The results of which arc 
slain to see both in the accolades above, n our bottom line. 
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JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 


More council-run patrols and 
private security guards are 
needed to act as the "eyes and 
ears" of the police, an inde- 
pendent inquiry has concluded. 

Sweeping changes are need- 
ed to the police if the service is 
to cope with the growing crime 
rate and increasing public 
demand for officers on the 


beat, says the report published 
today by an influential com- 


mittee that includes two chief 
constables. 

It also calls on the Govern- 
ment to bring in legislation to 
regulate the booming private 
security industry. 

The suggestions come a week 
after the Audit Commission 
published a report saying that 
there was an insatiable public 
demand for bobbies on the 
beat and that out of the aver- 
age police force of 2,500 only 
125 of them were on patrol at 
any one rime. 


One of the central recom- 
mendations of today’s report is 
for local authorities to cany out 
more trials with their own uni- 
formed patrols and security 
guards, and for a relaxation of 
the rank structure to allow 
more flexible policing. It cites 
the council-run security patrol 
force in Sedgefield, Co 
Durham, as a possible model. 

It also advocates more radi- 
cal experimentation and gives 

two Dutch examples. In one 
case city wardens, who carry 


radios but have no special pow- 
ers. are used in 26 Dutch cities. 

In the second, some police 
forces in the Netherlands have 
appointed officers with the 
title “ polidesurveiilant ", or po- 
lice patroller, which is a rank be- 
low that of the ordinaiy 
constable. 

It also suggests having part 
time officers to work at times of 
hi gh demand, such as when 
children leave school and at pub 
closing time, and greater use of 
volunteer policemen and 


women known as Specials. 


However, the report. The Role 
andRespmsibih^f^thePoHce, 
stresses that it is against estab- 
lishing a two-tier policing sys- 
tem in the United Kingdom. 


criminal justice apparatus can 
lonepartinanover- 


The study, set up by the Po- 
' tionand the Policy 


lice Foundation and 
Studies Institute, says that 
alternatives are needed be- 
cause “it has become increas- 
ingly dear that the police can 
only have a relatively limited im- 
pact on aggregate crime statis- 
tics and, indeed, that the whole 


HlStll 

only ever be oi 
all strategy to reduce crime”. 

As part of the strategy the 
inquiry recommends statutory 
regulation of the private' seen- ' 
rity industry in which all firms 
would be licensed by an inde- 
pendent authority, who would 
vet guards and investigate any 
complaints. 

Last year the all-party Com- 
mons Home Affairs Select 
Committee made a similar rec- 
ommendation, but the . Gov-. 


eminent has so far refused to ' 
art. ' r - • 

The inquiry says that pcflice 
forces should become more 
flexible and more af a ^leam- 
atkm", which would 
er hjyesbseat.in; 


new t _ 
information and* 


vmg more 
power 
tower-rank pfficeis. . 

Sir John Cassels, dia h-map hf 
the committee, said a good ex-- 

i~ i- ■ - _ . 



ih Japan, in’ which front-line 
staff arc encouraged toshow Ini- 
tiative and pass cm their skills. 

' The report calls for new 

legislation to force all local au- 
thorities to drawup safety plans 
for their- communities. , 

The mquh/s findings have 
been sent to the Home Secre- 
tary, all police forces and local 
authorities. . . . 

■ The Role and RespanstbUities 
of the Police . £8; The Indepen- 
dent Committee of Inquiry, 
t Glyn St, London SE11 5HA. 


Prescription for change: Profession asks Government to redefine its role amid growing concern over criminal investigations 

GPs seek 
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to define 


new core 
contract’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


Family doctors’ leaders want to 
define a new “core contract” 
with extra payments for some 
work which many GPs do 
already. 

Their move comes as 
Stephen Done!!, the Secretary 
of State for Health, is offering 
family doctors an expanded 
role - taking more work tradi- 
tionally done in hospital into 
general practice. 

Agreeing a definition of core 
GP services is “absolutely cru- 
cial" to progress towards the 
new GPs’ contract which Mr 
Don-ell has implied is on offer. 
Dr lan Bogle, chairman of the 
British Medical Association's 
General Medical Services Com- 
mittee said in an interview with 
the Independent. 

He said that over the past 
decade, large amounts of extra 
work had “slid into" general 
practice. The dramatic expan- 
sion of nursing homes had 
placed heavy demands on GPS 
from high-dependency patients 
who used to be in long-stay 
beds, he said. They had brought 
in work “that is not general 
practice work". 

GPs were being expected to 
monitor a growing range of 
treatments; from complex anti- 
coagulent treatments for pa- 
tients to treatments for arthritis. 






NICHOLAS TIMMINS 


Seeking clarification: The role and responsibilities of family doctors must be tightly defined, according to Dr Ian Bogle Photograph: Dfllon Bryden 


under consultant care and 
supervision. Drug treatments 
for infertility or cancer of the 
prostate and some other cancels 
had moved into general prac- 
tice. initially to shift the drug 


costs from hospitals, but with 
the effect of adding work for- 


family doctors’ load. Other GPs 
had taken on drug and solvent 
abuse work. 

Much of this was work “that 


we would say was specialist 
work, outside of core general 
practice", he said. 

The BMA could also mean a 
demand to split the contract into 
day and night services, with 
some GPs shedding their 24- 
hour responsibility for patients 
while others provide night 
cover only 

The BMA's stance points to 
a battle ahead between GPs and 
the Government, with ministers 


resisting doctors' moves to es- 
tablish a restricted definition of 
their job. while at the same time 
GPs seek contracts from health 
authorities for what they define 
as “non-core*' services. 

Dr Bogle said that with 
morale amongst family doc- 
tors collapsing and fewer junior 
doctors opting for general prac- 
tice because of die workload, it 
was “vital" that family doctors 
“clearly defined what the 


current job was and what should 
be excluded". 

Doctors’ negotiators would 

^ I la. IJ 


define the core job and it would 
be up to individual family doc- 


tors whether they continued 
doing work beyond it or sought 
extra payment from health 
authorities 


i some 


GPs also want to drop 
of the “crazy” aspects or health 


promotion in their present con- 
tract - simply counting the 


number of smokers on their list 
or screening over-75 & annually 
- for which there was no evi- 
dence of an improvement in 
health care. 

Defining the core was “an im- 
mensely difficult task", Dr 
Bogfe conceded, audit would 
- have to change over time. 

A document defirilngithe 
core is to be put to theBMAs 
family doctors committee later 
this month. 


The British Medical Association 
yesterday attacked . a "sinister 
trend” in which it is claimed 
that doctors are facing an 
increased risk of criminal 
charges, including manslaugh- 
ter,'wfteo patients die in unusual 
circumstances. 

The Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice has recently considered or 
is stiD considering proceedings 
against five doctors, and last 
year it unsuccessfully prose- 
cuted an obstetrician for un- 
lawfully proc uri ng an abortion 
when he removed a foetus, 
during a hysterectomy, without 
the patient’s consent. : 

Dr Sandy Macara. chairman 
of the eouncal of the BMA, said: 
“I do not think professional peo- 
ple doing their job should face 
crimin al proceedings when mis- 
takes occur.” In some cases, he 
added, the “lawis an utter ass” 
and there appeared to be a “sin- 
ister change occurring in the le- 


Cas» at present wifo the CK ^ 
or recently wnsidered include " - 
d^ofM^OrmerodLaged85, .. 
who allegedly starved to death ' . • 
after her GP stopped a food : 
suppfement at a noising home, r 
in Preston. Carole Buswash, ^^ 
53, died after aDeged^beit^^ ; r4 

given a painkiller at 10 times the '• 

dose prescribed for her, fol- 
lowing a hysterectomy at Mkk 
dlesex Hospital. A deciflqo is- 
also pending over Stephen 

jumped from^ nariti-sti^eycar 1 
park after treatment 'at the 
Edith Morgan Centre ra'Hxfoay,. 

A fourth case involved Ann 
Pritchard, who was admitted lo 
the Derbyshire Royal Infirmary,- 




after a drug overdose butwbo 
fter she went into a duK* 


gal environment in which 
doctors have to operate”. 

He was not, he said, seeking 
immunity from prosecution for 
doctors. But if criminal pro- 
ceedings became more common 
it would have big implications 
for doctors’ relations with their 
patients and for defensive med- 
icine. Doctors would not risk 
some procedures and would 
over-order X-rays and other 
uthei 


died after 

betic coma, and a fifth- was 
that of Alexandra McConneB^ y 
aged 9, who died in the Jo5m ^ A. 
Radcliffe Hospital Oxford. *6:5?^ '.7 - ,, 
ter contracting chicken pQ£j~; o. E3 
which she proved unable to , 

sist because of steroid thera«w£ - " 
for an eye infection. ifc&b 
In the last two cases, the CI5'&"- 
yesterday said there was insu^yu 
fident evidence to proceed. ' ^ ’ 


A spokeswoman, however,/ 
:d there had been any 


Sculpt'*’* 
toil*' ir2 a 


tests to protect themselves. 


denie. 

change of policy or that it was 
“seeking out" cases for prose- 
cution. Doctors, however, could 
hot be given blanket immunity 
any more than any other group. 
“IfenhHes have the right to harc 
cases properly investigated.” 
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JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Primary schools are holding 
cash balances erf up Lo £100,000 
while others are in the red, says 
a report .from the Audit Com- 
mission published yesterday. 

In secondary schools, the 
figuresfor reserves range from 
£250,000 to cash deficits. 

The size of school balances 
caused a row last year when 
Conservative MPs said schools 
should be spending their re- 
serves rather than protesting 
about spending cuts. The latest 
re porti. which gives the first of- 
_• final figures on school budgets . 
since last year’s cuts, shows 
that three in five schools are dig- 
ging into their balances to pay 
running costs for the current 
financial year. 

Most balances, says the re- 
port on 71 schools, are ear- 
marked for specific projects 
but ; some schools are keeping 
thousands of pounds in the 
bank for no particular reason. 

The commission says bal- 
ances should be kept to a pru- 
dent minimum and held for 
clearly stated puiposes. 

The primary school with 
more than £100,000 in the bank 
has fewer than 100 pupils -but 
it was spying up for an unspec- 
ified project. However, one pri- 
mary school had more than 
£60,000which had not been ear- 
marked and one secondary 
had £75,000, which it was not 
saving far a spedfie purpose. . 


’ The report shows that in one- 
third of schools, the amount of 

- cash spent, on each pupil went 
down last year. Pupil-teacher ra- 
tios are expected to rise this year 
to 23.2 in primary and 16.5 in 
secondary schools. 

However, the amount 
schools of similar size have to 
spend on each pupil, from bud- 
gets delegated to them by local 
authorities, varies dramatically. 

Some primary schools of be- 
tween 100 and 200 pupils have 
about £2,750 per pupil com- 
pared with others wtuch have 
only £1,250. Secondary. school 
spending ranges from a high of 
£2,900 to around £1,800. 

David Whitbread, education 
undersecretary at the Associ- 
ation of County Councils, said: 
“Schools with delegated budgets 
need to have balances to cope. 

- with contingencies. Some 
schools need larger balances if 
they are saving up to buy a new 
mini -bus or plan tri redecorate 
the school every three years. 

Dong McAvqy, general sa> 
retaiy of the National Union of 
Teachers, said: “They [schools] 
can’t plan for the future when 
theybave to draw money out of 
iheirbaJances for ruining costs. 
The impact is seen in rising dass 
sizes and resource shortages.” 
■ Four out of five company 
directors believe that school 
-leavers and graduates do not 
match up to basic litera^r and 
numeracy standards, accord- 
: frigid an Institute of Directors 
• survey published yesterday. 


loses legacy battle 


The sculptor Henry Moore’s 
daughter Mary yesterday .lost the 
latestround in her battle fo'gain 
control of mfllioos of pounds’ 
worth of her father's work. • 

Mary Spencer Mooire 
Danowski, 49, had appealed 
againsta 1993 High Courtrul- 
iog relating to the own ership of 
her father’s ehprmous artistic 
oatput between; 1577 and his 
death, aged 88, in 1986. 

She and her mother helped 
the sculptor set op the charitable 
Henry Moore Foundation in 
1976. In 1977, Moore became 
an employee of the foundation’s ; 
tr ading arm, HMF Enterprises, 
because of his worry oyer tax 
liabilities. The foundation’s stu- 
dios and 70-acre garden at the 
sculptor's former home. Hog- 


lands, near Much Hadham in 
Hertfordshire, contain more 
than 600 priceless Moore sculp- 
tures. Mrs Danowski claimed , 
that Moore’s artist’s copies of i 
the , 215 bronzes he produced 
during this period were the 
: sculptor’s property and became 
part of his estate after his death. 

But Lord Justice Nourse, sit- 
ting in the Court of Appeal, up- 
. held the 1993 judgment, ruling 
that the 1977 agreement stated 
plainly that HMF Enterprises 
had ownership of any future 
work, including artist’s copies. 

Mrs Danowski, who was not 
in court tp hear the judgment, 
was ordered to pay the' costs of 
the appeal, and was refused 
leave for a further appeal to the 
House of Lords. 
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Plastic fantastic 
upstages Prada 


.•cT 






A Moschino inflatable shawl 


Photograph: Paolo Coccc 


TAMSIN BLANCHARD 

Fashion Editor 

The late Franco Moschino 
would have given his approval 
to the talented team of young 
designers who are taking his 
name into the new millennium. 

Presenting their new' cre- 
ations immediately after those 
of Prada may have given lesser 
designers cold sweats, but they 
chose instead to poke fun at 
the competition. When a trade- 
mark nylon Prada bag was worn 
to open the Moschino show, the 
familiar Prada logo read 
“Pasta" instead. 

Unlike the rest of Milan. 
Moschino trades on its reputa- 
tion for making fashion funny. 

Miucria Prada need not have 
been too worried though. Her 
collection of luxury classics was 
presented with customary 
panache and she had only to 
look around the audience to 
know that she still has her 
finger on the pulse. 

Prada’s spring/su miner 
granny jackets and skin suits, 
and loose basket-weave print 
nylon trousers were being worn 


in abundance. The only prob- 
lem is that the clothes have such 
a distinctive trademark they 
become instantly dated. 

But this mass Prada hysteria 
is a sign of the labels far- 
reaching influence. It will be 
seen - not only wom head to 
foot by those in the know- but 
also oh the catwalks of other de- 
signers, from London to New 
York, where the label's second, 
younger line, Miu Min. will be 
shown at the end of the month. 

After seeing yesterday’s col- 
lection for autumn/wimer 1996, 
the uninitiated would be for- 
given for wondering what all the 
fuss is about. For here were sim- 
ple. sensible clothes that might 
not look so special if you did not 
know the label inside them. 

The use of late Sixties/early 
Seventies bathroom tile prints 
in brown and orange has con- 
tinued into the collection for 
next winter, as have straight- 
legged trousers and thick matt 
nylon nurses’ dresses. There 
were also plain cashmere V- 
□eck jumpers that, unlike the 
prints, will be wardrobe staples 
season after season. 
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Marines jailed for rape that 
strained US links to Japan 
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Barbara Cannon, mother of one of lira jailed servicemen, ootside the courthouse In Okinawa 


Photograph: Reuter 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

Three American servicemen 
were jailed yesterday for the 
gang-rape of a 12-vear-old 
Japanese girl, at the end of a 
ease which has outraged Japan 
and undermined security ties 
between Tokyo and Washington. 

Navy Seaman Marcus GUL 
23. and Marine Private Rodri- 
co Harp. 21. were sentenced to 
seven yeajs for the abduction 
and rape of the schoolgirl in the 
southern island of Okinawa on 
4 September last year. A third 
serviceman. Marine Private 
Kendrick LedeL 20. received a 
lighter sentence of sit and a half 
years on the grounds that 
although he tried to rape the girl 
he w as incapable of intercourse. 

The leader of the three-judge 
panel Shinei Nags mine, de- 
scribed the crime as “vicious”. 

The victim was waOdnc home 
from a shopping expedition in 
northern Okinawa when she was 
bundled into a hired car by the 
three men who drove her to a 


w 
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Dole set to 


nearby beach and took turns 
raping her. Prosecutors had 
called for 10-year terms for the 
men, but the sentences were still 
stiff hy the standards of Japan, 
where rapists typically go down 
for three or four years. 

The crime unleashed emo- 
tions in Okinawa. Three months 
before the rape. Okinawans 
had marked the 5Ulh anniver- 
sary of the battle which killed 
150.000 civilians in the dying 
day's of the Second World War. 
For 27 yeans after, the island was 
part of the United States. Even 
after it reverted to Japan in 
1972. the island continued to 
bear the overwhelming burden 
of American forces. Okinawa 
amounts to less than 1 per cent 
of Japan's total area, but hous- 
es up us 29.000 of the 47.000 US 
troops stationed in the country. 

The outrage was compound- 
ed when the US authorities 
refused to hand the suspects 
over to the Japanese police, un- 
der a bflalenil agreement which 
allows servicemen to remain in 
military custody until indict- 


ment. For several weeks there 
were demonstrations, culmi- 
nating in a rally in October at 
which 85.000 Okinawans called 
for the withdrawal of the US 
bases. The pressure increased 
when the Socialist governor of 
Okinawa. Masahide Ola, re- 
fused to sign documents nec- 
essary for Lhe leasing of the land 
occupied by the US military. 

The affair has revived cnlk for 
the abandonment of the US- 
Japan Security Treaty, regard- 
ed by Washington as its most 
important military alliance. Last 
November the US Defense Sec- 
retary, William Perry, was 
forced to make a special visit to 
calm the waters. The subject will 
he high on the agenda when the 
Japanese Prime Minister, Ryu- 
laro Hashimuto, entertains 
President Bill Clinton at a 
summit in Tokyo next month. A 
joint committee has been set up 
to consider way’s of reducing 
Okinawa's burden. 

For the time being, both 
sides insist the number of US 
Lroops in Japan will not be 


reduced, but uniis may he re- 
located on the Japanese main- 
land. Lasl monih. a US general 
conceded that planswere being 
considered to relocate .Ameri- 
can forces in the Pacific to 
Darwin, northern Australia. 

Even after yesterday's sen- 
tencing. the affair is not over. 
American lawyers represent- 
ing the three men said they 
would appeal. Throughout the 
trial there have been claims of 
forced confessions and legal 
irregularities. 

“The system of interroga- 
tions. for 23 days in this partic- 
ular case, without the assistance 
of an attorney Is a rotten system, 
which must change.” said 
Michael Griffith, an .American 
attorney. 

An application to transfc r the 
hearing elsewhere, on the 
grounds that inflamed public 
opinion made a fair trial in 
Okinawa impossible, was 
earlier rejected by the Su- 
preme Court. An American 
Embassy spokesman declined to 
comment on the trial. 
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Under sleet and snow. New 
York Republicans voted yes- 
terday m a primazy that seemed 
set to hand anotherwin foSeh- 
ator Bob Dole . and put Him all 
but beyond the reach of his.re- 
maSning rivals for his paries 
presidential nomination; 

7^ eonfy suspense was pro- 
vided by Steve Forbes.' who ap^ 
peared-et the last moment at 
Ieastjio.be nanowdpgJVfr Dole’s 
lead:. A victory by Mr. Forbes ' 
would.be a stunning upset, ; " ; 

New -Yoik is the biggest pree 
in the primary- process so far, 
with 93 delegates on bffer for 
the party's nominating conven- 
tion in ' August. If Mr Dole 
snares them, his lead in num- 
bers of delegates over Mr 
Forbes and his only other seri- 
ous rival, JEta Buchanan, would - 
make him well-nigh: invincible. 

“I think we will be the state 
that puts Senator Dole over the 
top." the Governor of New 
York, George Paudri, said. Only 
California and Texas win send, 
more delegates to the conven- 
tion in San Diego.! 

Of the three candidates, only 
Mr Forbes was still in the Em- 
pire State yesterday, apparent- 
ly glimpsing the miracle of an 
eleventh-hoar breakthrough. 

A final daily tracking poD for the 
New York Post showed Mr 
Dole's lead cut from 48.4 per 
cent to 46 per cent, while Mr 
Forbes bavf jumped from 18.7 
per cent to 24.2 per cent. 

Mr Buchanan appeared lo be 
losing ground in the state and 
registered only 13.6 percent in 
the Ne\y York Post polL . 

The race has been overshad- 
owed by controversy created by 
the state party's attempts to pre- 
serve rules that made it almost 
impossible for any candidate 
other than Mr Dole to make on 
to the ballot sheets. 

With help from the courts, Mr 
Forbes was able to qualify in all 
31 of the state's congressional 
districts, while Mr Buchanan 


;was standing in only 23 ’ State- 
. wide, therefore, die primary 
. amounted to a first head-to- 
head Dole-Forbes contest ‘ 

- So confident was Mr Dole 
•that, he had left yesterday to 
campaign in Florida, which 
votes on Tuesday. In Mkrai; thei 
Senator joked: *1 feel good : 
about New York; except It 
snowed up there. 1 If it snows 
here, we’re in trouble,” 

Mr Forbes received a boost 

• on Wednesday.iyben he was . en- 
dorsed by Jade Kemp, a former 
pro-football star and Bush cab- 
met member. But Mr Kemp, 
whose main interest in Mr 
Forbes is his advocacy of a flat 
tax, may have jumped in too 
late. “It’s like grabbing the helm 

• of the Titanic after it’s hit the 
ice," scoffed WnUam Powers, 
the stale party chairman. 

Mr Forbes alsopoured mon- 
ey into the state in the dosing 
hours of the campaign, with in- 
tensive advertising including a 
30-minute block of primetime 
on a. New York City television 
station. Chastising Mr Dole for 
refusing to take part in recent 
television debates, Mr Forbes 
offered to pay for his plane fare 
to return lo New York to debate 
with him on the half-hour show. 

The magazine magnate was 
meanwhile due to stage a “vic- 
tory party" in a Manhattan 
hotel yesterday evening 
. The event, aides said would 
mark his success in getting on 
the ballot across the state, even 
if the day’s voting did not give 
him victory: 

Mr Buchanan continued to 
defy party calls on him to retire 
from the race and help restore 
party unity. He promised sup- 
porters that he would “fight un- 
til Hell freezes over - and. then 
fight cm the ice”. 

Leading article, page 16 


FBI relives Cold War 
in hunt for Red spies 


Los Angeles — The FBI has 
wrapped up an advertising cam- 
paign that asked Vielnamese- 
Araericabs to help round up 
suspected Communist spies, 
writes Tim CornwelL 
Ads appearing last month in 
two of the largest Vietnamese- 
language newspapers in the 
country, andpteked up by radio 
and television, sought help 
againsl the “proliferation of 
Vietnamese Cbmmunist intel- 
ligence". The FBI is now 
following up hundreds of calls 
received in response; • . . . 
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The US and Vietnam opened 
foil diplomatic relations' last 
year, but the agency says there 
has lately been a surge in espi- 
onage. In a curious throwback 
to the Vietnam Wbr era, the 
newspaper notices asked new 
immigrants to help the US 
government “destroy the activ- 
ities, threat, and intimidation 
... of the underground Com- 
munist spies.” Economic 
espionage is the main target- 
. The Vietnamese-American 
community, estimated at about 
1 million, has seen sharp splits 
between ardent anti-Commu- 
nisis who denounce Hanoi and 
those who welcome closer ties 
with their home country. 

The San Francisco FBI 
spokesman, George Groltz, said 
the campaign was intended to . 
encourage disgruntled* Viet- 
namese spies to “come in from 
the cold". Mr Groltz said known 
Vietnamese spies had. tried to 
obtain security clearances and 
access to hi-tech companies 
based in California.' 
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champion v challenger 


Support Frank Bruno, as he defends his 
WBC World heavyweight title against Mike 
Tyson. Watch the whole event, live aid 
exclusive, from 01.00am on 17th March. 


If you are a Sky subscriber check your March 
SkyTVguide for full terms and conditions and details on 
how you can book this special pay per view event or 
ring 0990 66 33 11 for further information. 
Alternatively contact your local cable operator. 


Bugler v Welch 

Naseem vLawal 

Cricket World Cup 

Rangers v Celtic 

starts 22.00 

starts 23.15 

final starts 09.00 

kicks off 13.15 

16th March 

16th March 

17th March 

17th March 

l ^ sports % 

Q sports % 

^sports 

C 1 ' sports^ 


don’t miss this 
world-beating 

weekend on 16-17 March 

All the events listed above, except Bruno v Tyson, are automatically available to Sky Sports subscribers. 
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judgment 


Bosnia's partners in crime remain free ^ brood or 
boast of their bloodthirsty deeds, writes Emma Daly 

- - •Ua .Tnccm that 





Mostot 
even so 

— Radovan Karadzic, the 
of20 at poet-psychiai/ ict whrt 

e rally Bosnian Serbs - — . 

crop oi w ar. is the ami-ScarM Ptm 
Notpemel: he is everywhere, yet 
this bee Nato seeks mostly not to seek 
tv oath him there. General RaLk-. 


- Radovan Karadzic, the The cilleS^adic^e^e^d 

-psychiatrist who led the acting JJJf He is elusive, al- and drinking heavily, we asked 

dan Serbs into four veursol raorcobvn. ", tobeliv- how the commander was. 

Tdie ami-Scarlet Pim- the -Even in peacetime hfe is d.f- 

me under Mourn z.e^», f -.i. for a^nerals. the officer 

warren of bunkem and b siched- “He has many problems, 

that make u P B^a.an Serb ^^the^Sers but 




Ch Mladic, his partner in crimes 

. ■ ii-i'nrnitli! lO 


Armv headquarters close to 


not just with the soldiers but 
with civilians {mnving out of 
Sarajevo! who have nowhere to 
live. Hes very busy." But he still, 
aoparenth. finds lime and space 
to visit his troops. “Of course, 
whv not?" 


by CIS nauiu^. "v* lo Uie town O? Han Fijesak. in 

match, against eastern Bosnia, 

the col> the Intemauonal Tribunal, beside a narrow 

er diffi taken a more traditional n^le, S winding through 

The vanishing into a subterranean ^ the onIy due to 

Leeds bunker fiic nature of the apparently when Mr 

5££feS ggagi §f£SS5 

and manned by several young 

new Sarajevo, a'goidcn p^cc their 

I built bv the world for Serbs who office r to m.™ 

I have fied the capital. U ”“How did vou find this 

I .Mr Karadzic and Gcncral »^ lh ^ o£ficcr asked, be- 
mused. Directed by locals. of 
course, in our search for Gen- 






one ol aoove gruunu. 
bative grandiose ui his schemes lor uie 
future, hoping to write the uie 
of two cities: old Sarajevo, re- 
, duced to rubble by his guns, and 
new Sarajevo, a golden place 
built by the world for Serbs who 
have fled the capital. 

Mr Karadzic and General 
Mfadic, the Chilian and military 
authors of the bloody Serb war 

in Bosnia, are fugitwes in a --bTyou know- 

shrinking fiefdom. soight b>^e - K f he asked 

International War Cnmvs Tn *h 8 whv did you come 

bunai on charges of genocide i neu ■ . ^ 

The 60.000 Nac. >™o P s bf J j„. and orjr 

m Bosnia have the n-h were temporarily 

n arrest both men. but not the cameras ereetine was 

inclination, at least for the lime removed, but the greeting 


SSKai 



entire city reverts to • 


’^Badzi^snaiKwabe^r 

W m oar : totory 


satame 

military unit based ® 

“Bot there are stronger foreej 

trying to push biin out -JfJLj 
..j.'s - 5,, uvtin. It S the •. 


.SES&ES*^n# 

tame for Mladic, - • - 


rival city to Sarajevo, 


lidiMdvjnwv.-r- , 

be said, bv at least three body- 
■raards, although they arc prob- 
ably thinking first about the ||■^l■ll • 

Radovan Karadzic parade, plans to, build a 

n,l \sonc Serb analyst noted ^ slobodan Milosevic of As an indicted warenmmai, (SPS), whiSfe S"- 

Mr Karadac seems better^ Preside meiUor t0 bolh Mr ting aptamches in Bosnia and 

now than before the Dayton anoarentlv biding his He may remain the power ce ' among those op- 

r? de f.Sdiatoe d n£ SwoSwgoflem. hbd 

Serbian stale media has en«u loncer term, however, where strength is pnzM mow date, the Bosn- 

its smear campaign lh J? ^ture S looks bleak. Mr all in a leader, his will surely ^ to campafgh on 

ssasgsg saaSSS-3feass aataw w^i 


entity shares-Bog™*® » 
cal philosophy, that rs. the phi- 
losophy of its ruling party. . . 

Mr Karadzic has looked 
drawn in recent public appear- 
ances, despite some success ** 

nr in RaniA'lJlka. 


. — lwt Jd - - 

victims hope it WtHsocat penal 
d.(hat'OE.Tbe;r 


^ Hague. 
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You wouldn't think so, given 
their generally fdoomy, manner, 

but the Russians are optimists. 

They are, for example, un- 
^akably convinced ihat‘q«!ng.: 
has begun. The o ther day th ey 
even marked its begmnmgwith. 
a celebration in. Moscow's 
G«ty Park at whidt they set fire 
to a straw man, an effigy of win- 
ter. It was so cold that only a few 
people turned up. It has been 
snowing, on and affcever sina. 

I was reminded of this spirit 
of optimism yesterday on meet- 
ing a middle-aged. Russian 
woman, a vague acquaintance, 
1 IJ-.k. ilamgnrlMl M 


who suddenly demanded to 
know if I had bought any pre- 


KJRIW 11 jl uau —J r' w 

sentsyetand,if so, what? See- 
ing my blank expression, she 
explained: today is Interna-, 
tional Women’s Day, a Soviet- 
era holiday which is still 
observed. . 

Men are expected, to buy 
gifts for their wives, daughters, 
and mothers. “Get something 
fanciful, something to celebrate 
the season, something spring- 
like” my friend counselled, be- 
fore wading off cheerfully 
through two feet of snow. 

It Iras struck me before that 
the way Muscovites come to 
terms with their endless winters 
is by lopping off a couple of 
months at the beginning and 
end, and pretending their cli- 
mate is no different to that of 
London and Paris* put, stand- 


ing ontside fretting about the 
‘ dawned on me why 


presents, it dawn- 

this communal fantasy can't 
work. In the gaps between the 
rumble of dry traffic and the ali- 
too-frequent scream of car 
alarms, the place lies beneath 
a deep wintry hash. There is al- 
most no birdsong. In fact, there 
are very few birds. ’ 

With one outstanding ex- 
ception: crows. Just as voles 
have reportedly adapted to ra- 
dioactivity around Chernobyl, 
and are breeding away on the 
surrounding landscape, so too 
have crows evolved which seem 
to thrive on the smog and 

refrigeration of Moscow. They 
are the Russian- traffic ^ police- 
men of the ornithological^ world 
- bossy, squat creatures, of ac- 
quisitive habits, in bluish-grey 
uniform. And they -rule the 
roost, outnumbering the city’s 
flocks of ratty-looking pigeons 
and sparrows. Here there, is no 
parliament of fowls, but an 
outright dictatorship. 

. The Moscow grey ctow, 
known, by locals as “the flying . 
grey wolf”, has generated its 
own mythology. Russians will 
ieH you that these birds build 
their nests from aluminium and 
copper wires stolen from build- 
ing sites; not a difficult, task as 
half the dty is either falling 
down, or being rebuilt. They are 
regularly accused of having dri- 
ven away every smaller bird - 
nightingales, chaffinches, Starr 
lings, thrushes - from the dty. 

So numerous are they that 
legend has it, when a toddler in. 
Moscow was recently asked by 
a kindly relative to-“raake the - 
sound that the birdies make” 
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seedin pubfiegne e a .revi ew of 

thft rro€^fflT)ecexnbcr,.a.re- . 

maikabfe absence even r : . 

who always slmnncd thc medm 
Umefidbi Peri^hetos^enr : r 
: the time mBclgrade, the s^of - 

tire grave of his dang^, who 

cx>mmiHed suicide m 1994. Her 
dcaffi wasnever exfdamed:ru- -- 
niburs m Belgrade had it that •• -. 
sbe was tamma£hriH,or 
"could notbemritegt^<«b cr 
fathers career in Bosnia..- - 
. “NDadic," smd owr;-»n> m 
-■ pale, “is uoi in heaven or on 
Warrti hht m, between. I tkm t •• - 
know tfie word in Erigfish-” He : 
ineemt purgatory; thegenerals 
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she replied not with a “twwt- 
tweet” zbut a forlorn cawing 

noise. All this has not made the 

crow popular. Nor has the fact 
that 1 Muscovites, who tend " 
to live in tiny apartments, often 
store food on their balconies. 

The sub-zero temperatures 
keep the food fresh, but provide 
no protection from the flying 
policemen. 1 '. 

Scientists estimate about 
300,000 grey crows nest in 
Moscow in the summer, rising 
10 a million in the winter, when 

they fly down from the north for 

food - some from as far away 
Siktivkar, 2,000 rafles to the 
north-east. They are attracted 
by the city's many rubbish ups 
anrf by the residents’ habit ol 
throwing scraps out of their ^ win- 
dows (a practice which has led 
some dog owners to muzzle 
their pets; to ensure that they 
don't eat something poisonous). 

“If Moscow had to have an 
ornithological coat of arms it 

would be a crow,” grumbled the 

newspaper Moskovskx Komso- 
molets several years ago, in an 
article which called for squads 
of schoolchildren to mount a 
guard over the crows' nests to 
prevent the hen birds from re- 
turning to their eggs- 
periodic calls for the stoning 
of the crows are not new to 
Moscow, whose corvine popu- 
lation pre-dates Nan the Terri- 
ble. But they win no support 
from Igor Lebedev, a biologist 
at the Moscow Veterinary 
Academy. He estimates that 
eyery day the birds eat 60 ton- 
nes of the city’s organic waste 
- detritus which would other- 
wise breed an even larger pop- 
ulation of rats, as well as stench 
and disease. Moreover, he 
points oat, the grey crow is high- 
ly intelligent, with an IQ com- 
parable to that of a marmoset. 

. Nor is'Jgor Lebedev the first 
here to admire.the crow. Cen- • 
turies ago, the Slavs thought 
crowswereakindofdeiQr. be; 

. cause they walked on two feet- , 
Perhaps Napoleons' army 
had thebest idea after invadisg 
Russia. .in 1812. Discovering 
that Spring had not sprung (do ■ 
doubt despite local assurances 
to the contrary) and that they 
were freezing to death; they dip 
what any - seff-respeciuife - 
Frenchman would' do . wfaeh 
ironfrentedwith an empty stoat 
ach and . living ^ creatures. They!-, 
ate them. 
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international 


Rebels push thorn further into Yeltsin’s side 


PHIL REIVES 

Moscow , 

Bpns Yefem’s governmem was 


ter Qiecfenrebels spent a sec- 
ond day trying to grab back 
control pihe Chechen capital, 
: Grozny, j air effort to- i nflict 
maximuir embarrassment on 

the Kre rrm 

As his loops struggled to re- 
buff Chehen attacks across 
the city, fa Yeltsin provided 
-Russians tith further reason to 
subject tat that be has no 
workable ohition to the conflict 
- despite & promise to find one 


before lhe presidential election 
m three months’ time. 

The President, looking 
solemn,- emerged from a meet- 
ing of his policy-making Secu- 
rity Council in Moscow with 
nothing more than a vague as- 
surance that he was working on 
the framework of a bine print for 
bringing “peace through sta- 
bilisation”. He promised to un- 
veil lull details to the “entire 
world” by the month's end, a de- 
lay that seems certain to disap- 
point many Russians who have 
long been embittered by the loss 
of life in the 15-month war, and 
angered by the failure of the 


Kremlin's hawks to fulfil an ear- 
lier boast that they could bring 

iL to a quick end' His inderi- 
siveness and apparent help- 
1 lessness at the hands of what 
most regard as lawless terror- 
ists will only do more damage 
to Mr Yeltsin's chances of re- 
turning to office. 

The President's strongest po- 
litical rival, the Communist 
leader Gennady' Zyuganov, who 
is well ahead in the poDs. was 
quid: (o rub sail into the wound, 
warning that the war could be- 
come a “second Afghanistan” 
and pouring scorn on Mr 
Yeltsin for being unable to set- 


tle the conflict by peaceful 
means always relying on force. 

To widespread” amazement, 
the President seemed out of 
touch with the unfolding dramas 
in Chechnya yesterday, prompt- 
ing suspicions that his inner cir- 
cle is withholding information 
from him - an allegation that 
also arose last month during 
Russia's disastrous bombard- 
ment of Pervomayskciye. Mr 
Yeltsin told reporters outside his 
Security Council meeting that 
the rebels bad been driven out 
of Grozny when this was in fact 
far from the case. 

Eyewitnesses said that the 


Chechen forces had penetrated 
deep into the already wrecked 
city, seizing control of a poiice 
station and a hospital and tak- 
ing prisoner 84 Russian con- 
struction workers. By yesterday 
evening, the rebels controlled a 
third of the city. 

The Russian forces appear to 
have been caught out by the of- 
fensive which Began at dawn on 
Wednesday after some 30b 
rebels rolled in on a suburban 
train which they had comman- 
deered. Yesterday Russian In- 
terior Ministry police (Omon) 
were reportedly driven back 
into their hide-outs because 


they began to run out of am- 
muniiionat around 1 lam. .An of- 
ficial from the Moscow-backed 
Chechen government told the 
Interfax news agency that at 
2pm - three hours after the 
fighting began - the Russian 
army was still not in action. 

The Chechens - between 500 
and 1 .(H.I0. according to Russian 
estimates - are rumoured to be 
led by Shamil Basaycv, the 
Chechen commander who led 
last year's mass hostage-taking 
in the southern Russian town of 
Budennovsk. an episode that 
was widely seen as a humiliation 
for Mr Yeltsin. 


Last night there were re- 
ports that the Chechens had 
successfully sabotaged the city's 
heating plant, three water 
pumping stations, and an oil 
pipeline, and had installed 
snipers only 100 yards from the 
headquarters of the Moscow- 
installed Chechen government. 

Water supplies were cut. and 
intense fighting was said to 
have begun around Grozny’s 
television station. Figures for 
lhe number of dead axe usual- 
ly unreliable, but the Russians 
admitted that some 70 of their 
forces had been killed, and 
claimed that 130 rebels died. 


For Mr Yeltsin yesterday’s 
events arc a realisation ol a 
nightmare, as they undermine 
his efforts to convince a scep- 
tical electorate that he can fix 
the Chechen crisis They also 
suggest that the rebels - whom 
he has vowed to kill - arc able 
to sabotage his political fortunes 
at will. Although they seem 
unlikely to win Grozny - Russ- 
ian 1 reinforcements were 
streaming in yesterday as vir- 
tually every Russian position 
was under fire - the Chechens 
are equally unlikely to cease to 
be a thorn in the Kremlin's side 
as the election approaches. 


Turkey’s top author sentenced for article on Kurds 



deficit 

unites 



l ADRIAN RIDGE . 

j Central Erope Correspondent 

i' _ 

After a r<v lastiiig more than 
six:, month - and one election 
later - Autria’s two main par-' 
! ties kisse» and made up yes- 
; terday wh the announcement 
j that, for te fourth time in suc- 
cession, thy would renew their 
Jeft-rigfat oalition government, 

A relieed Franz Vrannzky. 
who remais chancellor, hailed 
the agreeientbetween his So- 
cial Demerits (SPO) and the 
conservalve People's Party 
(OVP) am triumph for com- 
mon sen: and compromise. 
WolfgangSchusseL the OVP 
leader an deputy chancellor, 
described! as ‘‘good news for 
Austria". . 

At ihecentre of the new 
agreemer is a tough package 
of austerir measures designed 
to cut 10 billion schillings 
(£6_5bn) rom the country’s 
spiralling udget deficit over the 
next two ?ais. 

In a bi.-to show they mean 
business, te coalition partners, 
said tbe\pianned to cut two. 
ministexuposts and reduce the 
number ( state secretaries. 

It wasdisagreement over 
how to reace the budget deficit 
that caus£ the break-up last au- 
tumn ofihe last SPO-OVP 
coalition iter less than oneyear 
in office Although the SPO 
emergedstrengtbened from 
the Deceiber election that fol- 
lowed, te new cost-cutting 
economi policy bears the firm 
imprint cthe OVP, which even 
flirted wh the idea of throw- 
ing in hsol wilhJorg Haider’s 
extremeighr Freedom Party to 
ensure igot its way. 

As pa! of the austerity pack- 
age, denned to bring Austria 
into line nih the Maastricht cri- 
teria focoining the single Eu- 
ropean urreucy, 10,000 civil 
service osts are to be axed by 
the endif next year, generous 
matemi/ leave payments are to 
be slashd and students up to 
the age of 27 will no longer 
be abk to travel for free on 
public tansport. 

In a country that has got 
used tom astonishing degree of 
welftuexishkming, the prospect 
of the ctshas already provoked 
protestfrom trade unions, pen- 
sion ersrnd students, thousands 
of whoa this week teamed up 
with tbir university professors 
in detiling an indefinite strike. 

Mar? Austrians, however, 
have rcognised that, with the 
openiig of the Iron Curtain in 
1989 ad entry into die Euro- 
pean Union last year, the days 
of job for life and early retire- 
ment ?ere destined to come to 
an en*. “"We have no option but 
blooc- sweat and tears," said 
Anndiese Rohrer, political 
edito of the daily Die Press e. 



Penned liu Mr Kama! (left), best known for his book Memed, my hawk, in court yesterday with his publisher, Erdal Oz 
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HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

Like a wicked godmother curs- 
ing lhe new-born centre-right 
government that took power in 
Turkey yesterday. Istanbul’s 
Stale Security Court handed 
down a 20-month jail sentence 
on Turkey's best-known writer, 
Yashar Kemal. 

The three judges derided 
there was an incitement to 
racial hatred in his article 
“Black Clouds over Turkey", in 
which he condemned Turkish 
oppression of the Kurds. Mr Ke- 
rn al’s passionate article was 
published in a book called Free- 
dom of Expression in Turkey , 
subsequently banned. 

“1 am being judged because 
I want the war to stop. I will figbt 
until death for the end of this 
war [between the Turkish army 
and Kurdish guerrillas]," Mr 
Kemal said. “More than three 
and a half million people have 
been driven from then* homes 
and are now searching rubbish 
dumps for their food." 

The sentence against Mr Ke- 
mal and the fine on Ins co-de- 
fendant and publisher, Erdal 
Oz. who was ordered to pay the 
equivalent of £38, were sus- 
pended as long as they did not 
repeal their “crime" within five 
years. Lawyers said both would 
appeal against the sentence but 
this was not the attitude taken 
by Mr Kemal. 72. As he left the 
courtroom, he shouted: “Jail me 
if you like. It is not you who 
sentence me. I condemn you." 

The judges may have con- 
sidered they were being le- 
nient, deferring to Mr Kemal ‘s 
international prestige, his 30 


novels translated into many 
languages and sales of 5 million 
books in Turkey alone. He is 
Kurdish and writes in Turkish, 
seeing himself as a mix of the 
two. 

Mesut YDmaz, the new Prime 
Minister, who sought Mr Ke- 
mal’s advice before the De- 
cember election, told Milliyei 
newspaper his government 
would think* about allowing 
Kurdish television and Kurdish 
education. Even the word Kurd 
was taboo less than a decade 
ago and a change in Turkish al- 
titudes was shown by Mr Ke- 
maJs prosecutor yesterday, who 
acknowledged the Kurds “as a 
race but not as a nation'’. But 
when be said he believed the ar- 
ticle was not criminal, that the 
book should be unbanned and 
Mr Kemal and Mr Oz acquit- 
ted, the judges would not relent. 

The sentence is bound to stain 
the reputation of the new coali- 
tion government Kurdish na- 
tionalists will also see little 
future hope in an unsurprising 
programme read out to parlia- 
ment yesterday. Mr Yilmaz 
spoke in cliches of “separating 
the terrorists from the peo- 
ple". And the armv is building 
its troop strength In the main- 
ly Kurdish south-east for the tra- 
ditional spring offensive. 

The new Cabinet is packed 
with technocrats to run the 
economy but also includes for- 
mer police chiefs associated 
with a mixed policy of military 
repression and economic 
promises. These helped de- 
populate the Kurdish rural 
south-east and restored order in 
towns but have failed to end the 
1 1-year guerrilla insurgency. 



Franz Vranitzky: Coalition a 
triumph for common sense 
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The Right Rev Stanley Booth-Clibborn 
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Stanley Booth-Clihbom - Bish- 
op of Manchester from 1979 
to 1992 - was a controversial 
and energetic bishop of the 
Thatcher veais. 

His diocese had the largest 
group of run-down Urban Pri- 
ority parishes and this impelled 
him to constant public pleas for 
a social order which would re- 
dress the balance in favour of 
the marginalised- In 1991 he 
published Taxes - Burden or 
Blessing?, which urged “a radi- 
cal change in our attitudes to- 
wards what we do in common 
and how we pay for it”. He was 
an 'Anglican rarity - a bishop 
who was known to belong jo the 
Labour Party - whether speak- 
ing in a downtown pulpit in Sal- 
ford or in the House of Lords. 

This least pontifical of bish- 
ops came from the Booth fam- 
ily. which had founded the 
Salvation Army, and he married 
Anne Forrester, member of a 
family distinguished for ser- 
vice in the Church of Scotland. 
Again he was unusual among 
.Anglican bishops in feeling at 
home in radical and reformed 
circles, both political and 
ecclesiastical. 

But he was not a “party 
man". He was scrupulous in bis 
policy of appointing conserva- 
tives and catholics ty> posts in his 
diocese. His natural sympa- 
thies were with radical causes: 
inner-city parishes, support for 
the developing world, and the 
ordination of women as priests. 
Through his wife, a deputy 
chairman of Christian Aid, 
he had wide international 
contacts. 

Brisk, hard-working, like- 
able. Booth-Clibborn was born 
in London, educated at High- 
gate School and then spent five 
years' commissioned service in 
the Royal Artillery, including 
two veais in India. At Oriel Col- 


lege. Oxford, many of his 
friends were destined for poli- 
tics but he decided to offer for 
ordination. After four years in 
east-end parishes in Sheffield he 
served in Kenya for 1 1 years in 
ecumenical posts. 

He was appointed Editor- 
In-Chief of East African Ven- 
ture Newspapers, a project 
which was designed to draw to- 
gether the Churches and the de- 
veloping African leadership. I 
once beard him speaking in a 
shop-front church in Nairobi 
challenging his African con- 
gregation to prepare for 
political struggles when inde- 
pendence came. When a wor- 
shipper rebuked him that this 
was politics, not religion, he in- 
sisted that God was calling the 
congregation to be responsible 
for Ihcir own nation, adding, 
“Politics is not a dirty business 
Africans can leave to the 
British." He also advocated the 
freeing of Jomo Kenvatta from 
prison”, basing this on his con- 
viction that, despite the horrors 
of Mau Mau. Kenya would 
soon need KenyaUa as India 
had needed Gandhi. After in- 
dependence, he had ap hon- 
oured place in East Africa. 

The Bootb-Clibborns re- 
lumed to inner-city parishes in 
Lincoln. Their unusual exper- 
tise was welcomed by the British 
Council of Churches. Christian 
Aid and Lincoln Theological 
College. Stanley was next ap- 
pointed Vicar oif the Universi- 
ty Church, Great St Mary’s. 
Cambridge. It was typical of his 
good -humour and modesty that 
he would tell against himself the 
story of Bishop John Robinson's 
letter on behalf of Trinity Col- 
lege Patronage Committee, 
which pressed him to accept 
with the words, “We are scrap- 
ing the bottom of the barrel." 

"Booth-Clibborn was 55 when 


appointed to the demanding 
diocese of Manchester. There 
were overwhelming problems 
such as huge Victorian church- 
es for tmy congregations, under- 
funded church schools and a 
boundary which meant that 
large numbers of those who 
drew their wealth from the city, 
lived in and supported a neigh- 
bouring diocese. However be 
was determined to “get on with 
things". He liked and admired 
Manchester, and its civic as- 
pects. He and Anne were end- 
lessly kind to clergy and their 
families when they were in 
trouble, whether from vandal- 
ism. illness or a breakdown in 
family life. 

Stanley Booth-Clibborn gave 
high profile and courageous 
leadership wherever he was. in 
Kenya, Cambridge or Man- 
chester. Speaking about the 
ordination of women, be said: 
“Some people have interpreted 
episcopal leadership as mean- 
ing that the Bishop should not 
take strong stands on contro- 
versial issues, but I think that 
that path simply’ enfeebles epis- 
copal leadership. People re- 
spect more the kind of 
leadership where it is quite 
dear where the bishop staoda" 
This enabled him to agree, 
shortly after his appointment to 
Manchester, to be the first 
Moderator of the Movement for 
the Ordination of Women. His 
stature was recognised well 
beyond the diocese. 

His way of working revealed 
his debt to his army back- 
ground, both British and 
Salvation. He was more con- 
servative in his faith than in his 
politics. Manchester felt that 
the\ r had a bishop who res- 
onated with much that was best 
in the community. A pres- 
surised vicar put it like this: 
“The Bishop says his prayers 


and carries the burdens of his 
people." In place of the old 
complaint “The Church is not 
for the likes of us" there came 
the frequent comment “Hie 
Bishop is on our side*'. 

Alan Webster 


Stanley Booth -Clibborn’s epis- 
copate was devoted to the dio- 
cese with its serving clergy, 
writes Canon F. W. Dillistooe. 
Never tiring in his relation to the 
needs and problems of each in- 
dividual parish, he manifested 
a steadfast leadership which 
inspired those with whom he 
was in contact. 

After London and Birming- 
ham. Manchester stands out as 
the- metropolis of the North. 
With its famous football teams, 
its important airport and its 
flourishing university, Man- 
chester holds a world-wide rep- 
utation. Moreover, it has 
undoubtedly been the centre in 
the north of England for other 
religious enthusiasms - not 
only non-Anglican but also Jew- 
ish, Muslim and Far Eastern. It 
has had a long Anglican tradi- 
tion. the diocese having been 
formed in the early 19th century. 
In consequence a bishop has to 
assume leadership within his 
own diocese as well as main- 
taining relations with the oth- 
er religious bodies wi thin his 
area. It was not surprising that 
William Temple was chosen 
more than 50 years ago to take 
charge of enterprises ranging 
from the great Conference on 
Politics, Economics and Citi- 
zenship to the stirring evange- 
listic efforts on the Blackpool 
Sands. 

In philosophy, history and 
economics, Manchester became 
a stage from which distin- 
guished scholars went on to 
Chairs in other universities: 
leading industrialists witnessed 



Mamonamania: four of the five Mamonas - from left to right, Julio Rasec, Samuel Reotl, 'Dinho' Alves and Alberto Hiroto 


Mamonas Assassinas 


The five members of Mamonas 
Assassinas shot out of nowhere 
to become the Brazilian teen 
pop sensation of the decade. 
They perished spectacularly to- 
gether in a plane crash, leaving 
only one record, and were 
mourned by the Brazilian pub- 
lic and media as extravagantly 
as Ayrton Senna, the last great 
popular hero to be buried in 
Brazil. 

“My grandchildren were very 
sad," President Henrique Car- 
doso commented in his note of 
condolence, and the culture 
minister stated that Brazil had 
lost “a singular manifestation of 
irreverent humour". The entire 
group, with two pilots and two 
technical staff, died when their 
rented Lear jet hit a hilltop ap- 
proaching Sao Paulo airport on 
the way back from the last con- 
cert or a national tour, and the 
Brazilian media quickly noted 
strong ironic elements to the 
story. 

For one thing, their record 
company had been planning to 
“disappear" the group for a few 
months to whet public appetite 
for a new album in the summer. 
For another, aeroplanes fea- 
tured strongly in the Mamonas' 


mythology. The cheerfully naive 
list of dedications on the sleeve 
of their hit alburn included, as 
well as the studio engineers who 
mixed the album in Los Ange- 
les and the Mexican cleaner in 
their hotel, the inventor of the 
aeroplane. Alberto Santos- 
Dumont, for haring made their 
first trip possible. 

All five group members were 
in their twenties and grew up to- 
gether in Guarulbos. the 
middle-class town next to Sao 
Paulo's airport. Pre-stardom, 
their lives appear to have been 
unremarkable. Alberto Hirolo, 
a guitarist, studied physics and 
took pan in yo-yo competi- 
tions. Other members were of- 
fice clerks or video store 
assistants. Alecsander “Dinho" 
Alves, the singer, chief lyricist 
and star personality of the band, 
worked as an assistant to a lo- 
cal town councillor. The group, 
initially called Utopia, was 
formed in 1989. and did the 
rounds of all the record com- 
panies unsuccessfully before 
EMI signed them as Mamonas 
Assassinas I “Killer Tits”) and in 
January 1995 released their 
first album. By the end of the 
vear it had sold 1.7 million 


copies, a remarkable feat in the 
recession-hit Brazilian music 
industry, and was a hit also in 
Argentina and Portugal while 
Mamonamania gripped Brazil- 
ian youth, with hordes of 
screaming pubescent followers 
besieging their hotels, and Din- 
ho and his new young model 
fiancee a staple of the gossip 
press. 

Only the most besotted of 
fans would impute high musi- 
cal quality to the Mamonas* 
record, and a common reaction 
among older Brazilians was 
scorn, turning on further expo- 
sure into amused fondness. The 
group's product was essential- 
ly straightforward rock, mixed 
with elements of what is often 
known as bregu or tacky music, 
a lower-class country-like pop, 
of which the Mamonas cannily 
used the melodic catchiness 
while simultaneously parodying 
the redneck associations. Oth- 
er key elements of the act were 
stage gear, a colourful jumble 


Tbeir huge hit “Animal 
World" is a sort of dirty nurs- 
ery rhyme, comparing the de- 
lights of humping different 
species of animal, while “Vira 
Vira", which succeeded in be- 
ing temporarily banned from ra- 
dio, tells the tale of one Maria 
who, invited to an orgy, comes 
home a week later minus one 
breast and “so shagged out she 
couldn’t sit down". 

A minor, but clear strand of 
the Mamonas’ work, visible in 
sharp little portraits of, for 
example, provincial social 
climbers hypnotised by shop- 
ping malls, was social satire, and 
it was this that impelled one 
Brazilian obituarist to say that 
the Mamonas' slight oeuvre, in 
its own wav, described the 
destiny of Brazil. 

Philip Sweeney 


of shirts. T-shirts, pyjamas, con- 
victs’ outfits and silty hats - and. 


above all, headline-grabbing 
lyrics- slang-laden and risque and 
delivered in an assortment of 
comic accents. 


Alecsander .Ah-es, singer bom 
1972; died 2 March 1996. Alberto 
Hiroto. guitarist: bom 1973: died 
2 March 1996. Julio Rasec, key- 
board player bom 1963; died 2 
March 1996. Samuel Reob, bass 
guitarist: bom 1974; died 2 
March 1996. Sergio Reoli, drum- 
mer bom 1972; died 2 March 
1996. 


the great change-over from the 
mills and factories to a much 
more diversified pattern (with 
the enormous influence of the 
growing radio and television in- 
dustries, together with the long 
tradition of the Manchester 
Guardian), culminating in a 
pattern of communication today 
which is far more central in its 
general outreach. 

Stanley Booth- Qibbom and 
his wife Anne went on steadily 
relating themselves to the many 
problems which a vast diocese 
brings. He did not forget mis- 
sionary responsibilities and 
when time allowed found out 
conditions at first hand. He did 
not forget the wonderful her- 
itage which was his and the way 
in which General Booth trans- 
formed the ranks of the down- 
and-outs everywhere. He. did 
not hesitate to speak ont when 
a public issue demonstrated 
rights and wrongs. 

I well remember Stanley 
Booth-Clibbom's enthrone- 
ment on a day frill of snow and 
ice: be laboured thereafter amid 
ail the demands of the diocese 
to set forward the cause of 
Christ in the teeming diocese of 
Manchester. 


Stanley Eric Francis Booth-CEb- 
bom. priest; bom London 20 Oc- 
tober 1924; ordained deacon 
1952 priest 1953; Training Sec- 
retary, Christian Council of 
Kenya 1956-63; Editor-in-Chief, 
East African Venture Newspapers 
1963-67; Leader, Lincoln City 
Centre Team Ministry 1967-70; 
Vicar, St Mary the Great, Cam- 
bridge 1970- 79; Bishop of Man- 
chester 1979-92, married 1958 
Anne Forrester (wo sons, two 
daughters); died Edinburgh 6 
March 1996. 


• Canon F. W. DilUstone died 5 
October 1993 
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Simon Cadell 


Strangers would still come up 
‘to Simon Cadell in the street 
and yell the catcfaphrase “ffi-de- 
Hir. This was something he had 
become used to in the 15 years 
since the hit series Hi-de-Hi! was 


first shown on BBC television, 
believing it to be “part of the 


job". It was while playing the 
role of Jeffrey Fairbrotber in the 
series, (he scrawny, well-spoken 
enter tainme nts manager of the 
fictitious Maplins holiday camp 
ai Crimpton-on-Sea, that he first 
found fame. 

But Cadell was as much at 
home in serious theatre as in 
television comedy. If on the 
screen he specialised in char- 
acters whose very fallibility 
made them appealing, on stage 
he was an accomplished actor 
who never did straight “imper- 
sonations", which he believed 
were dull; rather, he tried to give 
the audience a sense of a fulty- 
rounded character. 

Playing the part of Noel 
Coward in Noa and Gertie , a 
show which was put tewether by 
Coward's godson, Sheridan 
Morley, and which opened at 
the Comedy Theatre in De- 
cember 1989, Cadell said: “You 
have to take what you think of 
the man’s personality as you 
perceive it, and use those things 
and lose the rest." Cadell was 


himself witty, urbane and a 
bonviveur. 

Bora in 1950, Simon Cadell 
came from a family with a rich 
theatrical tradition spanning 
three generations. His father, 
John Cadell, was the son of the 
West End actress Jean Cadell 
and a distinguished actor’s 
agent, while Simon’s mother, 
Gillian, was the Principal of the 
Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama. His sister Selina is also 
an actress. - 

As a boy in his teens at Be- 
dales School, in Hampshire, 
Simon was puppyish and chub- 
by and disliked playing rugby. 
At the age of 16 heran away be- 
cause he could not stand the 
routine. This seemed to- be a 
recurring theme throughout 
CadelTs career: be was always 
seeking new challenges and be- 
lieved “fbsan actor, getting stale 
is the cardinal sin".. 

His first stage appearance 
was in 1967 wife the National 
Youth Theatre in the original 
production of Zigger Zagger by 
Peter Tearson. He joined the 
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School 
the same year and got his fiist 
acting job in 1969. 

Odell's ability to make peo- 
ple laugh was, ms fellow actor 
John Wells said, partly in his 
comic sense of tuning and part- 


.. a straight 
face. tOs natural sense of irony 
led him to see parallels between 
many of the parts he. played. 
‘Tairbrother was an honest 
academic, ont of bis depth - 
Hamlet was just another char- 
acter out of & depth," be said. 

In the tradition ofBobHope 
or Jacques Thti, he subscribed - 
to the belief that ‘‘Tt is the down, , 
the failure, the good-natured, 
averagely attractive man whom . 
British women feel at home with 
as an entertainment figure " 

Playing the part of Fair- 
brother in Hi-de-Hi! (which was 
screened from 1980 to 1983 and 
had an extended run of 35 
episodes), Cadell believed he 
looked every inch the innocent 
abroad: his thinning hair 
brushed back and parted on the 
side, dressed conservatively in 
tweed jackets, checked shirts 
and ties, always managing to 
look awkward among his team 
of self-confident “yellow-coats", 
and wearing an expression of. 
consternation and embarrass- 
ment Consistently the anti- 
hero. he was the only member 


* * - . r f"* 

.an elderly aunt of bq wn'itt. ". 
Bournemouth. He wifi redhi ' ^ 
feft arm. jotted his jaw mraej&V- 
his lips and fiddled wi attijry? 
visible string of pearts le wis ,V 
de li ghted by oceerf fee dfente; , 
claiming. - coukf e -.tfte : 1 
. pearls.* • .-'V '?.*< : - ! 

Privately, CadeS was aipafr 
mimic, and could be b h fftn- 
riy and moving. He £ neftsd 


wonderfully- realiStHlmj^- . vSPK* ■ § 
pfjphir Gfcjpt^rtd., ■) ■ 31 


of the cast not to have any jokes 
.“It Is the 



written into his script ' 

most difficult way to be funny." 
he said, “and that's why I get a 
kick out of it I like to do diffi- 
cult things and then move on." 
It was on the set of Hi-de-Hi! . 
that Cadell met his future wife 
Rebecca Croft,. daughter of the 


show's producer, David Croft 
Life Without George (which 


ran from 1987 to 1989), the tele- 
vision series which further pop- 
ularised Cadell, was co-wntten 
by Benny Croft, his sister-in-law. 
He felt a certain empathy with 
hisdiaracteTLariywide,apro- 
totype new man: a sensitive, car- 
ing estate agent in his thirties. 
Cadell considered himself a 
“fairly old new man". He went 
on to. play Dennis Duval, an 
egotistical womanising actor in 
an ITV comedy series. Singles 
(1991). “I enjoyed gently taking 
the mickey out of myself and 
every other actor I’ve met," he 
said. 

In January 1993 he received 
an Olivier award for Best Com- 
edy Performance, for playing 
the dual roles of Aunt fi 
ta and Henry Pulling in 


les 


Cadell, centre left, as Rtirbrotte* with his fellow HHto-nn actors 
(from left) Su Pollard. Michael Knowtes and Ruth MadOc 


Havergal’s adaptation of Gra- 
ham Greene’s novel Trenels 


sonaiions ojhphu G 
could afeo'eTnnlated 
- ard’sbrealhingca*^ 
while stuffing^ J ;j C. 5 

Hexvas-tiie vokx --.^-^ » 

berry in the fUni of Jl eMg>; ' .! 
Down (1978ft the veae it the ' 
Old . English Sheepdog n jhef ^ 
Iong-xunnmg televaiot / 
tisement for Dulux pa and ’" 
even worked bn adv rising "C 
voice-overs for a baked etato- 
and fresh gooseberries these-': 
voice-overs, he said, i owed - 
him thehrimy of tnrnin down. ; 
bad plays). A modest n m be - 
had no idea of the extec ifbia. 
own femeandallhewoE abn- . 
cede was that “it was me to be 
working” ' * ... . 

Simon Cadell was ; self- 
confessed family man; h took 
his elder son, aged six, > the 
Theatre Royal, Drniy ane, ‘ 
and let him stand centre age, 
where Cadell watched hi; wed ' 
reaction as the stage ghts 
came up and the curtai was 1 
pulled back, no doubt to g 5 his 
son a seme of the thea ical 
tradition be belonged to. . ; • 

In January 1993, Cade suf- f 
fered a near-fetal heart s nek .■! 
after giving a recital with , lan- i 
. na Lumley at the Queen 3iz- { 
abeth HalL in London, rhe 
doctors singled out smold g as 
a contributory cause - a tone j 
stage Cadell smoked 80 fea- 
rettes a day — but he was pek - 
at work playing in ThrvekVith ? 
My Aunt four months aft r a i 
triple by-pass operation In 
September the same year, i in- j- 
cer was detected. Against i xr- f 

work on a Screen Two film ;orl 
BBC television in 1994. ft 1 aj; 
his ambition as an actor to *b. 
on improving: he vowed dial ie- ■' 
would play ^Hamlet again, i 

Alexandra Youn^kr 



: ! > , ft 


fe.V- 


with My Aunt (1992). He took 
as his model for Aunt Augusta 


Simon John CadelL actor: bAn 
London 19 fufy 1950; marrid 
1986 Rebecca Croft (two stmS; 
died London 6 March 1996. 


r BIRTHS 


CHURCHILL; On J March, to Scmja 
tnee Shields! and Paul, a beautiful 
baby girl, Francesca Rose, a sisier for 
Katyn. 


DEATHS 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


ALEXANDER On 7 March I99t>, 
Monica, died at ha me ai Oakincloa. 
Cambridge. Funeral service st OjI- 
inglon Parish Church on Wednesday 


Lf March at 2pm. N a flowers please. 

‘lunChuj ' 


bui donations for Oatangiun (church 
co F.W Cook Funeral Service. -Id 
Church Street. Willingham. Cam- 
bridge. 

SAMUEL Philip Ellis Herbert died d 


Williams MBE MB JP j nee Jemon) 
will be held ai 12 noon on Saturday 
13 Ap” 1 in Sl John's Parish 
Church. Church Row. Hampsiead. 
LotKtonNW3. Enquiries to QJS1-W0 
1063. 


aged ‘ 

Wiliesden Jewish Cemetery. Sunday 
10 March, at 12 midday. He will be 
greatly missed by his family and 
many friends-. Instead of flowis, do- 
nations may be sent to West London 
Service Unit, Wesiboume Park 
Road. London Wit. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


WILLLAMS: A service of thanksgiving 
for the life Of Dr Mre Beverley 


Aa pwm ctmcnts for Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent in writing to the Gazette Ed i tot 
IT* Jndcpoidenl. 1 Canaiia Square. Ca- 
narv Wharf; London E14 5DL, tcle- 
pbonrd to 0171-293 2011 < 24-hour 
answering machine 0171-293 2012) or 
Eatd to 0171-2 93 2010, and an chatged 
at ££50 a line (VAT eatrat- OTHER 
Cozens announcements must be sub- 
mitted ta writing <w “™*? re 
charged at £10 a but 'AT can- They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 


Birthdays 

Maj-Cen Sir Christopher Airy, for- 
mer private secretary to the Prince 
an d Princess of Wales, oi Mr David 
AuaticL bookseller and former MP. 
76: Mr Gyles Brandrelh MR jour- 
nalist and broadcast ct. 4& Sir Julian 
Bullard, former ambassador to West 
Germany, 68; Professor Sir Donald 
Campbell, anaesthetist and former 
president. Royal College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons or Glasgow. 66: 
Sir Anthony Caro, sculptor. 72; Miss 
Cyd Charisse. actress and dancer, 75: 
Sir James Comyn. former High 
Court judge. 75; Mr Phil Edmonds, 
cricketer. 45; Mr Michael Grade, 
chief executive of Channel Four 
Television. 5 J: Miss Eileen Hcrlic. ac- 
tress, 76; The Hon Douglas Hurd ME 
66: Mr Michael lachbald. interior de- 
signer. 76; Miss Ann Jenner, balle- 
rina. 52: Mr Gary Nuraan, musician. 
3S; Miss Lynn Redgrave, actress, 53; 
Dr Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi, 4ifc 
Miss Lynn Seymour, ballerina. 57; 


Professor Stephen Smith, gynaecol- 
ogist. 45: Professor Norman Stone, 
historian. 55: Mr Robert Tear, op- 
eratic tenor, 57; Miss Claire Trevor, 
aaress. S7; Mi John Ward MP. 71; 
Mr David Wilkie. Olympic swimmer. 
42. 


Anniversaries 


Births John FoibetgiU, physician. 
1712; William Roscoe. historian, 
1753; Oliver Wendell Holmes Jnr, 
judge. 1 84i; Kenneth Grahatnc au- 
thor, 1S59; Ono Hahn, physicist and 
chemist, 1879; Tad Dameron, jozz pi- 
anist composer and arranger, 1965, 
Deaths: King William Ul, 1702: 
Luuis-Hcctor Berlioz, composer, 
1869; Bcnno Adam, animal painter. 
1891 Cornu Ferdinand von Zeppelin, 
soldier and inventor. 1917; Sir 
Thomas Beech am Bt. conductor, 
1961: Richard Ausien Butler, Baron 
Butler of Saffr on Walden, statesman. 
1951 Tad Dameron. jazz pianist, 
composer and arranger. 1965; Sir 


William Walton, composer, 1983. 
On this day: Queen Anne acceded 
to the British throne. 1702; work be- 
gan on the AmstCTdam-North Sea 
Canal. 186?; Mahatma Gandhi start- 
eda civil disobedience campaign in 
India. 1930; a coal strike began in 
Britain, 1944; the Qrst London pro- 
duction of the musical Kiss Me, Kate 
was presented. 3945: 3p00 US 
marines landed is South Vietnam. 
1965; the Nelson Column in Dublin 
was destroyed ty an IRA bomb, 1966. 
Tbday is the Feast Day of Si Duthac, 
St Felix of Dunwkh, St Humphrey 
or Hunfrid, St John of God, St Ju- 
lian of Toledo, Saints Philemon 
Carthage, St Sen an of Scartery, St 
Stephen of Obazbre and St Vere- 
mund. 


Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Catherine Wilson, “Rococo Design 
in Britain", 230pm. 

Stirling University; Sir Cri^jin Tick- 
efl, “Economical with the Environ- 
ment a question of vatoes", 6pm. 


Receptions 

English-Speaking Union 
Mr Robin Flemipg, Chairman of 
Robert Fleming Holdings Ltd, Mrs 
Valerie Mitchell, Director-General, 
English-Speaking Union, aod Mis 
Richard Chilton, Chairman of the 
ESU Chilton Art History Scholarship, 
received the guests at a reception hdd 
yesterday evening at Fleming's, Lon- 
don Ed, in aid of the Scholarship. 


board TS Rayabst to Sea Cadeis from 
the London Area units of the* Sea 
Cadet Corps a! a Court held yester- 
day evening at Ironmongers* HalL 
London EC2. Mr Ole S. Kverodal, 
Prime Warden, presided ara dinner 
held afterwards. Sir Jeremy Mono 
was the principal guest and speaker. 


Malcolm Sargent 
Cancer Fund 
for Children 


Lectures 


National Gallery. Nonnun Coady. 
‘-Iimccems Abroad (ih Titian, Sak>mi 
with the Head of Saint John the Bap- 
dir", 1pm. 


Worshipful Company 
of Shipwrights 


Mis Diane Yeo. Chief Executive of 
the Malcolm Sargent Cancer Bind 
for Children, received the guests at 
a dinner and musical evening held 
yesterday evening at the Cavalry 
and Guards Club, London Wt. The 
Amalfi String Quartet and the 
Radley Qextees provided the music. 
Among those present were: " 


The Worshipful Company- of Ship- 
wrights awarded certificates and . 

bursaries for training voyages on- 


Col Thnnu* Half. Omnnan. Cirafar and 

unnfcaoh sod MnHdkSa Andrew Hnti> 

finish- Ci- OwM. IViUa ° 


f® 1 *: Sr R*(pS Dodds; Ba nana s* OmST 
SkIkk; MrCE. Kevili-Duvws; Mr . Neil 


ROYAL ©JGAGEMTSNjrS 


rae Queen and The Daiie of EdtaW 

nslt Cambridge. The DnXittf> 0 r 
** Poseur* d» Stoa 
Aruwd Awards at St James's falwc. Ti 
fomiediaie 1 1 st M ssfc 
Company of Wootaci 

S ba S Mi11 ' U6culn»e,c Compton 
sad as Patron. Seise - tin 

NeUoaal DeofWmd and Rub< la Aooc 3 
sum; attends Sense Midi uds lOthl 

pinner andB^al thef 
Grand Hold. Birmingham. 1 ! 

Ctaweiae of the Guardi . 

The Household Cavaby Mooted Jtcri-. 
ment motmts the 


K- : 


J: 


fc. ’ .1 - 


Appointments 

Mr Tom Ricbartison, tobd/Untes- 

sadorwRome. 

Mr Ray McAfte, to be a tbmmis- 

on the Board of Customs and 
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war over the law 

An uncompromising Home Secretary and a blunt-speaking Lord 
Chief Justice are at loggerheads. Heather Mills explains why 

&*”••• — - *• ks^sssks ssSsss.. - ass & 








criminal justice system. 

The judiciary, once ^ed-uprnenifcere of 
the Establishment, have accused John 
Major's government of introducing a floiod 
of hasty, ill-conceived : and contradictory 
legislation. Ministers are in the dock, charged 
withsubjecting the law to “arbitrary change 
and the vagaries of fashion”; and worse, 
impeding jiStfce; If tharis oot enough, the 
judges have told ihe ministers ffatiy: thear 
proposakwffi not work. ' 

„ J SS 

too many lenient sen- 


<Hrp members of upset them. 

r SSed John VWbat has brought matters to a head me prol^fteal 

troducing a flood the latest proposals t3y Michael Howard, the 
ad wntradictory Home Secretary, to impose mmimum sen- ch« 

the etoefc. chawed teuces for repeat vtofence and sex offend- “ J 

“ar bitra ry chan pe exs, and drugs dealers. At one cone politi- often fallen fc 
23?S5^3S- efcSqS exercised their right to set 7fee«K 
s not enough, the parameters for judges’ senter^g- Em these 
i^ers ftatiy: their powers we'rf abolished around the turn of -government 

C^cis^Kution: a missing document _ 

spetfeot ^ fundamental pnneiptes upon which thetr laws 


too man y iemeo i.sep- .■ a ^, Tftltlvto l : *0 Rrjtfeft.ConsmjJtibn is unwritten, 
tenos, thwarting their .. .QfWch fwwnon l^ ocmsis^ df.lbnE-estabfisbffl 


so-called fight aeunst : 

cr™e. md imciS 

in policy. ; the law-making pi 

- Th e f e on ‘ ' Convention pia 
; charted and danger- heart of the cor® 

mis waters. Never etcessiv» influent 
before in recent his- - So^e member 

tory have judges so secregatf Michac 

damagingly and -pub- ... 7 . ; .-..r’; 

lklyvoiced their views . _ ' 

outside the courtroom— fmcingxninisfcrs on 
to the defensive. . . 

So why are they doing it now? The reasons 
are threefold. First, they are now- able to 
speak out publicly, since rules maintaining 


SSrSSSSd «BnLMmy m M 

Parfiament jud^'esSablfefa tewthrou# precedent No single 

aO ttese. together, and no single group can lay claim to autonomously controlling 

heart of the coSuoori; the executive, legislature and judiciary may not exert 

thatodinaans. mo * chiefly Home 
Mirhaei Howard, are now undermining this central principle. 


the century. Since then, sentencing has 
been left to judges- with the notable excep- 
tion of the mandatory life sentence to 
replace the death penalty. 

“Never before has a government mtro- 


increasingly called upon — and unafraid - to 
protect the citizen against the stete, as wit- 
nessed by the increasing use of judicial 
review to check ministers’ powers. Howard 
happens to be the minister who has most 
often fallen foul of the courts. 

The consequences of this war fox society 
are serious.- W: need faith in the lawmaker* 
-government and judges - who set the rules 
ihat bind our social fab- 
ric, protect the individual 

ent and guarantee order. 

hich their laws The Lord Chief Jus- 

tice has warned that what 
jtory law is set by judges see as a rash of 

Dcument gathers crude legislation (as 

oisly controlling many Criminal Justice 

t Acts in the past six years 

1 of powers at the 35 m the previous 60) is 

may not exert endangering public con- 

ortuttuMrifw fideoce ta the s y slera ; 

1 e SJ* ie H ° me And since the stream of 

nc,pte ‘ notorious miscarriages 

of justice in the late 
1980s. confidence is already diminished.. 

Nothing could be undermining public con- 
fidence more than having the judiciary and 
executive pulling in different directions. 
The only hope is that Howard's new sen- 


*•— - -- — 


: '>-. A 




srm 


jayior, wno ^is prepucu "v---- - m . Q najfinmeniarv time. 1 ms wotna jcl uuu ..-w 

bluntly on their ^ PJf : tave larSlvkept quiet. SoSTSeranfinuing and fundamental row 

decessor. was known to have seabed sflenBy) Mtab c toye^|e se^q judges’ discretion in sentenang and an 

' -Tfind, and fundamentally, judges -at least ^SStSSSS^SSS^ ^plcJsS the already bursting prison pep- 

uStkm that be would not be able 10 contain 


Howard's proposals 


H^arel jtopk’up the : JH6me. 

; v most :xi^it-v4ng , Honie ’Secretary . for , 3Q. 
K ,-ysaxs. jEnccmi^geii .bf ; LAbobt's diift tq a_. 
•r - wAi^iy .aAjtoe anjaw and Order, he has been 
tonwnkfb pit-aid a. ^wbrits 0 pohey,;.. 


^jEqBaarq 

dlf_ 

> • nthmiatBS' feto 

' •’ mafimnm sqttaice of 

• the pu*^- 

: ^ v inurder: 

' ’■ lA «£t4 r (m''iiKrt'' ! wHTiriiit a death . 


, p •’ , ^.flg efea^^i^qpes^teiice: the irtwwar- 

toiy This t afgum^t g.wraken^ 

II ^ ' -'v: - 

Has >«*»- 

;1993 to crack 

fe’i; i V 


ever efacft- He maintains that his top prior- . 
irir is to protect the public, and makes, no 
apdkigies fbr the changes he says are nec- . 
essary to achieve this. * 

; . Sentancfoft phHosophy; Part of those 
Aang K involves a^swift-U-tuin to reverse 
the pobdescrfhffiTbry predecessors, which 
St^ghffo^ tike pettydff^d^.c^Jit of jail but 
\rtik^i'he ^saw as a soft cmdriane^ * ' 

R^Rt af sHence; pne of the most oon- 
fjoveiS&l ma^ tras tbe aboStidn of the cen- 
rif a defendant to remain 
sd»t-^ne&(i^ gui|f fromdefoo- 

danltf &ed&~?£ ' ‘ ' • .. 

- -. Hft yipAilng prmdmiS convkwpns: The 
fartlhat nSHiyd^Bdants- sometimes those 
accused o£ ri^'- have" been acquitted 
when their histoiy might suggest a pattern 
of Offehding iBs led Howard to review the 
t baa.qn juries Jtopwing of defendants pre- .. 
V vidtts convictions, ‘ ^ -• 

. ;.^^trW:The.a3Bapseofarenesofa»n- 
pheaxed fraud trials has led to calls for the 
rteht to jiiiy trial to be abolidied in some 
. judges sitfing with an ■ 

V. prisons: Howardmakes no apologies for 

; - 6eenaii .explosion in the pfeopr P°P uianoiL 
,• -ffo'togUES'tbs^ifie rise: numbers 

haskKljO^.^ . , i 

^Hope^y in sentencing: Howard, pro- 
■ Vpt^ maforthcoming Wh^ Paper to intro- 
. du^Hohe^ in sentencing”, , ma^ng pris- 
! -oners seffe nearly the whole of their 
V.^afaiTO/pato; thhn h a h Hnglong iwnpds 
cm reims^om y / : l . . ■ ■ 


Taylor’s criticisms 

L ord Taylor, the Lord Chief Justice, is the refo 
head of the Court of Appeal, and the S 


I of the Court of Appeal, and the Sentencn 
country’s most senior judge. He was four years s 
appointed bythe Queen in 1992, on the rec- from one exi 
ommendation of the Lord Chancellor, who Criminal Jus 
took “confidential soundings” among other was an expen 
senior judges, and speaks on their behalf. wse ^nd sc 

As his recent attacks on thei Goverameni offenders. 1 
have showm he pulls no punches. He rose . . pu 
Sy Srougb V le^Tranks, faliighly 
TC«afded for his incisive mmd and mdepen- , Ri ^ nto , 

dence- He is very influential in the House of that .Howarc 
Lords; and presents a powerful eneiny for old ngbJJ" 
ffcwSid. Hecanonly befeed if both Houses Juiy trial 

•of Partiamehl Mree. • sees jury 

IBs chief areas .of disagreement with the pujcnmina 

Home Secretary are: i 

Current proposals ffortougher minimiim Lewd I Taylor 
sentences: Lord Taylor is gravely opposed to telungjur 
to a planned White Paper which will see crunmal ret 
mandatory life sentences for repeat rapists gwe adog i 
and stiff minim um terms for burglars and ■ Prisons: 
drugs dealers. He claims they will lead to behevealonj 
..injustice ^ because the same sentence will imbitual cti 

\aOTWfoandrcumstances. They will, dog up “ e ® * 
the courts by removing incentives to plead cau^it, wto 
milty. They might also make violent offend- smatt 
era, knowing they face life sentences, murder Honesty 
SdirvictiriB. Taylor supp 

Mandatory life sentence for murden has also sum 
L ord Thylor believes it should be abolished eminent on 
so that judges could distmguish between the to silence 
battered wifei who lolls her brutal husband dfluted its e 
and a mass murderer. ^ 

Tbo much legWatiore LonTBylorfitelsa dosed to l 

torrent of hasiy legist ikinisundcnnining pub- chan^ to 
. Bcci»&ience,andisbavii®tobean^ corroborate 



reformed through Parliament and the courts. 

Sentencing philosophy: In the past 
four years sentencing policy has swung 
from one extreme to the other. The 1991 
Criminal Justice Act dedared that prison 
was an expensive way of making bad people 
worse and sought to divert all non-senous 
offenders. The 1993 and 1994 Acts have 
pursued a “prison works" theme. Lord Tay 
lor wants consistency. . . . 

Right to silence: Lord Thylor insisted 
that .Howard’s removal of this centuries 
old right should be watered down. 

Jury trial: The Lord Chief Justice 
sees jury trials as the cornerstone of 
our criminal justice system. 

Revealing previous, convicfions: 

Lord Taylor remains firmly opposed 
to telling juries about a defendant’s 
criminal record because it would 
“give a dog a bad name", he says. 

Prisons: Lard Thylor does not 
believe alougertimeinsidewill deter 
habitual criminals. “What deters 
them is the l&elihood of being 
caugjht,' which at the moment is 
smafl." 

Honesty in sentencing: Lord 
Taylor supports the moves. He 

has also stood behind the Gov- 
ernment on restricting the right 
to silence (even though he 
diluted its effects), limiting the 
amount of evidence to be dis- 
closed to the defence, and 
changes to die law governing 
' corroboration. 



Saatchi gets its 
dates mixed up 

ISateto bea stirrH;botIhaveafiedi^ 
tads couM roU ow this oto Apmbe- 

Ifeabie lack of commimicatwnbe^era 

* producers of Granada’s dating gsu« 
— GV ^ 

th for the Army 
ad most of 
reiterated 


dubbed by their employees Ke Ivin 

“Cuddly" MacKeurie, Nick “Fit” Fer- 
rari and '“Big” Bill Ridley, recently 
introduced a slimming show, Weigh to 

* J T pAiran 


anuisiuicj auouiuvu u* 

the low-calorie food section m Canary 
Wharfs Boots. After much consuhatton 
_ it was clearly a new experience for 
them - they bought diet P°P', 1(> ^!9 ne 
yoghurt and shapers sandwiches before 
beading back rather glumly to then- 


offices. Of Mr MacKenzie there was no 
sign - but my spies assure me that power 
lunch or no, he was fed a plate of let- 
tuce leaves. 


Creche course 

In my bedside reading, 1 have stumbled 
across something extraordinary. West- 


forces. 

ckoned without 
PR effect stem- 
of God’s 
the pro- 
- the show’s 
consists of five 
>te both athleti- 

fnfirontofastu- 

wbo vote for one 
otTs Gift” - but 

e difference: the 


st - the show’s 

experimenting 

But 





minster’s crfeche lobby, which believes 
that its fruitless campaign for a baby 
room is 25 years old, is misinformed. 
As for back as 1949 there was a request 
for a cliche in Westminster’s eight 
acres of space and it came from none 
other than the late Labour MP Tom 
Driberg. 

In a 1949 edition 
of the now-defunct 
lifestyle magazine 
John Bull, Driberg 

wrote: “There is no 
reason why special 
a ccommo dation 
should hot be 
found, in the vast 
palace ofWestmin- 
ster. not only for 
women MPs but for their mfant off- 
spring. There is plenty of room for a 
creche, or a nursery - later on, perhaps, 
even for a kindergarten which might 
teach the ABC of politics.” 

Given Driberg’s unorthodox Char- 
acter - he was a promiscuous homo- 
sexual nnri Soviet spy — this is perhaps 
not the kind of endorsement that 
Co mm ons creche campaigners are 
actively seeking. But when 1 called Gary 
Kent, a researcher who is one of its 
most stalwart defenders, he was 
deligbted-^We welcome support from 

any quarter: You don't have to be a par- 


F children. 


- | You don’t have to be a Direct line customer to apply for a Personal Loan.J - 

Want a cheaper 
Personal Loan? 

Don’t bank on the 
big three banks. 

Good news if you’re looking for a quick and efficient. And in »cc you even more 
loan. You can borrow befwecn £1.«X»> and monev there no arran^ment fee. To quail ly“ 
£15,000 from Direct Line ar a lower cost. you simply have i* hold a comprehans.vo 
Whatever jwi want to buy we can lend a hand. motor insurance policy ~"Y ”«ur,r. 

As vou’d expect from Direct Line the service is Give us a call. Were waking u- beat «1 k- tvnk>. 


tkSnwifoasr: 



mm 


rm . ANYTIME aJr ^pTtWy «. Frid., ton t° Sprrt Saturday. He** rrf. INPi 
p™~. pnl^d W B~, u. »-*- ■«* ‘"Z 1 ' 3E0 ^“ 

US.M0. -VM. nn« b. ased a «■ ^ 

■ ■ . w. am right to «ny uppOtatton. Please note Ioot br hondayi 

are « wre ttan t2 mootte. «w»"“ T* W We ^ tSj 1 
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The wrong way 
to fight crime 


C rime is one of the most important 
social issues in Britain today. Fear of 
violence, alongside anger at unsolved 
burglaries and theft. are undermining 
public confidence that ihe Government, 
the judiciary, ibe police and the prison ser- 
vice have got the problem under control. 

Yesterday's row between the Lord 
Chief Justice, Lord Taylor, and Michael 
Howard over sentencing can only com- 
pound that disillusionment. This battle 
looks like buck-passing: the Home Sec- 
retaiy blames thejudges for being too soft 
on criminals, while Lord Taylor has 
accused the Home Secretary of endlessly 
changing the law on sentencing, to ill- 
effect and with scant regard for justice. 

Yet neither figure offers a workable 
blueprint for cutting crime. We are. what- 
ever the outcome of this week's debate, 
stuck with a system that does not detect 
many criminals and which fails to punish 
them in a way that prevents most from 
reoffending. In short, the conflict between 
Lord Taylor and Mr Howard is largely 
irrelevant io the concerns of most of us. 

The key issue of contention is Mr How- 
ard's plan to introduce mandatory life sen- 
tences for repeat rapists and other violent 
criminals, along with tough minimum terms 
for persistent burglars and drug dealers. 

On Wednesday night, Lord Taylor 
rightly criticised the proposals on practi- 
cal rather than constitutional grounds. 
Mandatory sentences reduce the discre- 
tion of judges to make the punishment fit 
the criminal. They mean an offender is 
unable to cut his sentence by entering an 
early guilty plea. More defendants will 
fight charges to the bitter end. further 
clogging up the courts. 

A mandatory life sentence for repeat 


rapists may persuade some that they 
might as well kill the victim, the only wit- 
ness to their crime, since a murder mil not 
increase their sentence. The last, and per- 
haps most devastating, criticism by the 
Lord Chief Justice is that tougher sen- 
tences do not cut crime in generaL Bet- 
ter detection, rather than harsher sen- 
tences, is the answer, he says. 

It is refreshing to hear judges joining 
the policy debate about now to tackle 
crime provided, as Lord Taylor accepts, 
they acknowledge Parliament's right to 
decide the law. The Lord Chief Justice's 
comments should not be dismissed as 
w hinge Lag from the judge's trade union 
leader. Mr Howard should take the objec- 
tions into consideration before publish- 
ing his White Paper on criminal justice. 
Tougher mandatory prison sentences may 
appeal to public opinion, but if they are 
ineffective, or indeed make crime worse, 
they are an expensive indulgence. 

The Home Secretary should also think 
carefully before he weighs in with yet fur- 
ther reforms of the criminal justice sys- 
tem, which has, as Lord Taylor says, been 
overburdened with legislative initiatives. 
Overhasty reforms - norably those in Lhe 
early Nineties that made sentencing more 
lenient - have had to be reversed. 

The judges and the Home Secretary 
must do more than squabble if they are 
genuinely to address public concern about 
crime. They must think up new ways of 
dealing with offenders. Innovative punish- 
ment in the community, shaming people 
into changing their behaviour, might be ef- 
fective. UntQ Mr Howard and his judicial 
colleagues tell us how they can cut recid- 
ivism. rows about sentencing will be dismis- 
sed as a distraction from the real issues. 


A no-win situation 
for Senator Dole 


T he grimly predictable was followed by 
the unpredictably grim. Now- it is 
back to the grimly predictable. The US 
presidential primary campaign, having 
taken a detour through some scary terri- 
toiy. has bumped back on to to its pun- 
dit-approved rails. The election proper 
(still eight months away) will be between 
President Bill Ginton and Senator Robert 
Dole. 

But Mr Dole's shaky performance in 
the early primaries, and the strange gods 
invoked by the rabble-rousing Pat Bucha- 
nan. have’left the entire Republican strat- 
egy for 1996 in tatters. The game was to 
paint the gay-loving, gun-hating, wom- 
anising. draft-dodging Bill Ginton as. 
"out of the mainstream": now it is the 
Republicans who find themselves trying 
to scramble back on to the centre ground 
Mr Dole faces two great problems and 
one great unknown. The first problem is 
how to coopt Mr Buchanan's vitality, and 
his blue-collar support, without swallow- 
ing the poison of his extremism. Mr Dole 
needs the grassroots organising power of 
the Republican right to get out the vote 
for him in November. Contrary to the 
received view. US elections are not 
decided on television alone: you have to 
get those couch potatoes into the polling 
booths. 

A decisive moment will be the Repub- 
lican convention in San Diego in August. 
Mr Buchanan and his scores of delegates 
will have to be given their due if they are 
io play on the same team in the autumn. 
But Mr Dole cannot allow them to tum 
the convention, as thev did in 1992, into 


a prayer-meeting for fundamentalist rigbt- 
wing’intolerance. 

The second great problem facing Mr 
Dole is his choice of running-mate. He 
might sensibly choose, say, General Colin 
Powell, who is, like him. a centrist, Wash- 
ington insider. But such a choice would 
be bitterly contested on the right of the 
party (not just for racist reasons, though, 
to be sure, race would be a part of it). 

Bob Dole is a cautious man. Since be 
is an old-fashioned (and just plain old) 
Midwestern Senate leader, he wifi go for 
a young, Southern, modern conservative 
type with no Washington experience. 
This will lose him no votes but gain him 
very few. 

The other unknown is Ross Perot. If he 
enters the race as a third force, he will 
siphon off part of the anti-Clinton vote 
and probably hand the President a second 
term. Will the Texan billionaire run? 
Almost certainly. 

At this early stage in the proceedings 
it is hard to see the President - now 12 
points ahead in the polls - being turned 
out of office. But Mr Ginton's entire pub- 
lic life has been a big dipper. If he is up 
today, nothing is more certain than that 
he will be down tomorrow. The economy, 
Whitewater, the US mission to Bosnia 
remain giant hostages to fortune. 

In other words, Bill Clinton can still 
lose it; it is difficult to see Bob Dole win- 
ning it. Even in his moment of triumph 
after eight primary wins on Tuesday night, 
he offered no answer to the question that 
stumped Edward Kennedy in 1980: “Why 
do you want to be president?" 


IftOTflM MIBURGH 



( What are the implications of cloning sheep, doctor ?* 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Arts A-levels not a soft option for the indolent 


Sir It is sickening to see those in 
authority continuing to pull up 
the ladder and deny to those who 
are starting today those benefits 
that they themselves were blessed 
with (“A-level exams wfll be made 
harder to pass", 6 March). 

Gillian Shephard, Secretary of 
State for Education, Sir Ron 
Dearing and others should 
remember how easy things were 
for them compared with todays 
students. Reasonable grants, 
cheap accommodation, no stu- 
dent loans scheme or threats of 
payment for higher education, 
good job prospects and far lower 
entry qualifications - you only 
needed five O-levels to study law 
in the early 1960s. 

Universities, when they select 
students, are perfectly aware of 


today's standards in A-levels and 
set entry qualifications accord- 
ingly. Making some subjects even 
more difficult to pass is pointless. 
It is yet another cheap but cos- 
metic alteration to our education 
system. 

My daughter has just passed 
four arts subjects at A-level and 
I can confirm that the past two 
years has not been die period of 
indolence that some of the more 
reactionary members of the 
establishment might imagine. 

C J A Coleman 
. Polegate, Sussex 

Sin It seems Sir Ron Dearing has 
not carried out his research to a 
standard acceptable for A-level. 
May I remind him to be waxy of 
biased sources? 


The present English A-level, 
far from an easy option, is among 
the most intellectually stimulat- 
ing and challenging subjects. 
“Interest fires achievement” - 
perhaps this ex plains the high 
grades scored in English A-level 
e xamina tions. 

S E FInlay 
H ead Girl, 
Howell’s School, 

T Janriaff 

Sin Indeed. “How do you judge 
English literature against 
physics?” 

It would be interesting to 
know the nature of the research 
which has shown that from the 
range of subjects on offer at A- 
level “English, business studies, 
home economics., design and. 


technology and communication 
studies [are] the easiest". In the 
proposals to “toughen" all 
examinations except maths and 
science the agenda is not so 
bidden. 

If too many students are 
lured into the study of English 
and English literature at A- 
level because of false percep- 
tions, at least as English teach- 
ers we can hope that the rigours 
of the subject will hone their 
critical and analytical skills so 
that they become sharp enough 
to dissect edu-politspeak from 
the truth. 

Rosemary Oliver 
Heado 
Surbiton High 
Kingston upon Thames, 
: i Surrey 


Catching the fish 
quota hoppers 

Sin In all the hullabaloo over the 
European Court’s fishing ruling 
very little has been said about 
what could be done right now to 
stop the quota-hoppers. 

Boats flying a UK flag of con- 
venience have a choice. Either 
they must land half their catch in 
Britain, or they must visit one of 
our ports at least four times every 
six months. Why offer the choice? 
Make it compulsory to do both, 
and you would change the eco- 
nomics of quota-hopping. The 
change would not eliminate the 
practice but would make many 
trips uneconomic. It could be made 
at no cost and with no fear of falling 
foul of Euro-law - it concerns 
Licence conditions, not legislation. 

Robin Teverson MEP 
(Cornwall & West Plymouth. 

Lip Dem) 
Callington, Cornwall 
The writer is a member of die 
European Parliament Fisheries 
Committee. 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor, and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fax: 0171- 
293 2056; e-mail: letters (g 1 
indepeDdenLco.uk] Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


What the police can, and cannot, do to fight crime 

public order - but yes, the uni- 


Sir Peter Addington’s argu- 
ment (“Finding a real job for 
Bobby", 1 March) that, as an 
instrument of crime-fighting, 
policing is largely an irrelevance 
relies on throw-away comments 
which trivialise the work of the 
police. 

The demands of today’s 
world preclude the “aimless 
wandering around" of patrols. 
In my own area, patrols are 
deployed in accordance with a 
planned and costed response to 
local problems, and results are 
evaluated in terms of the 


reduction in crime and disorder. 

In detecting offenders, it is true 
that the police are not the main 
players. The value of co-opera- 
tion from the public cannot be 
overestimated, and it depends so 
much on dose contact with the 
community, developing mutual 
trust to overcome fear of reprisals 
and a belief that “the police can’t 
do anything anyway". 

When people ask the police to 
intervene in a situation, it is often 
because there is no one else to 
deal with it; it may be a dispute 
which poses little or no threat to 


jrm represents authority. The 
service is changing to meet hew 
challenges; changing in appear- 
ance, too, as the necessity to 
introduce personal protective 
equipment gradually renders the 
traditional uniform obsolete. It is 
worth considering whether 
tomorrow’s new-look patrols will 
appear less approachable to the 
public. 

Qiief Inspector 
Paul D Ponneiiy- 
Knowsley South Area 
Merseyside Police 


Jail employers for workplace deaths 


Sir: The Law Commission pro- 
posal to create a new offence of 
“corporate killing'' (“Demand to 
get tough on firms that kill”, 
6 March) will do very little to pre- 
rent the 400 deaths a year in 
British workplaces. • 

The penalties suggested - 
unlimited fines and remedial 
action - already exist under the 
1974 Health and Safety at Work 
Act All the Law Commission is 
proposing is a new name, and a 
potentially more complicated 
procedure. The examples they 
cite - Piper Alpha. King’s Cross 
and the Herald of Free 


Enterprise - were not at the time 
covered by the 1974 Act (which 
has halved fatalities in British 
workplaces). Cross-channel fer- 
ries still are noL 
The TUC believes that far- 
ther progress will only be 
achieved with an effective deter- 
rent. The prospect of a jail sen- 
tence would convince negligent 
employers of the seriousness of 
their crimes. 

John Monks 
General Secretary 
TUC 

Congress House 
London WC1 


The New York gal and the Shropshire lad 


S omebody said to me the other 
day that the reason Jane Austen 
was so popular in New York at the 
moment was not that people there 
found her nostalgic or quaint or 
anything, but that all the things 
Jane Austen's characters were so 
worried about were all the things 
that people in New York are getting 
worried about right now. Making 
the right marriage, meeting the 
right people, getting the right 
money, making the right move at 
the right time 7.. 

This may be true. And if it is true, 
you can feel the twitch of alarm 
among Austeo-lovers already. 
Fancy their Jane being taken away 
from them by a transatlantic gang! 
Bad enough having her hijacked by 
television, but having her colonised 
by the Americans as well ... 

Things like this are always hap- 
pening in literature, with reputa- 
tions going up and down, in and out 
of fashion, up in one place and 
down in another. Here's another 
example of (he Jane Ausien band- 
wagon doing a slight detour. 

“Jane Austen is a lady whose 
genius, compact of humour and 
keen observation, entitles her to a 
high place in English letters. But 
there has sprung up a Cult con- 
cerning Jane. The Snobs, 1 fear. 



MILES KINGTON 


have got her: the pale horror-dogs 
who yelp and maunder over Proust 
and Pirandello are hugging Jane to 
their bosoms and treating her least 
novels as if they were a Byzantine- 
codex." 

This was written in 1927 by DB 
Wyndham Lewis, and seems to be 
a cry of alarm at the thought of the 
Bloomsbury mob claiming Jane 
Austen as one of theirs, or at least 
at the thought of the literati taking 
her our of the realm of the much- 

read into the much-discussed. 

She seems to have survived the 
treatment pretty well, as well as she 
is surviving Lhe dual assault at the 
moment by television and Emma 
Thompson, and Wyndham Lewis 
need not have worried. 

Not that he did worry. Perusing 
a collection of pieces written in the 
Twenties, I find that DB Wyndham 
Lewis was much more obsessed 


with another writer who has also 
recently turned up in the anniver- 
sary' news: AE Housman. 

I am not sure what Housman's 
reputation is today - quite high with 
the Shropshire Tourist Board. I 
would imagine, and fairly quiet else- 
where - but it must have been pretty’ 
big in the Twenties; and this riled DB 
Wyndham Lewis considerably, as 
he found Housman's Shropshire 
sruff too gloomy for words. 

He catches' Housman's tone 
quite well when he suggests that if 
Housman had written “I’m To Be 
Queen of the May!" instead of Ten- 
nyson. it would hare come out like 
this; 

Ok Mother, wake and call me. ■ 

It is the First of May! 

Whatever may befall me 
I simply must be gay 
Though clammy lies the clay. 

On Wenlock Edge the plovers 
Depress me with their wail. 

The lads who were my lovers 
Are hanged in Shrewsbury Gaol, 

I: makes me rather pale. 

If 1 should catch pneumonia 
Through walking in the dew 
I leave my pet begonia 
To little Sister Sue, 

My mulching iron, too. 


“There is always,” says one of DB 
Wyndham Lewis’s characters, 
“something rather Housmannish 
happening in Shropshire. It is not 
always so with Sussex, which is 
owned in equal parts by Mr Belloc, 
Mr Kipling and Miss Sheila Kaye- 
S truth. It is not always so with Mr 
Hardy's Wessex. But with Shrop- 
shire. yes. The civilian population 
is always being hanged there, for 
example. Yet a Crimean veteran 
died of old age in Ludlow over the 
weekend. I observe: it is a little dif- 
ficult to realise that he, too, was a 
Shropshire lad, for they generally 
get a bullet in the heart soon after 
enlistment ..." 

Nor, come to think of it, for those . 
who are unaware of him, have I left 
myself space to say anything about 
DB Wyndham Lewis, one of the 
best but most forgotten humorists 
of the centuiy. He was not Wynd- 
ham Lewis, who was someone much 
more serious. He was the very first 
Beachcomber - JB Morton came 
after him - and he later adopted the 
pen-name Timothy Shy, under 
which pseudonym, unlikely though 
it seems, he came to write a novel- 
length Si Trinian’s story for Ronald 
Searle’s drawings ... 

More of him some other time, I 
hope. 


How to outlaw 
cowboy builders 

Sin If the experience of my own 
very excellent builder is anything 
to go by, many property owners 
only have themselves to blame 
for becoming the victims of cow- 
boys (“Whining shot fired at cow- 
boy builders'’, 5 March). Time 
ana again he loses work because 
too many people are hot pre- 
pared to pay a reasonable price 
tor a first-class job. They go- for 
a cheap quote and get what they 
pay for. 

f think they are unable, to 
recognise that those highly skilled 
in manual work are just as enti- 
tled to expect premium payment 
for their skills as those who work 
with the pen. 

Norman Godfrey 
London NW3 


Fashion affront 

Sir. Your photograph (2 March) 
from the London Fashion Week 
seemed a sad reflection on our 
society. Christians will be jour- 
neying through Lent towards 
Good Friday and the model’s 
mask depicting the crucified 
Christ Seems an affront to the 
season. 

Patricia Friel 
East Twickenham, . 

Middlesex 


The money for 
the Bayiis dream 

Sir: Peggy England (letter, 29 
February) queried the costs of 
running Sadler's Wells and sug- 
gested that in the 1930s all the 
money came from the box office. 
This is not so. Lilian Bayiis strug- 
gled against all the odds to keep 
SadlePs Wells open, while many 
artists worked for love or little 
better to keep her dream alive. 
Major public appeals were 
mounted in the 1930s to build the 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre and clear 
later debts. 

Sadler's Wells has always ful- 
filled the Bayiis mission of pro- 
viding seats at prices the people 
can afford. The average ticket 
price in 1995 was £10.70. We 
earn over£3m a year ourselves 
and grant aid totals only 


£190,000. 


Ian Albert 
Chief Executive, 
Sadlers Wells, 
London EC1 


Ray of sunshine 
in the forest 

Sir What a joy ft was to come to 

the end of the Independent on thfe 
dull Monday, 4 March. After the 
daily dose of deaths, treachery, 
secret deals, car bombi ngs, 
rapists, jailings, trapped victims, 
etc, etc, I stumbled, on that day- 
saving article. 

T^'hvild rice” Indians of Wis- 
consin are doing something right 
and hare been doing so for the 
past 100 years. 

. They have shown Mr Paleface 
that logging can be profitable. 
Yes, millions of bucks per 
a nn u m , without destroying the 
environment It would a p pear 
that they will be able to continue 
in the same vein for the next 100 
years. They key word was “sus- 
tainable”. 

At last some journalistic proof 
that ft is stifi just about politically 
correct to be human. 

DC O’Fcynn 
London SE4 


Keep the peace 
process alfre 
despite Hamas 

Sin As an active supporter for 
many years of the Palestinian 
people in their strode for justice 
and seff-deteanination. 1 was 
appalled by the horrific carnage 
wreaked in Israel over, the past 
week by the suicide bombers of 
Hamas.' •• • - 

Despite my unreserved con- 
demnation of violent acts such as 
these, however, I feel that ft. is not 
simply unfair but highly danger- 
ous to resgtond by punishing all 
Palestinians m. the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the Vast majority of 
whom are adanumfiyopposed to 
such tactics. Sealing off these ter* 
ritories causes dire ‘economic* 
hardship. The threat of renewed 
Israeli military activity inside 
Palestinian areas is also poten- 
tially devastating, not least for the 
peace process. 

Tb target the entire Palestin- 
ian population is as unreason- 
able -as punishing the Israeli 
people, for 1 the actions of the 
murderer Baruch Goldstein, 
who gunned down 30 Palestini- 
ans in cold Wood in 1994. Rather 
than reactions of repression and 
antagonism, it is imperative that 
the peace process is advanced 
with.- increasing urgency. Only 
then will the extremists and the 
utterly deplorable acts of mili- 
tants on both sides become 
marg inalised. 

Richard Burden MP 
(Birmingham 
Northfield, Lab) 
House of Commons 1 
London SW1. 


Sir: The assertion by Hamas that 1 
they will end their bombing cam-i 
paign if the Israelis stop tracking! 
their members should be rid-j 
iculed and ignored It is clear toi 
all involved that Hamas are a 1 
group of fanatics committed to! 
wrecking the peace process. They 
will not stop their unjustified 
and unprovoked violence until! 
the peace process is halted and 
thus the only viable option open 
to Yasser Arafat and Shimon] 
Peres is to unite against Hamas- 
in Older to stamp out the threat 
which they pose. 

Mehdi HasanI 
(aged 16) 
Harrow, Middlesex] 

Sir: Suicide bombers are por , 
trayed as terrorists but theyj 
are actually devout young men 
who : believe, oil ’respected 
authority, that death will 
transport them instantly to 
paradise where they will find, 
amid fountain-cooled gardens, 
their martyr's reward. 

After such religious education 
classes we must be thankful that 
suicide, attacks are not com- 
moner. Appeals to the better 
feelings of the faithful are' 
counterproductive given the bet- 
ter feelings that they have been 
brought iip to have. 

. Dr Richard Dawkins 
Oxford 

Sir Israel once again plans to 
resort to its old failed “iron fist^ 
policy to contain the Palestinians. 

It should not be acceptable in 
a civilised society to tiun ablind 
eye to the violence of Jewish set- 
tlers but harshly punish similar 
ads of resistance by Muslim and 
Christian Palestinians with col- 
lective junishmetit and expul- 
sions. The mullahs have had far 
less influence in fuelling resis- 
tance by Hamas than Israel with 
its repression and denial of equal 
rights. 

. . Hameed Moolla 
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peaceful revolution 

While British interest has focused on Irish politics, the Republic has undergone an economic miracle 


._^. r • a' small country with a pop- 
JLulaBqh of"? million or so, with a 
growth rate last year and this of 
around 7 per cent, with a current 
account surplus of 6 per cent of Gross 
National Product, and with inflation 
il 7-5 per.fcent It is a country second 




~ - And this country Vu*. 

if present growth rates continue, have 
a higher GNP per head than the UK 
within a decade. 

Now, where is it? It sounds a bit like 
Singapore five years ago. It is pre- 
somably somewhere in Easr Asia, 
because that is the only part of the 
worid where there are those growth 
rales and (sometimes) reasonably low 
inflation, ft could not be Latin Amer- 
ica or Eastern Europe because though 
there are burets of growth in some 
countries there, these are invariably 
associated with sharply rising prices. 
Obviously the country could not be in 
Western Europe because the Euro- 
pean economy is in trouble. 

Wong. It is the Republic of Ireland. 
If our minds were not so dominated 
by political stories about Ireland we 
■Spuld be seeking the reasons behind 
tgis economic story. There would be 
headlines not about the prospect of 
another 25 years of the Troubles, but 
rather about the economic tiger of 
Europe. A brief visit to Dublin this 
week has made me ponder why this 
should be happening what implica- 
tions there might be for other coun- 


success in the Republic might have for 
Ireland as a whole. 


TTie answer to the “why?'’ starts 
with a caveat. The figures above are 
quite correct but they are incomplete. 
One of the principal reasons for this 
success story is the large transfer of 
funds across the exchanges year 
from other European Union coun- 
tries, in practice (since they are the 
main net contributors) Germany and 
Britain. This is about £2bn a year, or 
nearly 4 per cent of GDP - the equiv- 
alent of Britain getting £30bn a year 
from taxpayers in other countries. 

These funds are by no means the 
whole explanation of the higher 
growth rate, but they do affect the 
Irish economy in two ways: they lift 
GDR and insofar as they are sensibly 
invested they kick-start the economy 
into higher growth. 

Thus Ireland looks and feels richer 
than ft otherwise would be, were this 
transfer not taking place: anyone who 
knows Dublin but has not been there 
for a few years would be astounded by 
the swish feel the place has now. 
clean buildings, stylish people, even 
better restaurants than before — and 
Dubliners always ate well. The coun- 
try's infrastructure has benefited enor- 
mously from this inflow of funds and 
indirectly this money has flowed 
through the economy into the evident 
increase in consumption. But from a 
long-term economic point of view the 
greater motor of growth has been the 
attraction of foreign investment. This 
has boosted exports and it is export 
growth that is driving the economy. 

There is some debate within Ireland 
as to just bow wise the country has 
been to “buy" foreign jobs with lavish 
tax holidays and the lie. The criticism 



HAMISH McRAE 


Economic success 
could lower the barrier 
to a closer relationship 
with the north 


has been that Irish companies have 
been penalised in order to bring in for- 
eign ones. Persona] taxation remains 
burdensome and unemployment at 
nearly 14 per cent is mgh even by 
European standards. But the country 
has created a new economy based on 
high-technology manufacturing and 
financial services which ft did not 
have 15 years ago. 

With this type of economy distance 
is irrelevant. If you export electronic 
goods the transport costs are tiny in 
relation to everything else. If you 
export financial services the transport 
costs are oil. What you need js young, 
well-educated people. 

Ireland is the youngest country in 
Europe, with 28 per cent of its popu- 
lation under the age of 16 (the average 
is 19 per cent). This puts a burden on 
the educational system, but Ireland has 


pumped resources into education. The 
proportion of young people entering 
higher education has risen from less 
than 20 percent in 1930 to 40 percent 
now and on present trends will pass 50 
per cent by the end of the century. 

In the short-term some of this has 
been ‘‘wasted” in the sense that mam* 
of these people have been unable to 
find jobs m Ireland and have emigrated. 
It has not been wasted as far as the indi- 
viduals are concerned, but from a 
national point of view a relatively poor 
country by European standards has 
paid to improve the labour stock of 
othft, richer ones. But in the longer run 
all the evidence is that the higher the 
levels of education, the greater the 
potential for job creation: looking 
ahead, Ireland shows one of the high- 
est rates of increase in the stock" of 
human capital anywhere in the world. 

So Ireland is very well placed to 
gather a larger share of the new on- 
screen service jobs - things like han- 
dling insurance claims for North 
American insurance companies or 
running unit trusts for London fund 
managers. (A friend in that industry' 
told me that it took a quarter of the 
lime to get approval for a new unit 
trust in Dublin compared to the DTI 
in London. Result: frequently Dublin 
got the business.) 

This is tremendously important In 
a world where trade is carried out in 
bytes shot across the fibre-optic cables, 
comparative advantage lies in human 
capital. It does not matter where 
those people are, except in the sense 
that good people are more easily 
attracted to pleasant places with 
decent schools and some cultural life. 


If the fringe can offer (hat, then the 
fringe ceases to be at a disadvantage 
to the core. Ireland's location, which 
undoubtedly has been an economic 
handicap in the past, might even 
become an advantage, for it a offers 
quality of life that for many people is 
immensely attractive. 

You hear quite a lot of this eco- 
nomic triumphalism in Ireland these 
days and anyone meeting it should 
remember that there is still a big eco- 
nomic question mark. It is whether the 
base is secure enough to withstand the 
inevitable erosion of the EU subsidy. 
As Ireland becomes richer ft will no 
longer qualify for such assistance, the 
EU agricultural subsidies will in any 
case tend to decline, and as the EU 
itself expands Ireland will find that 
there are other countries in eastern 
Europe that have a stronger claim for 
whatever funds are available. 

Still. 7 per cent growth is not to be 
sneezed at. Rapid growth is likely to 
continue. UBS, the Swiss-owned Lon- 
don investment bank reckons that 
growth will continue at around 5 per 
cent through to the end of 1998. And 
I think this may create a dynamic of 
its own. 

The point is obvious. Thanks largely 
to the British taxpayer. Northern Ire- 
land has experienced higher living 
standards than the Republic. The 
more the south ishn economic success, 
the smaller that particular barrier to 
a closer relationship between the two. 

Of course the conflict is not about 
economics. Nevertheless wealth is a 
balm, and it seems very much in the 
interest of both of these islands that 
this success storv should continue. 


Do not cower from science 

The news that biologists have successfully cloned sheep is cause for hope, not fear, says Tom Wilkie 


F or more than 10 years now, 
the solemn and serious fel- 
lows of the Royal Society, 
Britain’s national academy of 
science, have been preoccu- 
pied. with increasing public 
understanding of science. Judg- 
ing by the reaction lo the news 
this week that biologists at the 
Roslin Institute in Edinburgh 
have cloned sheep, they have 
pearly failed. 

Bafflement tinged with fear 
appears to have greeted the 
sight of sheep that have been •. 
brought into this world by a 
process other than traditional 
sexual reproduction. The ay 
has gone up: will the men in 
white coats do next to us what 
they have done to the sheep? 
And there have been the 
inevitable hackneyed refer- 
ences to Hrtierian eugenics and 
“playing God” 

The limits of the biologi- 
cally permissible have been 
raised in more measured tones 
elsewhere this week. Hie seri- 
ously intelligent and reasonable 
Nuffield Council on Bioethics 
has published a report on the 
moral acceptability of using 
genetically engineered pigs as 
“donors" of organs to be trans- 
planted into people when suit- 
able human organs are not 
available. And on Wednesday, 
the House of Commons Select 
Committee on Science and 
Technology spent an agreeable 
couple of hours grilling the 
Minister for Science. Ian.Tty- 
lor. on why the Government 
has no policy to cope with the 
avalanche of new discoveries 
made by researchers teasing 
through the long double helix 
strand of human DNA to read 
all the genetic messages 
encoded in that molecule.. 

The birth of five Welsh 
mountain lambs, each derived 
from the same single set of 
genes, unquestionably repre- 
sents a technical tour de force 
in mammalian emt 
Although three died soon ; 
birth, the survival of “twins? 
nicknamed Megan and Mo rag 
visibly demonstrates the high 
scientific skills of the team at 
Kostin. 

Yet impressive though this 
feat is, it has important scien- 
tific limitations. Characteristi- 
cally, these have been ignored 
by many commentators woirieo 
about setting 1 moral limits to. 
what the scientists do. 

; Scientists have been cloning 
animals in the laboratory for 
decades. Mammals are much ‘ 
more difficult, admittedly, than 



Woolly debate: a future Hitler could only done himself at the moment of his own conception Photograph: Clare Arran 


ibryology. 
soon after 


frogs or toads but the first 
healthy live lambs to be pro- 
duced by a cloning technique 
were bom more than 10 years 
ago. It is also nearly 10 years 
since a “chixnaeric” mammal — 
a cross between a sheep and a 
goat that could never have 
come into being without the 

The cry has gone 
up: will they do to 
us what they have 
done to the sheep? 

techniques of genetic engi- 
neering - was born in Cam- 
bridge. So is any fuss now really 
justified? 

At the very beginning, the 
Roslin iambs started theft* jour- 
ney to life in the traditional 
manner: with a ram topping a 
ewe and its sperm mingled with 
the ewe’s egg. But nine days 
after fertilisation, when the sin- 
gle-celled egg bad grown to a 


little clump of 16 cells, the 
research eis intervened and dis- 
sected out the “embryonic dec” 
- the part that would otherwise 
have been destined to grow into 
a lamb rather than, say, pla- 
centa. The researchers cultured 
the cells from the embryonic 
disc in the laboratory, per- 
suading them to continue to 
live and grow. The establish- 
ment of rms “ceD line” is one of 
the most important achieve- 
ments of their work. 

In effect, from one fertilised 
egg they now had a “done”, a 
collection - which they could 
make as large as they liked - of 
genetically identical cells avail- 
able in the laboratory glass- 
ware. If on e cell gave rise to the 
“birth" of an animal that 
proved particularly valuable, it 
would be possible to produce 
hundreds of identical copies as 
long as the other cells had been 
kept in culture. And, when 
genetic engineering becomes 
sophisticated enough, it might 
be possible to insert DNA lead- 
ing to desirable characteristics 
directly into the cells. 


Nor need the applications be 
restricted to farm animals. 
What would Elvis Presley and 
those of us who wept with him 
over the death of “Old Shep” 
have done if it bad been possi- 
ble to produce that beloved dog 
in this way? If the original cell 
line from which Shep sprang 
had been kept going in the lab- 
oratory, Elvis could have 
ordered up a replacement 
“Shep” - identical in every way 
to the original new-born puppy 
that grew" into the dog be loved. 

But Elvis could not have 
cloned his dog by taking one of 
Shep’s body cells just before he 
blew the animal's brains oul 
Shep’s cells were all “differen- 
tiated” - they had in effect 
already chosen lo be nerve or 
muscle or skin cells and not any 
other sort. The Roslin 
researchers had to use cells 
from a very early embryo 
because only these cells are 
capable of developing into 
every other type and thus form- 
ing all the tissues of a living 
individual 

For the same reason, clones 


of Elvis himself or even of 
Hiller would have been impos- 
sible. U may one day be possi- 
ble lo done from differentiated 
cells, but no one yet knows in 
principle how to do so. 

It is possible in principle to 
apply the Roslin technique to 
humans. But some future Hitler 


Cloning humans is 
illegal and is not 
likely to replace 
traditional means 


could clone copies of himself 
only it ai the moment of his 
conception (years before any- 
one could ever know that be 
would become a megaJomanic 
dictator), some of his totipotent 
embryonic cells had been cul- 
tured and that culture main- 
tained until his megalomania 
became evident. 

As is to be expected in new 
scientific research, the overall 


success rale of the Roslin work 
- in terms of five births com- 
pared with numbers of manip- 
ulated embryos - is poor. The 
prospect that we might one 
day see “monocultures” of 
genetically identical sheep or 
cattle, selected to give leaner 
meat or healthier milk, will 
depend crucially on the effi- 
ciency’ and cost of the Roslin 
process compared with con- 
ventional breeding techniques. 
It will be years before such costs 
become dear. 

Goning humans is illegal in 
Britain. Even were it permitted, 
it is unlikely to replace con- 
ventional methods. After all, 
Louise Brown, the world’s first 
human test-tube baby, is now 
nearly 18 years of age. yet IVF 
is sought only by those with a 
compelling medical reason. 
The rest of us have yet lo be 
wooed away from the more 
traditional method. 

The late, great British med- 
ical researcher Sir Peter 
Medawar noted in a essay writ- 
ten at the beginning of the era 
of genetic engineering and 
recombinant DNA: “It is the 
great glory, as it is also the great 
threat of science that everything 
which is in principle possible 
can be done if the intention to 
do it is sufficiently resolute. Sci- 
entists may exult in the glory, 
but in the middle of ihe 20th 
century, the reaction of ordi- 
nary people is more often to 
cower at the threat.” 

There are serious people try- 
ing soberly to assess what the 
scientists are doing and what 
applications of their work we 
should permit. Sadly, this ster- 
ling work has gone unnoticed 
by those moral commentators 
whose reaction to Roslin has 
been a perhaps secretly enjoy- 
able frisson of fear. 

Our own government has 
been shamemlly negligent. 
When last July, the House of 
Commons science and tech- 
nology select committee pro- 
duced a report on human 
genetics (internationally recog- 
nised as one of the most com- 
prehensible and sensible expo- 
sitions of the subject), the 
Government contemptuously 
rejected its recommendations. 
The committee's conclusions 
are detailed; they are complex: 
and don’t fit into convenient 
soundbites. But they take up Sir 
Peter’s challenge and. in his 
own words, reply that science 
offers “the hope of progress” - 
that we can be in control and 
we do not need to cower. 


I n a world of increasing uncertainty, 

over the past 15 months a new cer- 
tainty has been with us: if you pick 
three of the six numbers on the 
National’ Lottery, you win £10. This 
was promised by Camelot at its 
launch, but from 17 March it will dis- 
appear and punters will be left on a 
Saturday nig ht cot knowing whether 
they have won £10 or lOp- 
‘ FiisLlshould make it dear that we 
at WxBiam H31 are hot opposed to the 
National Lottery. Throughout the 
oountrv, good causes have received 
welcome assistance and practically 
even? household now. waits tn antici- 
pation that their lives will be changed 
forever by the weekly result- 
However, we consider the public 


A £10 pay-out? Don’t bet on it 


has been pooriy served by the cavalier 
way in which Camelot has announced 
the ending of the £10 guarantee. 
After all, they arc the lottery experts 
and have been able to draw on Ihe 
experience of decades of lotteries 
throughout the world in developing 
their proposals. We believe we have 
a right to know why Camelot was 
happv to launch the game with a £10 
pay-out and now, a year later, wants 
to change the rules. We are aware of 
no new factor that it should have been 
aware of when it first proposed ihe 
prize structure to Oflot. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Graham Sharpe 

The only reason given for This 
change in the rules is a need to pro- 
tect Cameiot's profits. Tb achieve 
this, the organisers appear to have 
uncrossed their fingers and stuck 
them up at the British public. Their 
action is an abuse of their monopoly 
position and would not be considered 
in a normal competitive environment 


Within bookmaking, for example, 
we offer a Lucky Choice bet invok- 
ing selecting numbers on the Irish lot- 
tery. Regardless of the number of win- 
ners. we guarantee a minimum £422 
for picking three numbers from the 
first six drawn. The amount is paid out 
regardless of the number of winners. 
Equally, if all our customers back the 
Grand National winner, all w31 be 
paid regardless of the consequences 
to our profits. 

The vast majority of players have 
taken to the National Lottery know- 
ing that their chances of winning the 


jackpot are millions lo one. They ask 
for no guarantee that they are going 
to win something. They know it is a 
gamble and you can win or lose. 

Camelot, which thrives on our will- 
ingness to gamble, apparently expects 
to enjoy the benefits without risks. This 
is not good enough- we should pro- 
tect moneys for good causes and taxa- 
tion; but the operator should have no 
right to guarantee its proGts. 

Id bookmaking, we can win or lose 
on any event We accept that risk- So 
should Camelot. Surely, with their 
profits, they can afford to take the 
occasional risk. 

The writer is media relations manager 
of the bookmakers William HUL 



Well, thanks for 
the memory 

Obituaries are becoming a little too 
frank and fearless, says Paul Yallely 


C m pare and contrast: 
Douglas Jay h3d one of 
the ablest and most original 
minds in the past -war Labour 
Party ... a moderniser before 
his time .. . who set himself high 
standards of public conduct T.. 
his qualities of integrity and 
modesty earned him the solid 
respect of colleagues in both 
the House of Commons and. 
later, in Ihe House of Lords.” 
“Jay ... a shambling figure ... 
his oratory was as mediocre and 
uninspiring as his appearance 
... Stories about his reputed 
lightness with money abounded 
... his attire was such (hat at 
one overseas gathering ... he 
was mistaken for a iramp and 
. .. one of his suits was accident- 
ally posted off lo Oxfam ... (in 
later years) his passionate anti- 
Europe campaign ... became 
hectoring and unreadable.” 
The former is the obituary of 
the former cabinet minister 
which appeared yesterday in 
the Times. It is an example of 
the old Augustan style of obit- 
uary writing: cool, restrained 
and anonymous - the last word 
on a public figure passed 
authoritatively by his peers. 

The latter' is the obituary 
chat was flashed electronically 
to the nation's newsrooms by 
the Press Association, the news 
agency whose words are nor- 
mally used by national and 
provincial newspapers and 
radio stations without checking 
and without attribution. The 
Jay family were so offended 
that the Press Association felt 
pressed to circulate a PS 
recording the family’s outrage. 

How the elegy has changed. 
Plato set a clear template" for 
this son of thing some lime 
back: “To honour with hymns 
and panegyrics those who are 
still alive is not safe: a man 
should run his course and make 
a fair ending, and then we will 
praise him.” 

And so it went for many 
years. Praise was the order of 
the day. Obituaries were largely 
aimed at the friends and 
acquaintances of the deceased 
and were often couched in code 
which only contemporaries 
could understand. Even where 
the code became penetrable by 
the general reader, the delicate 
euphemism was maintained: 
“fond of the good life" meant 
the deceased W3S a drunk: 
“confirmed bachelor" hinted at 
homosexuality; “generous" 
implied a spendthrift, and “he 
did not suffer fools gladly” sig- 
nified an irritable old bastard. 

It aft changed in 1956 when 
James Fergusson, the obit- 
uaries editor of the Indepen- 
dent, revolutionised the form by 
breaking with the tradition of 
anonymity and introducing a 
plainer style of writing, fair yet 
candid and accessible to all. 


Each piece was signed by its 
author, and the pieces v.cre a 
first go at biography rather 
than the first attempt at « riling 
official history. The approach 
was swiftly adopted bv the 
Guardian. 

At the same time, Hugh 
Monigitmen'- Massin gber d took 
over the Duih- Telegraph's obit- 
uary pages and. with an acute 
eye for small detail, turned 
them into funny and frequently 
vulgar character .sketches. 

Before long even the tabloids 
were at it. When Lady "Bub- 
bles" Rothennere, wife uf the 
owner of the Daily Mail. died, 
the Daily Express gave the event 
two whole pages in which its 
diarist Ross Benson begem by 
informing readers that he 
“would not wish to say anything 
malicious". He then went on to 
aver that so great w*as her fovc 
of parties that she “would 
attend the opening of an enve- 
lope". But this week's Press 
.Association obituary' of Lord 
Jay look even'ibing a step fur- 
ther. It went beyond the merely 
bilchv into a fully-fledged 
philippic. 

The inventor of this latest 
manifestation of the form - the 


Tone! of the good 
life* in an obituary 
meant the deceased 
was a drunk 


obiiuaiy as diatribe - was Chris 
Moncriefl'. sometime political 
editor of PA. Admittedly his 
diatribe contained a core of 
neutral facts, but virtually every 
judgement was negative and 
the lone almost petulant. “I 
know the family found it offen- 
sive, but 1 thought it was lair 
and balanced.” insisted a bewil- 
dered Moncrieff yesterday. "It 
is just one of 1CK1 obituaries IVe 
written in the past year. There 
was no difference in approach 
and there have been no com- 
plaints previously.” 

.All of which might seem a bit 
rich to those who know Mon- 
crieff. For the man who des- 
cribed Jay as shambling and 
lacking dress sense w as himself 
best spotted round the Palace 
of Westminster before his 
retirement by his shabby anorak 
and the scruffy- blue duffel bag 
which he used in place of a 
briefcase. And this chronicler of 
Jay's eccentric eating habits 
was himself a generous con- 
sumer of Guinness, until 
warned off the sauce by an 
unnerving fortune-teller he 
once went to interview. But we 
are gening ahead of ourselves 
here. We should probably save 
all that for the obituary.’ 
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a crook.” 


- RICHARD NIXON 
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Pharmaceutical fusion: Biggest merger in histoiy will create 'Novartis’, the wood's ^second- largest drugs group, while bio spotiiJtht turns on * 

into oL 410 1311 ffiant *-&*** rm&iis 

/pet ceoi roan aUrtimepeakyes- part of Zenecas SpecialU^ac 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Ciba-Geigy and Sandoz of 
Switzerland rocketed into the 
record books yesterday after un- 
veiling a £4Gbn merger plan to 
create the world's .second- 
largest drugs group. If com- 
pleted, Lhc deafwouid easily be 
the largest merger on record, 
but is likely to spell job losses 
in the UK- 

The companies warned that 
around 10 percent of the com- 
bined workforce, or 13.MW peo- 
pic world-wide, could be 
sacked. This may have impli- 
cations in the UK. where the 
two companies have 6.000 staff. 

The new company, to be called 
Novartis, would rank second 
only in market share to Glaxo 
Wellcome, itself the creation of 
a £9.3bn takeover last year. The 
deal will be scrutinised closely by 
competition authorities in 
Europe and the US. 

News of the merger affected 
pharmaceuticals shares across 
Europe as dealers expected it to 
trigger another wave of con- 
solidation in the pharmaceuti- 
cals industry. Before a lull in the 
recent merger mania, around 
Sb'Hbn of deals have been done 
in the industry in the past three 
years. Shares in Zeneca of the 
UK and Schering of Germany 
rose sharply yeste'rday. Both are 
seen as vulnerable to takeover 
due 10 their relatively small size 
compared with the emerging in- 
dustry giants. Meanwhile, there 
were falls for potential preda- 
tors. such as Roche, a Swiss ri- 
val to Ciba that has long been 
lipped as a bidder for Zeneca, 
and Glaxo Wellcome. 

The recent wave of consoli- 
dation has come in the wake of 
the deceUeration in the drugs 
market in the 1990s in the face 
of increased governmental and 
consumer attempts to reduce 
ballooning health-care budgets. 
This has increased the pressure 
on companies to cut costs. Ciba 
and Sandoz said their merger 


would release SFrl.Sbn (£lbn) 
in synergy benefits over three 
years, with half coming in the 
first IS months. 

Peter Laing. an analyst with 
Salomon Brothers, said* the lat- 
est deal showed that “consoli- 
dation in the industry hasn't 
gone away and the pressure to 
cut costs hasn't gone away. So 
I don't think this will be the last" 

Middle-sized companies such 
as Novo of Denmark. Sanofi of 
France and Schering would all 
be wondering where their future 
lay. he suggested. By the end of 
the century, the top 10 drugs 
companies would each com- 
mand world-wide market shares 
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of between 5 and 10 per cent 
rather than the 3 to 4 per cent 
typical now. he forecast 

Novartis would have had an- 
nual sales of SFr36bn (£20bn) 
had it been in existence last year, 
but Ciba-Geigy plans to split off 
its speciality chemicals division 
and Novartis will divest its con- 
struction chemicals business, 
leaving turnover of SFr26bn. 
The new company will focus on 
pharmaceuticals and agro- 
chemicals:, where it will lead the 
world market. 

Sandoz shareholders will re- 
ceive 55 per cent of the new 
company's shares and Ciba 
shareholders 45 percent Ciba’s 
chairman. Alex Krauer, will 
become Novartis chairman and 
Sandoz chief executive. Daniel 


Vasella. is to be head of the ex- 
ecutive committee. Both com- 
panies yesterdav announced 
profit increases for 1995. Ciba 
Geigy’s net profits rose 13 per 
cent to SFr2. 1 6bn. while Sandoz 
grew 1 8 per cent to SFr2.04bn. 
Based on 1995 figures. Novar- 
tis would therefore have net in- 
come of SFr4.2bn and a dowiy 
of SFrl5bn in cash and mar- 
ketable securities. 

The merger was welcomed by 
analysts, who highlighted the 
complementary nature of the 
two companies' product areas. 
However, they pointed out that 
Ciba, for one. may have been 
pushed to pursue a deal as two 
of its five mast promising new 
drugs are facing problems. Seif- 
oteL a treatment for strokes, has 
been withdrawn after poor clin- 
ical results last year and 
Hirudin, an anti-blood clotting 
drug, may have to be abandoned 
if results out this mouth do not 
live up to expectations. 

Novartis expects to have 
strong positions in seven ther- 
apeutic areas, Ciba-Geigy and 
Sandoz said. Most of the 
group’s top 10 products are ex- 
pected to achieve double-digit 
growth. They include Voltaren, 
Ciba's arthritis and rheumatism 
treatment, which achieved sales 
of SFrlJbn last year, and 
Sandimmun/Neoral. which 
notched up SFrl.4bn. 

In the UK. the two groups are 
better known for consumer 
brands such as Lypsyi, Savlon 
and NieolinelL the anli-sraok- 
ing patches, which are all part 
of the Ciba portfolio, and San- 
doz’s Ovaltine. The Ciba work- 
force in the UK looks (he more 
vulnerable to any job cuts. The 
company has seven manufac- 
turing sites employing around 
4,500. compared with Sandoz’s 
1.500 employees in the UK. 

The Transport & General 
Workers Union, which has a 
substantial membership at the 
two companies, said it expect- 
ed job losses. 



independent plans: Zeneca’s David Barnes dismisses talk of joining with a bigger group 
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- Shares m-Zeneca jumped 15 
pero^roanaSrliiziepeakyes- 
terday as the stock market ah- 

. tidpated that the : , UK ; 
pharmaceuticals group would 
be the neoct takeover target in 
the kafee of (he Sandoz-Cfba- 
Geigy merger, writes M^nus 
GriraoBd. 

. Shares m Roche the 

Swiss drags giant which has long 

- been'^ favourite to'-, bid: for. 
Zeneca, fefi as dealers antici- 
pated it launching a fid as. a 
consolation prize to losing out 
in the merger of its Swiss nvals. 

The 96p rise in Zeneca's 
share price to. £13.77. came in 
qpite.of the group’s own defi- 
ant declaration of indepen' 
deuce. Unveiling profits for 
1995 at the top end of analysts’ 
expectations, the chief execu- 
tive, David Barnes, dismissed . 

\ talk of throwing in his lot with 
- abigger company. “As far as we 
are concerned, our policy is to. 
drive the business tmkh dear- 
ly haipotential for siibstantial 
gro wt h, as far and as hard as 
' poSsiWe.” With seven highly 
promising new products in the 

S iline, “we have our hands 
and a very rich dietjirtt dri- 
ving forward pn our own". 

Analysts 1 warned that . 
Zeneca, now valued al£I2Jibn 
by the market^ would be ex- 
pensive at these levels. One 
said: “lo the extent that they 
are smaUer than some of the 
bigger companies,' they are a 
target. But at this sort of price, 

- h makes h very difficult to jus- , 
tify. any sort of . takeover. I 
• ‘ thmk a merger is much more 

t- ■ v. The ^market welcomed the 
r ‘•«rttipali^ , ’s figures, which*' 
■ showed underiymg profits ris- 
iiiig 15 per cent to £878m in the 
I - yrafto December, and news of 
■■ plans to divest two nnderper- . 
farming activities. An agree- 
meHt has been signed with Sun 
> OieBticaJ Corporation of the 
'..US to sell the spedality inks 
business for J6^i, while dis- 
cussions are taking place with 
a munber of parties for tiiedi&r ' 
posai of the textile colours op- 


eration. The two divsions form 
part of Zeneca's specialities ac- 
tivities, which, with profits flat 
at £56m. was the only area of 
the.group oot ® raise its returns 
last year. . . 

John Mayo, finance dmeclpr. 
said margins in specialities 
would rise to above 8 per cent . . 
up from 5.4 per tent in 1995, . 
once the disposals were coin- 
pleted-The ncws comcs hot on 
the hedsofFebruaxy’s dispoS' 
al of a- faalf-share of the seeds 
business, whlrit iscxpccted to 
eliminate losses,- vrtudi more 
than doubled to£48m last year. 

. Zeneca also won fuff marks 
from analysts fair the perfqrgt. 
mance of its core pharmaceur 
ticals business. 7 Drugs sales 
advanced 10 per cent 1o . 
£2J6bn, the first timfr they 


to drive the 
business ... as 
fer and as hard 


have broken through the £2bn 
. maik, semibig ptotits before ex- 
ceptioBatr9 per cent ahead to 
£687xn. US sales growth al 10 
per cen t outpaced the marke t 
by 4 percentage ^pomtsi led by 
Zeneca^s .best-selling Zcstru 
blood p r e ss u re and heart drug. 

Exceptional itemsof£259m 
had been forcdiadOTvexlm pre' 
vious an o Ounceinecl^ Of the; , 
total, £l??m relatedtoa good- 
wifi write-off on the sale of the ; 
seeife stake and a further £65m 
concerned to a restructurmg 
prograHnne utiyefled earlier 
this year.''. " R ; . " 

The Compaq revealed that 
550 jobs out of a totalwraifbitie 
of3l^M would be lostas are- * 
snKnfYfie ratii wafay n. Tn the 

UK, 370 jobsaretO go,’princi- 
paff^ thra result of the Laser 
Projcctio ralionalisetheman- 
afacturingand supply Chain. 


Swiss create chemical solution despite wars, cartels and pillages 


There is more than a touch of dd/ri 
i n about the proposed marriage be- 
tween Sandoz and Ciba-Geigy. The 
companies have long and similar 
histories and worked extremely 
closely together for the first half of 
this century, writes John Shepherd. 

Ciba-Geigy started life in 1758 
when Johann Geigy started selling 
spices 3nd natural dyes. The Ciba 
part of the business was not really 
formed until almost a century later 
when Alexander Clavel started to 
take advantage of the development 
of svnihetic dves. 


By 1900, Ciba, an acronym for 
Gesellschaft furCbemiscbe Industrie 
iro Basic, had become Switzerland’s 
leading chemical company and ben- 
efited greatly for a few years from the 
collapse of the huge German chem- 
ical cartel during the Fust Wforid War. 
However, the German cartel was re- 
assembled as IG Farben soon after the 
war and the Swiss had little option but 
to form their own cartel called Basel 
AG, comprising Ciba, Geigy, and 
Sandoz. 

The Swiss companies, which 
shared profits, technology and mar- 


kets, quickly started to do much bet- 
ter than the German cartel and di- 
versified into pharmaceuticals and 
other chemicals. 

In 1929, the German and Swiss 
cartels merged and a couple of 
years later the French and British 
equivalents were brought into the 
fold. The so-called Quadrapartite 
Cartel lasted until the outbreak of 
the Second World War; leaving only 
the cosy Swiss grouping intact 

The Swiss also made a big break- 
through during the first year of the 
Second World War when Paul 


Muller, a scientist al Geigy, invent- 
ed DDT - a compound which won 
him a Nobel prize. 

The cartel lasted until 1951 when 
the three Swiss companies decided 
that they no longer needed the pro- 
tective cartel umbrella and went their 
separate ways. 

Ciba and Geigy continued to di- 
versify. During the 1950s Geigy ex- 
panded rapidly, finding new markets 
in agricultural chemicals. By the late 
1960s its sales were greater than 
Oba’s. 

Fresh and intense competition 


from foreign companies such as Im- ' 
penal Chemical Industries brought* 
Ciba and Geigy back together 
again. Ciba and Geigy merged in 
1970 and expanded rapidly through 
acquisitions in the US, including 
Airwick Industries and Funk Seeds.- 
The acquisitive policy continued 
in the 1980s, and Ciba-Geigy also 
began forming joint ventures. One 
of the most notable was the link-up 
in 1986 with Chiron to produce and 
market genetically engineered 
vaccines. It bought Maag AG. the 
agrochemicals business, from Hoff- 


man n-La Roche in 1990. FoDowing- 
the break-up of the SwisscarteL Sanr- 
dozwasbimfydiversifying.lt moved 
into the seeds business, buying Min- 
neapolis-based Northrop, King & 
Company and the Dutch-based 


During the 1980s it bought Wasa, 
a Swedish aipbread compmy, ad der 
MasterBrnktoamstruction chemi- 
cals business from Martin Marietta. , 
All the success, however; was" 
marred in the company's Centenary 
year in 19S6 when a warehouse fire 
spilled tons of cbemicak iot6 the 


; Rhine, killirg> fish and con tammating 
water as far away as the North Sea. • 

. The 1990s has again been a peri- 
od of diversification, involving buy- 
ing investments in tro American 
bio technologycompanies Genet- 
ic Therapy and SyStemix. : 
Today, some 45 pet cent of sales 
come from pbatinaceuticals, 18 per 
oentfrpm nutrition products*14per:; 
cent from chemicals aid the test from - 
agroproducts, seeds, and construction . 
and environmental chemicals. 

Additional reporting by Bloomberg 


BSkyB’s European partners 
label its statement ‘premature’ 


Signs of high street recovery 
fail to dash City rate-cut hopes 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

The satellite broadcaster BSkvB 
was “premature" in announcing 
on Wednesday a S270m invest- 
ment in the German pay TV 
market, its two Continental 
partners, Bertelsmann and 
Canal Plus, said yesterday. 

Confirming that a pan-Euro- 
pean pay TV alliance involving 
the three companies, and in- 
cluding Havas, the French media 
company, had been agreed, both 
Canal Plus and Bertelsmann 
cautioned yesterday that BSkvB’s 
investment in Premiere, the Ger- 
man pay-TV channel they share 
with the media giant Kirch, had 
vet to be finalised. 


“The announcement in Lon- 
don was premature." Laurent 
Perpere. finance director at 
Canal Plus, said. “Any change in 
Premiere’s ownership requires 
that we discuss it with all the part- 
nets," including Kirch, which is 
believed to be resisting the ad- 
dition of BSkyB to the venture. 

He addei however, that 
there were “legal methods" 
that could allow a Premiere deal 
to go through without the sup- 
port of Kirch. According to in- 
formed sources in London. 
Canal Plus. Bertelsmann and 
BSkyB have already agreed 
such methods, which lawyers ad- 
vise could allow the deal to pro- 
ceed without Kirch's support. 

Yesteray’s confusion was 


rooted in a raging battle between 
Kirch and Bertelsmann over 
digital TV technology, with the 
two companies backing differ- 
ent set-top boxes. Kirch has de- 
veloped its own decoder for 
digital TV signals, and is fight- 
ing to ensure that it is accepted 
as the standard in Germany. 

Bertelsmann prefers the Seca 
standard developed by Canal 
Plus, which will be adopted by 
the new BSkyB-Canal Plus- 
Bertelsmann alliance. 

BSkyB shares rose sharply in 
London, gaining 24p to 423p. 
Canal Plus shares, which had 
been suspended on Wednesday 
pending the announcement, 
gained 16 per cent in heavy 
trading. 


NIGEL COPE 
and DIANE COYLE 

There were new signs of a re- 
covery on the high street yes- 
terday. even as the City waited 
for the Chancellor to cut the cost 
of borrowing for the third time 
in four months in order to stim- 
ulate the economy. 

New figures from the Confed- 
eration of British Industry and the 
John Lewis Paipiership con- 
firmed a pick-up in retail spend- 
ing. But the CBI said signs of 
weakness in manufacturing jus- 
tified an interest rate cut. A quar- 
ter-point reduction in base rales 
is widely expected the morning af- 
ter yesterday’ s meeting between 
the Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke 


and Eddie George, the Governor 
of the Bank of England. 

The CBFs survey of the dis- 
tributive trades showed that the 
volume of retail sales rose for the 
fifth-month running in Februaiy. 
The momentum of spending had 
extended beyond Christmas and 
the January sales. 

John Lewis recorded record 
profits of £150m in the year to. 
January 1996 with both depart- 
ment stores and the Waitrose su- 
permarkets turning in 
impressive performances. This 
was not only 28 per cent high- 
er than the pervious year's fig- 
ure of £117tn but also higher 
than the previous record of 
£13hn achieved in the boom 
year of 1988/89. Sales were 9 per 
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cent higher at £L8bn. The part- 
nership’s 35,000 staff will share 
£57m of the profits. The means 
a 15 per cent bonus which is 
equivalent to eight weeks salary 
each. Though well short of the 
24 percent bonus received dur- . 
ing the late 1980s retail boom it 
is double the level of three 
year's ago. 

Stuart Hampson, chairman of 
John Lewis, said there .were 
signs of recovery in tbe' higb 
street and the bousing market, 
with sales of furnishings and tele- 
vision and audio equipment up 
strongly. “Something is' hap- 
pening,” he said. "There may not 
be a feel-good factor bat there 
is a *feel-not-so-bad’ factor.” . 

Comment, page 19 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

A deal between Ladbrpke and 
Hilton Hotels Corporation of 
the US looks increasingly like- 
ly after U emerged yesterfay that 
chief executive Peter George has 
been holding talks with Steve 
BoUesbacb, the newfread ofthe 
American hotels group. 

Mr George is eager tofotge 
links between Ladbrokes Hilton 
International subsidiary and the 
US business from which it was 
spun off in the 1960s. Such a deal 
could pre-empt the bid forLad- 
broke which the market be- 
lieves Bass or Whitbread is 


£97.7m.to £58.1m as the Na- 
tional Lottery hammered prof- 
its at Vernons pools and 
Ladbroke betting shops.' 

Announcement of the profits 
fall coincided with a call from the 
betting industry to the govern- 1 
mem to level the playing field ' 
-with the lottery. P hilip Jarrold, 
managing . director of Vernons, 
told Pariiament’s National Her- 
itage Committee that the com- : 
pany had. cut back its workforce 
to 625 .from over 1,000 in re- : 





sga»aaBBSB 1 





together." This could involve 00 
opeiatiOD on sales and market- 
ing or it could go further. 

Ladbroke announced disap- 
pointing figures for the 12 
months to December. Group 
profits of£Ot3m were down on 
1994’s £1285m, despite higher 
profits from Hilton, G aming 
and betting saw a collapse from 


£25.9m last' year, including 
MJmofreoiganisation costs in 
fretting and gaming operations. 
.. A further 100 jobs were cut 
yesterday with' the. announce- 
inent that Ladbroke was coin- 
frnting its grouphcadquarterain 
London wi&_ the,offices of- the 
hotel business at Herts. 

• InvestmentColuBiH, page 21 
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City gambles on Ladbroke bid 


No- one will be too worried by yesier- 

- day's pretty dismal figures from Lad- 
broke, the HDiod hotels to Vernons 
poolsio betting shops group. The real 

.investment interest in the company lies 
. in guessing if- a bid is on the way, who 
. will make it and what they will bepre- 
• pared to pay. 

it doesn't materialise. attention will 

- fpcos on. whether the company can 
stitch up a deal with Hilton Hotels Cor- 
poration, which owns the US hotels. 
Undecnew boss Sieve Bolienhacb the 

American business is known to be keen 

to forge at the very least a world-wide 
marketing link with the international 
arm it now regrets selling off. 

Chief executive Peter George has 
. .done a reasonable job in clearing up 
die iness left by his predecessors, sell- 
frigTexas Homecare to Samsbujy and 
ndoding down the ill-conceived prop- 
erty portfolio, but many of the prob- 
lems he faces at Ladbroke are out of 
hiscontrol. 

Profits for the year to December of 
.£121 3m were bang in line with ex- 
pectations, £7J!m below 1994’s pre-ex- 
cep tio rial number and, as forecast, 
clobbered by the impact of the National 
Lottery on the betting side. Earnings 
per share of 7.46p, again before ex- 
ceprionals, only just covered an un- 
. changed dividend of 6p. 

Last year really was a game of two 
halves for Ladbroke. The Hilton bo- 


underpins the current share price, 
even if on a prospective price/eamings 
ratio of about 20 the shares, down 0.5p 
at lS3Jp. are expensive on fimda- 
mental measures. Hold on for the 
inevitable developments. 


Arjo bears scars 
of price war 


The paper industry' is notoriously 
volatile, subject to wild swings in pa- 
per prices and dramatic shifts in de- 
mand. Aijo Wiggins Appleton, the 
Anglo-French group, failed to escape 
those gyrations last year and has spent 
much of the last six months warning on 
profits. 

Arjo’s problem is that it has been 
faced with a slump in demand as cus- 
tomers used up stocks while they wait- 
ed for the soaring price of papeno fall. 
The first half was decent enough but 
demand then deteriorated as de- 
stocking continued. 

Yesterday’s fiill-year figures bore the 
battle scars. Pre-exceptiona] profits fell 
by jus! 10 per cent to £207ra. But half 
of that was wiped out by charges of 


£120m relating to last November’s re- 
structuring of the European operations. 

The difficult to have continued in the 
early months of this year. Sales volumes 
are still weak and prices are coming un- 
der increased pressure. Though the 
worst of the dc-siocking appears to be 
over in Europe, the slowing of some 
economies such as France, Germany 
and North America is likely to delay 
an upturn. 

On the bright side, the pulp price is 
finally beginning to fall which will 
helpAijo’s margins. Pulp prices 
reached more than $1000 per tonne last 
autumn and the price has been falling 
steadily to $600. It is not dear how 
much further it has to fail but at the 
bottom of the last cycle pulp prices went 
as low as $400. 

The good news for Arjo is that 
though it has been ravaged by the cy- 
cle it looks reasonably well placed for 
an upturn. It has a good geographic 
spread and has been expanding into the 
“added value" coaied-paper market \ia 
the acquisition of the Newton Falls mill 
in the US last year. This will balance 
the group's interest in the mature but 
still cash generative carbonless paper 
market. 

With analysts forecasting profits of 


around £lS5m this year the shares are 
on a forward rating of 14. They have, 
however, already enjoyed a significant 
bounce since the end of last year 
when they fell to I60p. Up Sp to 21Up 
yesterday they are high enough. 


Overseas boost 
for Sun Alliance 


Ladbroke : at a glance 


— 11IW 1 UHU11 UvT 

t els business moved nicely ahead from 
£126. 8m to £150.2ni,with occupancy 


' Market yafue: £2=t4bn. share price I83£p 


1991 


1992 


1993 


edging ahead from 66.8 per cent to 69 
per cent, driven by the buoyant Lon- 
don market. It was a trice cushion, but 
not enough to make up for a disastrous 
12 months for gaming and betting. 

There were problems across the di- 
vision. with retail betting and Vernons 
suffering from the introduction of 
scratch cards, credit betting (accounts 
for overseas high-rollers) slumping af- 
ter a strong 1994 and profits in Amer- 
ica failing to keep up with risin g sales. 
Overall the division saw profits collapse 
from £97.7m to £5S,lm. . 

Elsewhere in the group, profits from 
the property portfolio were sharply re- 
duced from £3 2m to £23m as buddings 
are gradually disposed of That unhappy 
adventure should be history within a 
couple of years. 

So what is Ladbroke really worth? 
Break-up valuations of more than 
200p have been touted which provides 
some support if you believe a bid from, 
say, Bass or Whitbread is a possibili- 
ty. If not, analysts believe some soft of 
marketing deal with Hilton Corp 
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1995 
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Sun Alliance closed a be tier- than -ex- 
pected insurance reporting season 
yesterday on a positive note, with 
1995 operating profits up 59 per cent 
at £4S0m. The market was particular- 
ly cheered by the 43 per cent increase 
in net asset value to 4l3p, which 
helped fund a dividend increase at the 
top end of the range to 1 7.25p. 

Even though Sun .Alliance turned an 
underwriting profit in its core British 
market, despite increased competition, 
the real bright spot in these results was 
the steady’ growth of overseas business, 
which now accounts for over 50 per 
cent of premium income compared 
with 23 per cent in 19SV Underwrit- 
ing results in Europe and Australia out- 
paced expectations. 

In 1995. Sun .Alliances life assurance 
premiums were almost flat at £1 2.6bn_ 
while shareholders' profits increased 
to£94m from £72m. The company be- 
lieves the worst of the problems fac- 
ing the industry in the UK are over, 
reflected in a year-on-year rise in 
both single and new annual premiums 
so far in 1996, after a good final quar- 
ter in 1995. On the general insurance 
side, premiums increased to £3.6bn 
from £3.4bn, and the underwriting re- 
sult showed a much improved loss of 
£31m compared with £l27m last time. 

What sets Sun Alliance apart from 
other composites is its determined 
build-up of a sizeable war chest. The 
solvency margin was up to 8? per cent 
al the end of last year. The group is on 
the prowl in the Far East and Europe, 
possibly the US, and would not turn up 
its nose at a life muuial here at home. 

Given its lack of premium income 
relative to hs rivals, and the prospec- 
tive loss of business from former part- 
ners the Halifax in the UK and Chubb 
in the US, pressure is growing to 
make an acquisition. There is certainly 
value in the shares, with a prospective 


Does Marketing Malaise 
rot your underpants? 


“It’s time to shrug off the 

British Marketing Malaise." So 
said Sir Michael Perry, chair- 
man of Unilever, yesterday in 
his keynote speech al the City 
University Business School. ’ 
Can this be the same Unilever 
that presided over the so-called 
“rotting Y-froms" saga, when a 
rival company showed that 
Unilever’s Pen.il Power could 
cause damage to clothing'.' 

Sir Michael said that what- 
ever Britain's role would be 
by the millennium, it would 


be determined by marketing. 
Perhaps a little market testing 


would be in order as well. 
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yield of 5.8 per cent, but with an aqui- 

tder- 
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sition looming, and the UK unc 
writing cycle heading downwards, 
don’t expect fireworks. 


Mrs Beeton - management 
guru. The London Business 
School is championing the 
19th cernurv authoress, who 


wrote arguably the most 
influential cookbook cum 
housekeeping guide ever, as a 
sage for today. 

Robin Wcnsley. professor 
of strategic management and 
marketing at Warwick Busi- 
ness School, wrote in the 
spring edition of the LBS 
Strategy Review that Isabella 
Beeton’s book throws light 
“on two modem management 
debates: the relationship 
between strategic and opera- 
tions management: and 
order /bur eucracy as against 
adaptability /chaos.” 

And there I was thinking it 
was all about gelling up early 
and keeping the servants in 
order. Isabella had completed 
her l.I12-page book in the 
1860s aged just 25, and died 



Ostrich meat. Yum yum. Many now view it as preferable to 
BSE -ridden beet The booming world of ostrich breeding was 
thrown into disarray this week, however, when the Advertising 
Standards Authority upheld a complaint against the Pinstripe 
Farming Company; Sandbach. Cheshire. Pinstripe had claimed 
in an ad for investment in ostrich farming that “Demand wiD 
exceed supply for the next 7-10 years." The ASA found that 
pinstripe could not substantiate the claim. 

Step forward the Ostrich Farming Corporation, Europe's 
biggest breeder with 2,000 birds in Belgium. On Monday the 
Corporation urged the British Domesticated Ostrich Associa- 
tion to tighten up its code or ethics to prevent such abuses in 
future. “We felt it was time to sort out the industry. A lot of 
farms don't understand what yon can and can't do in advertis- 
ing," said Robin Higgens of the Corporation. Quite right. The 
industry can't keep its head in the sand... 


just four years later, which 
certainly teaches a lesson 
about Getting On With It. 


Princess Diana is tu head a 
charity funded by people 
donating 10 per cent of their 
windfalls from building society 
conversions, if freelance butler 
Michael Hardcm has his way. 
Mr Hardem wrote w the 
Princess's press representative 
Jane Atkinson last weekend 
about the scheme, which he 
reckons could raise around 
£1 ,6bn for good causes. 

He has already formed a 
lobby group. Members of Con- 
version. which is urging all 
remaining societies to convert 
and shower their members 
with one-off payments. Cur- 
rently Mr Hardem is pursuing 
a scheme to get Live sympathis- 
ers on to the board of Nation- 
wide Building Society, which 
remains resolutely mutual. 

Any charity scheme would 
have to receive the money 
automatically on conversion. 
Mr Hardem stressed. “Once 
people get their sticky hands 
tin the money they tend not 
to want to hand it back." 


The world of shooting col- 
lided with that of oil al the 
Turf Club in London's Carl- 
ton House Terrace last nighL 
Britain's oil moguls like 
shooting together since they 
all have stakes in each other's 
oil rigs and Scottish grouse 
moors are conveniently close 
to the North Sea oil fields. 

The first ever Annual 
Shooters' Supper was 
attended by 34 moguls, and 
amid the talk of buckshot 
they made a number of 
awards. Colin Moynihan, the 
former sports and energy 
minister, was voted “most 
boring guest”. “Dresser of the 
year" was John Kennedy. 
chief executive of Dresser 
Industries, which builds oil 
rigs. Russell Harvey, head of 
Lasmo North Sea. won “Shot 
of the year” and Graham 
Hearn, chairman of Enter- 
prise Oil, was voted “host of 
the year”. 



up pace 
50% rise 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


The dramatic recoveiy at the 
circuit board to ceramics group 
Cookson continued in 1995 as 
strong, sales growth and margin 
improvement sent profits and 
cash flow sparing. - . 

Richard Oster, chief ex- 
ecutive, said: “Global expansion, 
a clear focus on new product 
development and customer ser- 
vice have enabled the group to 
grow its major businesses de- 
spite the increasingly competi- 
tive environment." 

Pre-tax profits jumped 50 
per cent to £181 m (£12Im) af- 
ter a 15 per cent rise in sales to 
£1.8bn was compounded by a 
widening in operating margin 
from 9 per cent to 11,1 percent 


Mr Oster said a 15 per cent re- 
turn on sales was achievable to 
put Cookson on a par with di- 
versified rivals such as BTR, TI 
and Williams. 

Last year's improved result 
means profits have soared from 
under £20m in 1991. when the 
return on sales was under 7 per 
\ eem. • 

That rise meant the compa- 
ny was able to pay a final divi- 
dend 18 per cent higher at 4.5p 
to gjve a full-year payout 14 per 
cent better at 8p. Cookson’s 
shares, which have tripled in val- 
ue over the past four years, 
closed 7p lower at 318p as the 
market paused for breath after 
the past year's strong out- 
perfbrmance. 

The biggest surprise to ana- 
lysts was a big swing in Cook- 


son's cash flow, which saw it 
generate £50m compared with 
last years £17m absorption. 
That put Cookson on track to 
meet its target of generating 
£500m over the next four years 
from debt and internal cash flow 
for investment in its four main 
businesses. 

Mr Oster said the key to 
Cookson 's success over the ’past 
few years was a constant drive 
to create new products. Hg es- 
timated that a quarter of the 
company’s profits in five years’ 
time would come from products 
not yet in existence. 

Electronics, which makes cir- 
cuit boards and is one of Cook- 
son’s fastest-growing markets, 
saw profits rise 52 per cent to 
£80m as demand from com- 
puter, mobile phone and car 


manufactuers remained high. 
The company estimates that the 
electronic content of cars will 
double over the next ID years, 
maintaining the division’s 
momentum. 

In ceramics, the refractories 
business continued to grow 
faster than the steel industry it 
mainly serves by taking market 
share. 

The ceramics supplies busi- 
ness, a joint venture with John- 
son Matt hey, also made good 
progress in its first year of 
trading. 

Thanks to the group's cash 
generation and a £193m rights 
issue a year ago at 175p the bal- 
ance sheet remained strong, 
with gearing at the year end 
down to 6 per cent from 36 per 
cent 12 months earlier. 


IN BRIEF 


Hlllsdown slumps to £llm loss 


nouuuwd Holdings, theTyphoo tea and Hartley’ s jams food group, 
slumped to an £1 Im loss last year after heavy exceptional charges. 
This compared to a £17?m profit last year. The charges includ- 
ed a £142m write down on its stake in Maple Foods of Canada 
which it sold last year. Profits were also dented by soaring raw 
material cosis, particularly in packaging and the hot summer which 
affected the third quarter. Operating profits edged up from £138m 
to £l42m. Sales from continuing operations rose from £25bn to 
£2.7bn. 


Growth continues at IMI 


Profits at building products and engineering group IMI jumped 
24 per cent to £105.8m last year as three out of four divisions in- 
creased both sales and profits. Budding products maintained its 
recent growth record, fluid power notched up a second year of 
substantial profit improvement, drinks dispensing held onto tne 
previous year’s growth while special engineering made up for a 
slow start to the year with a better second half. The shares closed 
8p higher at 345p after a 10 per cent rise in the dividend to 1 1 -5p. 


Bus stop success for More O’Ferrall 


Outdoor advertising company More O’Ferrall saw pre-tax prof- 
its cUmbSSper cent to £ 15m, buoyed by strong growth mils back- 
lit bus shelter operations. Hirnover rose IS per cent to^iownh 
the UK and Ireland responsible for the bulk of the busmess.Frenvh 
and Belgian subsidiaries saw profils decline, as the company blamed 
economic conditions and increased competition. 


Rolls-Royce bullish 
as profits take off 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 


Rolls-Royce, the aero-engine 
and industrial power group, re- 
ported a sharp rise in profits yes- 
terday as the company forecast 
that the airline industry was al 
last picking up after five years 
of recession. 

After reporting a 74 per cent 
jump in pre-tax profits to £ 175m 
for. last year, chairman Sir 
Ralph Robins said that the 
company was seeing growth in 
its important markets and had 
captured a greater share of the 
commercial engine market. 

There has been speculation 
that R-R was selling its big 
Trent engine at below cost in or- 
der to win lucrative spares sales, 


30 per cent of all commercial 
aircraft sales last year, the high- 
est market share it has achicved. 

u We have had five years of 
very difficult circumstances 
when we have had to pursue 
some very difficult policies. But 
we are beginning to get the pay 
off now and we are starting to 
see market growth." he said. 

The profits included a £30m 
contribution from US aircraft- 
engines company, Allison, 
which R-R bought early last 


year. There was an exceptional 
‘ of£32r 


bnt Six Ralph denied this, 

lid it 


technology topay 
“Who knows what.the 

HELL’S GOING ON ? 



R-R said it was dosing the 
gap on rival US engine-makers 
General Electric and Pratt & 
Whitney. R-R captured nearly 


gain from asset sales of £3 2m. 

Since last year. R-R has 
steadliy won engine orders and 
seen a rise m its share price, up 
5p yesterday to 215p. Group 
sales were £3.6bc, up from 
£3.16bn. 

The company warned it faces 
a downturn in military projects 
but said the rivfl aviation industry 
was showing signs of recovery. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Win Damon Hill’s 


Renault Spider 


with 



INDEPENDENT 



W e would like to give you the chance to 
win a unique open-topped sports car 
that has had one careful owner - Damon 
Hill. Damon, hotly tipped to take this year's 
Grand Prix crown from Michael Schumach- 
er, will road test our prize Renault Sport Spi- 
der, a magnificent mid-engine two sealer that 
was the hit of the Geneva Motor Show. 
The Sprder, which will retail for around 
£25.000, has a lightweight aluminium 
chassis and a 150 bhp 2 litre Clio Williams 
engine which gives a top speed of 130 mph. 
Though the Spider's high-tech interior and 
racy, squat lines show its race track pedi- 
gree, this is a car that was designed for every- 
day use. Safety is a prime feature, as s driver 
comfort and noise reduction. 

Acceleration, road-holding, cornering and 


breaking are all that you would expect from 
a designer thoroughbred. Production of the 
Spider will be strictly limited, and your prize 
car will cany the Damon Hill seal of approval. 


HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning our prize 
Renault Sport Spider you must collect five 
differently numbered tokens from the four- 
teen we are printing in The Independent and 
the Independent on Sunday. Today we are 
printing Token 13- Token 14, the final to- 
ken, will be printed in tomorrows Indepen- 
dent with the entry form. It must be 
completed and sent in with your tokens. 



TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

As previously published. 
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Investors turn to drugs and water to provide a surge 


S 0 H 0 J P M 


Takeover speculation in drugs 
and water shares came to the 
rescue of the slock market. 

The £41 bn Swiss drugs 
merger put Zeneca on a high 
and Wessex Waters pursuit of 
Sontb West Water lifted the 
temperature iu the water 
sector. 

The resi of ihe market tend- 
ed to drift awaiting (he hoped- 
for interest rate cut and. in a 
few instances, ruffled by results. 

Zeneca was comfortably the 
best-performing blue chip, 
soaring 96p to \3TJp in heavy 
trading. 

The proposed Sandoz-Ciba 
Ceigy merger immediately 
concentrated minds on the 
moves it could provoke in the 
already' bid-happy drugs in- 
dustry.' Zeneca, so often the ru- 
moured victim of the two Swiss 
giants, was designated (he most 
likely target for one of the oth- 
er big groups threatened by the 
new Swiss concentration. 

Roche, another Swiss group 


often linked with Zeneca, was 
seen as an obvious predator. 
Glaxo Wellcome, which this 
week admitted that it needed 
an acquisition to keep up its 
momentum, is also in the 
frame. 

Zeneca’s latest embarrass- 
ment in the glare of the 
takeover spotlight occurred 
when the group could have 
hoped to throw off the- specu- 
lative yoke - by producing a 
splendid round of profits. But 
all the old arguments have re- 
lumed ip haum it. It looks a 
sitting duck and unless it can 
grow through takeovers it will 
fall to a predator. 

Glaxo shares, partly re- 
flecting the possibility of bid ac- 
tion, fell 30p to S46p, a two-day 
fall of 74p. 

SWW foamed 70p to 60Sp 
on the Wessex interest. The 
possibility of action among 
the other privatised water com- 
panies lifted Anglian 8 p to 
59tip: Severn TVent 9p to 657p 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


and Southern 59p to 736p. 
Wessex sank 20p to 324p. 

The FT-SE 100 index end- 
ed 0.7 points lower at 3,7582; 
the supporting index again 
demonstrated the growing re- 
silience of sccond-linere, gain- 
ing 3 J points to 4,280, its fifth 
consecutive peak. 

Vickers, the engineering 
group famed for Rolls-Royce 
cars, retreated another 18p to 
2 ti 0 p. GKPTs declaration that 
it had no intention of bidding 
added to the damage done by 
Wednesday's indication that 
pro fits growth this year will be 
unexciting. GKN, with profits 
up 61 per cent, gained 35p to 
877p. Cable andWireless was 
actively traded ahead of a con- 


ference due to be held today 
by its Hongkong Telecom off- 
shoot. The shares ended firmer 
at 451p. 

De La Rue dipped 25p to 
721 p foDowiqg disappointment 
with the performance of its 
German subsidiary. 

Banks were weak as interest 
rate cut hopes were seen to be 
.diminished by the stronger - 
than-expected distributive 
trades survey. Standard Char- 
tered retreated 13p to b25p as 
bid hopes faded. 

Elsewhere Yorkshire Elec- 
tricity, another which recent- 
ly enjoyed high-voltage bid 
Hopes, Fell ISp to 775p. Su- 
permarkets continued to score 
from projected food inflation. 


with Argyll up 13p at 316p and 
j Sainsbray 6 p to 355p- 

BSkyB, the satellite televi- 
sion group, jumped 24p to 
423p foDowing its German TV 
deal. Granada rose lip to 
739p on renewed hopes that it 
was near to unloading some of 
the assets acquired with Forte. 
Whitbread, 7p up at 708p, re- 
mains the favourite to buy the 
chain of Welcome Break mo- 
torway services areas. A deci- 
sion is due this weekend on the 
sale of most of the White Hart 
country hotels to Regal Hotels, 
still suspended at 44p. 

' Vtewlnn, providing hotel 
guests with access to comput- 
erised data, held at 3Q0p. The 
shares were floated in De- 
cember at lOOp. The market 
has been desperately short of 
stock, a situation which could 
be alleviated by the sale of 
50,000 shares by GFM In- 
ternational, the US group. 

Pan Andean, seeking oil 
and gas in Bolivia, jumped tip * 


to 47p as stories went around 
of strikes near one of its blocks. 
But Tullow Ofl failed to sustain 
Wednesday’s excitement on 
talk of British Gas interest, 
foil ing L25p to 7Sp. Clyde Pe- 
troleum was busily traded, 
gaining 4p to 66p on specula- 
tion of developments in 
Indonesia. 

Capital & Western Estates, 
a residential property group ar- 
rived on AIM this week. The 
shares traded at 2 p. 

Remshaw. an electronic 
equipment group, surged 37p 
to 453p, reflecting an 87 per 
cent profit increase. A 58 per 
cent profit advance lifted More 
OTerrall, the advertising 
group. 3Sp to 5S5p. 

Razumnies, the lawnxnower 
maker rescued from near -dis- 
aster, held at 67p. Merrill 
Lynch believes profits this year 
could hit £14.3m (against 
£9 Jro) with £17.4m predicted 
for next year. Merrill is look- 
ing for an 8 Qp target price. 


taking stock 


□Queens Moat Houses, tbe ; 
debt-laden hotel group, has . 
experienced a see-saw wsdc 
yesterday gaining l,75p 10 
l&ZSp* iust below the best / 

level achievedsincelast -[ 

year's restrnctnring. On { 
every yardstick the shares, 
which have been briskly trad- j 
ed this week, are expensive. I 
Bat interest in them is fheifed j 

by the suspicion corporate ? 
action could soon emerge. | 
The reclusive Barclays broth- 
ers have been linked with the 
group and there have been 
suggestions Stalls, the ac- 
quisitive Scottish group, 
could be interested. ; 

□Richard Conroy who used 
to run Arcon laternatkmal 
Resources, is thoqght to be 
sear to brinjpng a gold min- 
ing company to the stock 
market. The new Conroy ve- 
hicle has interests hi Finland! 
Professor Conroy quit Arcon 
15 months ago. 
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PREMIUM BOND 
CHECKLINE 

There is £12 million worth of 
Premium Bond prize money 
waiting to be claimed, hundreds 
of thousands of unpaid 
numbers exist. Do you hold a 
winning bond? Dig out your old 
bonds and find out by calling: 

0891 111 924 

Calls cost 3Sp per min, cheap fate, 4Sp per min at all other times. 

A Product of TIM Ltd, 4 Selsdon Way, London El 4 9GL 
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Big risks and a dubious deal for 
taxpayers in the nuclear sell-off 


business 


; As investors are deluged 
: . -TVove r the coming months 
: -with information to persuade 
, thearto buy into the G.6bn pri- 
' valuation of British Energy 
this summer, a little historical 
perspective would not go amiss. 
Reading' the impressive fi- 

• nanaal forecasts this week by 
BZW, the Government's City 
advisers, it is hard to remember 

. what a toughing stock the nu- 
clear generating and coustruc- 
! tioh industry has made of itself 
ewer much of the last three 
: decades. 

. • Look at the record of Dun- 

• geness B, one of the power sta- 
tions investors are being asked 
to buy. Though admiuwily the 

: . worst ofthebuDcb.it has ad a i m 

.. to be the biggest Industrial dis- 

« - aster in British history. 

: Important components of 
. (he Doctor did not fit when they 

were brought on site, so the steel 
lining bad to be rebuiliat huge 
expense. The contractor went 
V bust, the whole sony project 
took nearly 20 years to finish - 
' six or seven years is the norm - 
and after the station started op- 
erating in 1983 weld problems 
kept output low for many years. 

As recently as last year" fresh 
problems with welds in the 
pipework forced a shutdown 
and lengthy repairs, making 
the company's boast a few 
months before that the rogue 
.station had at last been tamed 
appear decidedly premature. 


INDUSTRY VIEW 

PETER RODGERS 


The other six nuclear power 
stations of the same gas-cooled 
generation have a mixed record. 
Astonishingly, this small batch 
of power stations was built to 
four different designs and, as a 
group, this has made them even 
more of a chronic burden on the 
power industry's technical re- 
sources over the years than if 
they had been all of a kind. 

. It was almost certainly the 
blunders of the advanced gas- 
cooled reactor programme, and 
not the environmental lobby or 
the scares resulting from foreign 
nuclear accidents, that nearly 
wiped out the British nuclear 


engineering industry. These 
AGR stations make up the 
bulk of what is being offered for 
sale. 

History is bunk, the Depart- 
ment of 'Bade and Industry and 
its advisers might well say. How 
very unfair to raise problems 
that were long ago solved and 
rub them in the faces of the ex- 
cellent engineers who are now 
running the plants up to record 
levels of outpuL 

British Energy and its com- 
ponent parts. Nuclear Electric 
and Scottish Nuclear, have 
spent five hard years since the 
rest of the generating industry 


was privatised making their 
power stations more efficient 
and preparing them for sale. 

Nudear Electric has also built 
a £2.Sbn American-designed 
pressurised water reactor at 
Sizewell B in Suffolk on time and 
to cost The industry is very dif- 
ferent now. 

This is certainly true. But the 
chequered history is worth re- 
peating as a useful reminder 
that predictions by engineers 
about long-term nuclear per- 
formance ought to be taken with 
a large pinch of salt, especially 
when they are critical to the val- 
uation of the company. 

It so happens that one of the 
key assumptions in BZWs fore- 
casts is that the performance of 
British Energy’s power stations 
will continue rising - to a level 
that has never been seen before. 

The brokers assume fix- their 
forecasts that nuclear station 


rtnwey B closure 
i Hurterston B closure — 

Wren investm ent casts ■' 

7 jja " Dungeness B closure 
r-jB^- Heystenictosum 
pffiiSBfiL Hartlepool closure 


' HejshamZ doaire 
■ Tfflness closure 




V SceweB B closure 


High level waste 
repository costs 


THORP 

decommissioning * 1 
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output as a percentage of max- 
imum theoretical output over a 
year will rise from the most re- 
cent figure of 74 .5 per cent to 
2 load factor of S25 per cent. 

The difference between an SO 
percent and an 85 per cent load 
factor - a mere 2.5 per cent ci- 
ther side of the base case - rep- 
resents a £700m variation in the 
valuation of the company. It 
would not take many more de- 
fective welds for the whole 
arithmetic to be shot to pieces. 

This is. of course, a conven- 
tional enough problem, which 
investors face every time they 
put money into an engineering; 
project. It has little to do with 
better-known fears about nu- 
clear power, such as the long- 
term costs of decommissioning 
reactors over periods of up to 
135 years, radiation scares or the 
threat of an accident. 

Indeed BZWs achievement 
in its number-crunching is that 
it may have cleared away what 
a year or two ago appeared the 
biggest financial obstacle of all 
to a privatisation, the long- 
term cost of station decommis- 
sioning and waste treat menu 

British Energy will have an 
unusual balance sheet, domi- 
nated by frighteningly huge 
provisions of £14bn for its long- 
term liabilities. 

For sophisticated investors 
the accounting magic of the dis- 
count rate has shrunk the cost 
of these risks - emotive politi- 




Power failure: Dungeness B, part of this nuclear complex in Kent, has a claim to be 
Britain's worst industrial disaster. It took 20 years to build instead of six or seven 


cal and environmental issues 
that they are - to quite accept- 
able proportions. 

Even big changes in liabilities 
expected many years ahead - for 
example an unexpected dou- 
bling in British Energy's share 
of the cost of a new waste dis- 
posal facility - will have a rel- 
atively small present cost. The 
same applies to variations in de- 
commissioning costs or the im- 
pact of tighter safety and 
environmental standards. 

This arithmetic protects cash 
flow over the next decade and 
therefore the all-important abil- 
ity to pay a high and rising 
stream o? dividends, without 
which the City will not buy 
shares in a utility'. 

According to BZW, all the 
main financial risks for in- 
vestors in fact arise from rather 
ordinary events. Early closure 
of Dungeness B because of 
technical or safety problems 


would, for example, knock 
£500m off the £2.4bn-£2.Sbn 
valuation pul on the company. 

The biggest threat of all, 
says BZW, would be from a col- 
lapse in the price at which elec- 
tricity is traded in the pool. If 
it Fell from 2.4p a kilowatt hour 
10 2p, £750m would disappear 
from the valuation. 

The risks are not all one way. 
If the electricity price rose to 2.7p 
there would be an jE850m boost 
to the value of British Energy, 
and there would be a bonus of 
£700m if there were a five-year 
extension of the life of the AGRs. 

Conventional though they 
are, the scale of the risks is likely 
to make British Energy hard to 
sell at a premium price, even as- 
suming the Government agrees 
the big debt write-offs the com- 
pany has demanded. 

The company has yet to spell 
out its real objectives, other than 
managing the decline of an in- 


dustry, now it has abandoned 
plans' to buQd another nuclear 
station. And the lure for in- 
vestors of efficiency gains is 
modest compared with earlier 
privatisations, because so much 
has been done to improve the 
company over the last five years. 

In fact, if BZWs financial 
projections are right, they could 
make a good case for keeping 
British Energy in the public sec- 
tor for the moment, rather than 
selling it cheaply in a hum- 
ahead of the election, 

British Energy is expected to 
switch from being a high ab- 
sorber of funds lo generating a 
total of £2bn of cash over the 
next five years - money which, 
if the company were kept in state 
hands, would count towards 
the public sector borrowing re- 
quirement This makes a "sale 
price of only £2.6bn seem on the 
face of it a rather poor deal for 
the taxpayer. 
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Ireland 03732 
Norway 93389 
Spafri 19049 
Sweden 10381 
Switzerland 18378 
Aysrafie* 20051 
Hong Kong Tt83l 
Malaysia 3B843 
New Zealand' 22732 
Saudi Arabia 53377 
-^jngapore 2.155T 


amonen 

2926 

52-36 

■fiQ-149 

354-322 

220-244 

230-223 

43-38 

33-28 

368-274 

190-175 

27-21 

263-166 

10-136 

38-49 

204-196 

58-77 

263-03 

00 

00-142 

04 

DO 


Other Spot Rates. 
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Interest Rates 

UK Germany US Japan 

8ua 625% Discount 300% Prime 875% Discount 050% 
France Lombard 500% Dwcount 500% Belgium 

Intervention 380% Canada Fed Funds 525% Discouit 300% 

Italy Prime 730% Spain Central 330% 

Discount 900% Discount 550% XMJay RflpO 805% Switzerland 

Netherlands Derenark Sweden Discount 150% 

Advances 300% Discount 375% Rapolftra) 785% Lontnti «£% 

Rond Yields rtSOCitaiu Henan* 

Country <br yWd% i0yr yield* Country syr yWdV royr rMdN 

IK ~i% Netherlands ~0% 15" ~6% eST 

US 51% 571 6t6> 607 Spain W’ttfc 331 106% 337 

Japan 64% 181 3f% 321 Italy U'A% 692 »'/<* 650 

Australa 8Wti 830 «% 872 BdgLm 77% 547 6V» 678 

Germany 5W 507 9h 635 Sweden 805 0% W 

Franco 5¥* 569 77.% 660 ECU OAT 9Vk 602 7 Wft 703 
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34035 
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Russia 

739850 
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India 
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Forward rales quoted high to lore are at a dbcouit subtract from spot rata 



ratoquotedkwtotvgharestapiwnun: - . add to spot rate 

*Dd«ar rates quoted as redprocata. 

For the laiesl forttyi exchange rates cat 0891 1233033. 

CaSs cost 30p per mmto (cheap rate) 48p other times. 
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London Metal Exchange 


£ Buys 
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The night that Ali and 



_ 'Ki f-im 


Ken Jones celebrates 
the 25th anniversary 
of a fascinating title - 
fight that was ‘among 
the most thrilling in 
boxing history* 

On the way to hospital for an exam- 
ination of bis swollen jaw, Muham- 
mad All awakened briefly from 
exhaustion to mutter. “Must have 
been a helluva fight, rmsooo tired.” 

For once in a gabby, gaudy career 

that transcended sport. All under- 
stated. His loss to Joe Frazier at Madi- 
son Square Garden, New York on 8 
March 1971 when c hallengin g far 
heavyweight championship was more 
than fatigue allowed him immediatel y: 
to remember. More than just a hel- 
luva a fight, it was among the most 
thrilling in boxing history. 

Millions of television viewers 
worldwide sensed the excitement “I 
don't know why people speak of 
Manila [the ate, in 197^ cf their third 
epic encounter],” Frazier said last 
week, “because the fiat time was the 
biggest fight in the wild. No fight can 
touch it We were both undefeated 
and the atmosphere was tremendous. 
Ali the roads were jammed People 
couldn’t get into the city.” 

The novelist Buda Schulberg 
wrote: “When it was announced that 
two prize fighters, two black men, two 
heavyweight champions were la divide 
a purse of S5m to decide which was 
toe one true champion, a special ex- 
citement ran through the country, the 
big money excitement, for this was an 
event as significant to the Watt Street 
Journal as it was to Ring magazine. n 

There was the effect of Alfs cul- 
tural independence too, his strident 
presence a symbol of black con- 
sciousness. Stripped of the title in 1967, 
Ali had only recently returned from 
more than three years in exile and was 
still waiting for the US Supreme 
Court to rule on appeal against a five- 
year prison term imposed by the De- 
partment of Justice when he refused 
to be drafted for Vietnam. 

Polarising opinion. Ali had be- 
come all things to ail people - 
hero, traitor, scoundrel, zealot, big- 
ot. philanderer, rabble-rouser 
prophet, but above all the most re- 
markable and charismatic sportsman 
the world has ever known. 

The resurrection proved difficult 
Despite the efforts of a persuasive co- 
hort Harold Conrad state after 
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Muhammad Afl (left) and Joe R-azier, during their first meeting 25 years ago today; Ffazter wbh on a^unanteous decisioir 


state had refused Ali a licence when, 
astonishingly, permission came from 
racist Georgia. Coming back fa At- 
lanta on 7 October 1970, Ali stopped 
Jeriy Quany in three rounds. A vic- 
tory over Oscar Boncvena in New 
York two months later, one that saw 
the tough Argentinian floored three 
times before be was stopped fa the 
15th round, brought Ali into con- 
tention for Frazier's title. 

With his ferocious Fhiladdphia- 
style hooking. Frazier was from the 


okl school a no-nonsense champion ■ 
and the antithesis of Ah. Frazier did 
not play bis colour up or down. He 
concentrated on his work and stepped 
scrupulously asde from racial fcsues, 
ignoring the vibrant new mifitaneywith 
which Ali was so closely identified. As 
a poor bey of just six, helping his fa- 
ther to scratch a) King from parched 
fields, Frazier knew bigptrv and dis- 
crimination and had a much tougher 
childhood than AIL but he was con- 
tent to pursue the American dream. 


Thus, at a time of great social strife, beTswidmig sajj>etgp^ed a C&na-y. 
bewas a symbol cfWackconsovatfem. Xcfiaamfllnuaire sports has, JacfcipMl 
Soon, it wasn't alight fay mote,. Cooke to put up tfe money: 
it was ahappenmg but someone had I 7- Differertces m apphcsiJio^‘thel 
to bring it aU together: The marttfe'. resistible : contest; oetwtCT 5pe«t 
was tal^upby a JfoQywood bustier, ■' and power addedto thedasematiod 
. Jerry Fereixhfo who didn't know a V The powetful slugger, Krazj£r,wfro 
gumshfekl from a groin protected. had defeated Jimmy 
PerendBOWasbredin tefevrsfan, caitie camtitie,hajving feteiHKssiy larwaru- 
nf agp with tiie medium, teamed with tml^agfang.mhrdef^ hodk^Up 
others that the medium was.the briffiantiyfai6rt6odax,e^in^6ra^ 
message. Ahawker odThappeningS, he fronted with the idtimafo^jK^lerp' 
latched ontocfaethaitiffiworid would of soMngthe styfepftiiebtber^^ ' 
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Ladejo leads Britain’is chase for medals 


It seems appropriate that the 
34th European Indoor Athlet- 
ics Championships, a stepping 
stone en route to this summer’s 
Olympics, should be hosted by 
a city built on 14 linked islands. 

But if the course is set. then 
for the runners at least the path 
is narrow. The track inside the 
Globe Arena here has only 
four tight lanes and is extremely 
sharp on the curves. 

“It’s like back to the old 
days of indoor running.’' said 
Malcolm Arnold, Britain's di- 
rectorof coaching. “When you 
finish running one bend and you 
are looking down to the next 
one it looks like a right angle.” 
Or, as someone suggested, a left 
angle. 

whatever the angle. Du'Aine 
Ladejo, Britain's defending 400 
metres champion, has revised 
his expectation of breaking 
Todd Bennett’s national indoor 
record of 45.56sec. 

Ladejo, who spent six yeans 
studying at an American college, 
has a seemingly inexhaustible 
capacity to be upbeat. Having 
said he hopes to beat the world 
champion, Michael Johnson, 
at this year's Olympics, he man- 
aged to formulate a positive 
rake on the fact that the Amer- 
ican has recently run 44.66sec 
indoors - nearly two seconds 
faster than his best this season. 
“It shows that be is not fa any 
better nick than last year,” he 
said. 

But even Ladejo - second fa 
rbe European list this year to 


Ashraf Saber, of Italy -has had 
to lower his sights on the evi- 
dence of his own eyes. “On this 
track I don’t think breaking the 
record is realistic.” he said. “I 
would go so Ear as to say it is not 

S > to standard. It has probably 
e tightest corners I’ve ever 
seen.” 

Two years ago at the Palais 
Omnisport in Paris, Ladejo 
conrributed to Britain's best 
total of five European indoor 
medals, the others coming from 
Dalton Grant in the high jump, 
David Strang in the 1500m. 
and Colin Jackson, who com- 
pleted an unprecedented dou- 
ble fa the 60m and 60m hurdles. 


IVEke Rowbottom, in Stockholm, looks at the 
weekend’s European Indoor Championships 


While both Ladejo and 
Grant will defend their titles 
here, many of the leading 
Britons are absent either be- 
cause of injury or a desire to 
concentrate on training for the 
Olympic outdoor season. 

That has given other British 
talents the opportunity to raise 
their profiles fa an event which 
began as the European Indoor 
Gaines in Dortmund 30 years 
ago. 

Jason Gardener, a 20-year- 
old from Bath, goes into these 


championships as the fastest 
European of the indoor season 
over 60m. Anthony Whiteman 
is another Briton for whom 
these championships could 
represent a great leap for- 
ward. He goes into the 1500m 
as the third fastest European 
this year with a time of 3mfa 
39.47scc. 

And Ashia Hansen, third fa 
the Iriplejiunpranlcmgsthissea- 
son. is a strong medal con- 
tender despite having suffered 
recently from a heavy cold. 


For Kate Staples. Britain’s 
pole vault recoro holder, this 
weekend offers the first chance 
to compete in an international 
championship. 

Women’s pole vaulting was 
only officially recognised by 
the International Amateur Ath- 
letic federation at the beginning 
of last year, and it will not be 
included in this summer's 
Olympics. As the Games get un- 
der way. Staples, now 30, will 
distract herself by filming an- 
other series of the TV show 
Gladiators , where she appears 
as her alter ego. Zodiac. 

But she is determined to 
make the most of the first 


championships where her event 
has been fadnded, and hopes to 
improve her indoor record of 
3.&5m to beyond 4m with the 


Gardener taking the baton from Christie 


When Jason Gardener was 
asked yesterday to comment on 
the fact that he is favourite to win 
today’s 60 metres at the Euro- 
pean Indoor Championships, 
he raised his eyebrows, took a 
deep breath, and composed 
himself, writes Mike {towbottom. 

Since the indoor match 
against Russia fa January, when 
he won the 60m fa a time of 
6.55scc. which no European 
has yet bettered this season. 
Gardener has been sized up as 
Britain's Next Great Sprinter. 

Given the experience of oth- 
er young athletes similarly as- 
sessed fa the past, you might 
think that those sprinters whom 
the gods seek to make mad, they 


first compare to Linford Christie. 
Jason Livingston, Darren Camp- 
belL Danny Joyce - all have felt 
the Christie mande fall heavily 
on their shoulders and stag- 
gered under the pressure. 

In what is his first major in- 
ternational championship. Gar- 
dener. a quietly spoken 33-year- 
old from Barb, is attempting to 
remain light on his feet "There 
is no pressure,” he asserted. "As 
long as J run to the best of my 
ability I will be happy.” 

If this son of Ja m aican and 
Irish parents does that he has 
a good chance of retaining the 
title won foT Britain two years 
ago by Colin Jackson, and two 
years before that by' Livingston. 


His main rivals appear to be 
Marc Blume. of Germany, who 
has run 6J6 this year, Fernan- 
do Ramirez of Norway (6.57), 
Peter Karlsst ni of Sweden and his 
fellow countryman. Jason John. 

Considering he regularly trains 
on a track fa Melksham so poor 
it is not judged fit to hold meet- 
ings on. Gardener wifl no doubt 
regard the mudi-crititised Stock- 
holm track as relatively accept- 
able. Whether be will have any 
problems with the new ultra- 
sensitive Seiko timing system 
which caused such distress to 
many athletes at last year's World 
Championships remains to be 
seen. “I have never false -started 
fa my life." he said yesterday. 


He accepts that British 
sprifaers cannot live without ref- 
erence to Christie, but says it is 
not necessarily a bad thing. 
“Having him around is good for 
me because he sets the standard. 
Ar the moment there are nvo 
different levels and I’ve got to 
try and establish myself.” It 
was only two years ago that be 
won the European junior 100m 
title, something Britons have 
done on six out of the last sev- 
en occasions. None of those six 
have gone on to fulfil their po- 
tential Bui that is a message 
Gardener, doing communica- 
tion studies in his home city, is 
entitled to ignore. He has tal- 
ent and time on his side. 


pole. 

While the women's record 
has been broken regularly this 
season - the work! indoor marie 
currently stands to China’s Sun 
Caiyun at 4.28m - Staples 
would have a chance of a medal 
if she esm achieve her objective. 

Staples' training partner, 
Nk&BuckfiekL faces arefatively 
harder task fa his event, where 
the top seven performers fa the 
world this year are European. 
But it gives him the ideal com- 
petitive environment in which 
to improve his recent British 
record of 5.61. 

Judy Oakes has an outside 
chance of a medal in a shot putt 
competition which features one 
erf only two world champions to 
be competing here, Astrid 
Kmnbemuss of Germaity. The 
other is also a German, Alba 
Astafci, the high jumper. 

Grant’s gold in rtuis, the 
first championship victoiy of his 
career, was no more than he de- 
served for his pioneering 
achievements in lining British 
high jumping to world-class 
levels. . 

Although Norway’s Euro- 
pean outdoor champion, Stcfaar 
Hoen, appears a dear favourite. 
Grant - who has as much nerve 
and competitive spirit as any 
British athlete - looks sure to 
add to his medal collection. 


RugbyUnion V 

STEVE BAl£ . V 

Whatever the precise nature of 
the “inconclusive’’ video evi- 
dence, Jack Rowell can count 
himself fortunate to be in apo- 
sidon to reselect Jason Leonard 
mtheFiigjahri team ip be named 
today afieT the prop’s acquittal 

- though not mute exoneration: 

- crfpimchmg.Rob .Y&mwright,.; 
the Scotland captafajn last Sat- 
urday’s Calcutta Cup match. 

With Leonard rendered avail- 
able for the Triple Crown de- 
cider against Ireland at. TWkk-. 
e nil am a week tomorrow, de- 


play by the Scottish Rugby 
Union, the manager ha$ jao 
particular motive for making any 
changes, unless England’s - in- 
ability to win consistent ime-out 
ball other than through Martfa 
Johnson persuades him to re- 
instate Martin Bayfield. The 
World Cup wing Toity Under- 
wood, belatedly fit again, may . 
also come under consideration.' 

By their lfae-out cfals fa tbe 


revealed an almost total reluc- 
tance to aim for Bayfield’s re- 
placement Garath Archer, but 
even so it is, hard to imagine 
Archer’s oxefusion after only one 
cap, and Bayfield himself accepts 
that he will not have another 
chance until next season. 

Nevertheless uncertainty; 


^bdtntheEpd^secoixixowwas 
one reason vwtyffielrish.debyed - 
r* tbdrselection from breakfast- 
. .time yesteid^ to dinnertime t 
ftm^-roastoseewhatRow- - 
efl has dotiefiist IfBayfiddwcre 
recalled, they wanldalmost cer- • 
. tainly recall their own discarded 
lock, Neil ftantis. If not, jere- 
my Davidson wifl con tin ue.' 

' ■ Ireland also have a selection 
issue at centre, whae the- se- ■ 
lectors, are concerned about 
the fin virus that put Jonathan : 
Befl out .of the Northampton 
team who appeared in the guise 
of East Miafands against the 
Barbarians on Wednesday. 

An obvious alternative would 
have been a swift recall for Kurt 
McQuiftin. Bottibe New Zealan- 
der’s legacy of his Baa-Baas de- 
but is a broken ann, leaving Mari: 
McCaflpushingforafirstcapm 
two years while re-forming with 
Dawd Humphreys and Maurice 
Field of the Ulster midfield tri- 
angle who played so sweetly * 
against NewSouth Wiles. .. 

Domestically, Moseley’s in- 
teotion of signing the fbnner All 
Blac k o^u toi^ hai/ Ffano Boti- 

like co ming to fruition by the 
end erf the month. The; Second 
Division club, who. are putting i 
together a business consortium * 

to take them into professional- - 
ism.' are in' negotiation with 1 


for Botica’s release. 
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Hie grceii bunting and plastic 
shamrocks that bloom each 
March . heralding St Patrick's 
D% always bring a smile to the 
iridi. Bptthe smile in many Irish 
eyes h^siiothing to do with the 
saintfyjfeptfle exterminator but 
ratherjhat the sprouting of er- 
satz green foretells another, 
some would say more impor- 
tant, festival held in the foothills 
of the- Cotswolds. 

Helping the Irish racing fra- 
ternity grm this year are the 
training skills of a fellow Celt, 
Fergus “Fergie” Sutherland, 
and the precocious talent of his 
C&ehenfiam Gold Cup con- 
tender, Imperial Call. 

Sutherland is essentially a 
modest man. From a well- uxla 
Scottish family his abiding max- 
im has been io let the hoise do 
the talking”. And Imperial Call, 
the seven-year-old young Turk 
of Irish' racing, was especially 
voluble at last month's Irish 
Gold . Cup meeting at Leop- 
ardstown. 

•• .The ambient level of dis- 
tracted chit-chat in the press 
box was suspended and re- 
placed by querulous raised eye- 
brows at his six- length win over 
■liast year's Cheltenham cham- 
pion, Master Oats. While some 
occupied themselves with sta- 


leads Irish fling 


Eddie Wiley on the colourful but hazardous exploits of the 
trainer who saddles a top challenger for Tuesday's Gold Cup 

tistical diversions such as the hunting with the Musketry with anangp ected opportuni- 

pack. jr_d always ridden hors- 


faa that this win be the 64-vear- 
old trainer’s first runner at 


Cheltenham, the man himself 
commands most interest. 

The vagaries of chance in- 
fluence everybody's life at some 
juncture but it was a very potent 
intrusion of circumstances that 
brought an Eton and Sand- 
hurst-educated career officer to 
train hoises from a small village 
in West Cork. 

Soldiering was in his blood 
(bis father was commander of 
the Black Watch in the Great 
War) but his own military career 
was abruptly ended in the Ko- 
reanWir. 

A lieutenant with the 5th 
Dragoon Guards, be was in- 
jured in an explosion and lost 
his left leg. “Going up a hill, one 
of the four troops I was with 
tripped the wire of a land mine 
and set off the blast," Suther- 
land recalls. “I was the only one 
barfly injured One of the troops 
said ‘You’re okay Mr Fergje, it’s 
only the leg'. I knew that be- 
cause I had already checked.” 

A lifelong horseman, the 
courage of the man is typified 
in that he just recently gave up 


es so I invented a peg that 1 
could stick in the stirrup. I had 
to pack it in when my other knee 
went.” This is an abiding testi- 
mony to the youthful summers 
spent at Porlock, in Somerset, 
where he learned his horse- 
manship. It is also a testimony 
to his mentor there - Dick 
Hem, who half a century later 
remains one of Sutherlands 
closest friends. 

After Korea be returned to 
England and worked in the 
stables of Geoffrey Brooke in 
Newmarket, where his con- 
temporaries included Peter 
Walwyn. Sutherland went on to 
work with Joe Lawson, who won 
a Derby with Never Say Die, 
and after Lawson retired, 
Sutherland’s father purchased 
the stable for his son. 

Thus, at the beginning of tbe 
Sixties, Sutherland was training 
on his own. Success came ear- 
ly and he won the Queen Mary 
Slakes at Royal Ascot in his first 
season. 

But hunting was his abiding 
passion and circumstances 
again contrived to present him 


ry. His mother wanted to sdD her 
Home in Kfflioaridish, Co Cork, 
but Sutherland, familiar with the 
area's hunting and racing con- 
nections, asked her to keep it. 
After remarriage caused him to 
leave Newmarket it was to Cork 
that he eventually moved. 

At the heart of a National 
Hunt breeding district, it was the 
ideal location to indulge his pas- 
sion for teaching young 
jumpers. As much a horse trad- 
er as trainer, this is how, 30 years 
later, be still sees his role. “For 
years that was how I gpt by. Get- 
ting a horse, riding it myself and 
selling It on when it was edu- 
cated." 

A fortuitous meeting with 
Sarah Lane, the esta le director 
of Lisselan Farms, owners of Im- 
perial Call, set in train the se- 
quence of events that now 
provides Sutherland with his 
greatest challenge. 

Imperial Call was bought for 
Lisselan Farms from the Co 
Clare-based Ibm Costello as a 
three-year-old. Thai Costello 
has already sold on three pre- 
vious Gold Cup winners in 
Midnight Court, Cool Ground 


and The Thinker - might just 
begin to assuage Sutherland's 
wildly superstitious nature. 

Imperial Call is only a seven- 
year-old and a year ago the 
trainer resisted the temptation 
of coming to Cheltenham for 
one of the novice chases. He 
knew his horse and had the req- 
uisite patience ro deliver. "He 
was a young horse, I knew he 
would be a contender lor the 
1996 Gold Clip and I didn't 
want to muck it up asking him 
to do too much too soon/’ 

And for those who hope that 
Imperial Call and his regular 
rider. Conor O'Dwyer, can an- 
swer the call this time, Suther- 
land has some significant words: 
"One Man is rated the best in 
England, 51b higher than our 
horse who is The highest -rated 
in Ireland. After Cheltenham I 
expect those ratings to be re- 
versed. - 

It has been an unlikely jour- 
ney that has brought Sutherland 
to Cheltenham as the trainer of 
the second favourite for the 
Gold Cup, but there is a suspi- 
cion that those confident words 
might ring true. Sutherland 
may not need to repeat them on 
Thursday evening. By then tbe 
horse will have done the talk- 
ing. 



Fergus Sutherland with Imperal Call’s rider, Conor O’Dwyer Photograph: Caroline Norris 


Danoli drifts but rain predicted to soften the Cheltenham turf 


The gulf between Alderbrook 
and Danoli in the betting for the 
Champion Hurdlewidened yes- 
terday as the threat of fast 
ground gripped ante-post back- 
ers. Punters started to show anx- 
iety that the weather forecast for 
Cheltenham predicts little sub- 
stantial rain before Tuesday 
when the meeting opens. The 
ground is currently described as 
good. . 


As a result, while Aider- 
brook remained a solid odds-on 
favourite with the major book- 
makers, confidence in Danoli 
has ebbed, with Ladbrokes 
pushing out the Irish chal- 
lenger, who relishes the test of 
stamina that soft ground brings, 
to 9-2 from 4-1. 

Collier Bay, a mud-lover, 
has also bad his odds length- 
ened to 12-1 with Ladbrokes 


and 


the Tote while sut 
i in for Hotel Minel 


import 

poured in for Hotel Mmella, the 
horse he beat a head to land the 


lieves the sceptics have little to 
fear with the Met men expecr- 


“We are expecting wintery 
showers of sleet and snow 


Irish Champion Hurdle. Hotel 
Mineila, for whom Charlie 
Swan was prepared to desert 
Danoli and who is favoured by 
less testing ground, is now 5-1 
joint second favourite with Hills 
and the Tote, cut from 7-1. 

But Cheltenham's clerk of 
the course, Philip Aricwright, be- 


R1CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Pa POr 
(Sandown 4.40) 

NB: Monokratic 
(Market Rasen 3JS) 


ing up to half an inch of rain to 
fall on Champion Hurdle day. 


tonight or tomorrow but the 
moisture content is unlikely to 
be very significant It will dry up 
on Saturday, Sunday and Mon- 
day but then the pressure will 
drop and we should have fair- 
ly significant rain on Tuesday 
and Wednesday." he said. 

‘The forecast should alby any 
fears that the ground may be 


RESULTS 


CARLISLE 

ZjOOrtmiLYMUlBtYTQFFaWyertlO- 
1: 2. Caitojr Lad 8-11 ftw. a Master Sand* 
504 18 n. a r*. U Jefferenj. VabK £9.50; 
£1.60. £UW, mao. Dual Forecast: £4.90. 
CSF. £17.10. Trios £Wt50. 

ZJ3CT. 3. FLASH OF REALM (fl. DOtofrnl 7- 
2; 2. Expk™ Mo/hEuI 12 1: 3. Doafort Hut 
15-i 11 ran. 3-1 fevKamdaUL U. 2. Mon- 
lahh). Tata: £4.30: £2.10. £2.40. £L40. . 
Of- £19.20. CSF: £40-9a Trlcasc £274.22. 
Tnec £19-80. Non Runner Jusr Mofly. 

aoo: 3. SUUOHT SON CfCBMunJ 3-1 
far, 2. VaUay Garden 16-r 3. True Scot 4- 

I- 13 on. L 4. (R fitter). TMk £4^0: £Z40. 
£2130. £190. Df: £1530. GSR £47.61. TB-’ 
case £185.09. Too: £39.60. 

3.30: OL THE GHEVH0NK (4 Dobbml 2- 
11 tar, 2. PagSacdo 7-l:,3. Ctftomy 20- 
3 ran. 25. 15 Rtthanfej. Tola: £1-10: 
lELo, £1_40_ Of: LL5Q. CSP.X1.98- 
4D0: 2. KUtSTENBOSCH (F PtofiBtO 8-1; . 
2. Supartwo 11 1; 3. Mtatfo 10- 1. 8 ran. 

II - S few Bark'n'ttftn. nk, lv*. (ILunggJ.Ton: 
£11.60: £233. 0.40. 14,90. DP. £43.70. 
CSR £8037. Trtesc £817,40. 

4_3tti SEVEN TUWBCSFNMW 7-4 (a r, 
2. Carouaei Rochet 12-1; 3. Born Deap 100- 
1. a ran. 3. 4. (MisM Redeyt-Toto: £2.60; 
CLIO. £1.80. £21.00. DF: £7^0. CSF: 
£19.69. Tncaro £1,273.62. TnK £142 AO. 
Non Runner: Asa^. ■ 

5DO:J-PAPEBtS»«(PVtegSMJ33-l;2. 
Sir Bab £2-1: 3. NautBus Tbe Third 12-1. 
20 ran. U-4fauRmerNttH.hd,i*. (MBwnew. 

TotK 12T2JXV, £0510. £490, £2.EKX DP 
£492.Ba CSF: £393.73. 

Jackpot ra won (£16.48022 Rssen 

iwtoyl. 

placepofc £63.00. QaacfewC £30-30. 

Placa S: CU&2S. Placa E: £76.19. 


TOWCESTER 

230: 1- PEriMJGR CK GaJei 15-2: 2. 
WNtebomet 7-1; 3. ShnaMr 4-1. 12 tan. 
I*. 9. (G HuUMrt. Tela: £9.40; £230. £2.70, 
£240. DF: £25.70. CSF: £5935- TncasC 
£222.63. Trtcc £5370. Wfc Hong KurgDe- 
9»)B. 

25tt J. MAKES ME GOOSEY (LMawyl 
12-1; 2. Bbori&l; 3. The Go AOoad 14-z. 
12 ran. 7-2 lav Ttwe Sarta. 3 nk. (Mrs 3 McK- 
C. J-Tote: £14.60; £3^0, £190, £420. DF: 
£7Ua CSF: £76.76. Tno; E153B0. 

320: 1. HAWTHORNE GLEN (D GBPUffwr) 
11-2; 3. MonoMa 2-1 J»r, 3 Don da CeO- 
ran 20 - L 7 ran. 5, nk. (Mrs M Long). Trite 
£6.90; £2.40, £2.00, DP. ££L30. "CSF: 
£1723 

3-50E 3 SAG. BP77HE STARS fl) GeMgta) 
7-2: 2. CS)«K 331; 3 Lady Now 13-3 la 
ran. 9-4 fsv Gtengamf art. 12, atit-M. (T 
Foiwefl; Tote £4 .70: £370. £11.70. £2-70. 
DF: £17390. CSF: £113.72. Tno: £165.40. 

4 JO: a. DONT U8HT UP (R Dams) 8-lt 
2. Staepta Ja«ak3-1; 3 Mw a a B rti 6-3 9 ran. . 
T-4taN**MpWM.2,10. (WraVNWMms). 
Tote £17 JO: £3.10. £L30, £390. OF: 
£94.20. CSF; £33.60. Tncast £19365. Tito: 
£4590. ' 

450: 3. TEAPVANTEH (Mr B PcOocW 4-9 
far; 2. RkhmlHant9-3; 3 UidiyCbristo- 
pter 4-L O ran. 3a a (MW C Seundeis). 
Tote £U5ft 5130. £190. Oft £2.50. CSF; 
£3318. Iflt Uk% Ole Son. 

PfcQyot £18090. Qnadpat: £20-50. 
riidgOs £206.90. Place S: £78.43 - 


WU4CANTON 

2MK 1. MUtAS (R FarranO 8-1; 2. Frith 
ufew Mute 9-1; a Pleasant SwpriW 10- 
LlBnu. 15-8 fevSoonn Run (bought dritffi]. 
4. Vh. (W R Hem). Tow £9.40; £2.40. £2.40. 
£230. DF: £28.40. CSF; £71.72. Trio: 
£12490. rfix Souk. Weetwtjy. 

290: a. SENBtAL CRACK (A P McCoy) 7- 
1:3. Caporruniy 5-2 Jav; 3 Sfakdng LigM 
10-3 12 ran. ^ 7. (P IWnSsJ-Tote £8.00; 
£190, £190, 113a DF; £1230. CSF: 
£24.48. Tno: £1810. Mt Wried Cooate. 

310: 1. UQU GARDEN U Ostxxne) 81; 
2. Draams End 20- 3 Smuggler^ Pnint 
9-3 9 ran. 10030 to Keep Me In Mnd (pufcd 
up), hd, 2V: . (I BaMnglTota: £790: £190. 
£530. £300. DF: £8530- CSF: £125.60. Tn- 
casC £74192. Tno: £18190. 

3- 40: l, PASHTO V Osborne) 10-1; 2. Ur- 
ty* Lord 100-30: 3 Mad Thyme 7-1. 7 ran. 
3-1 fav Hops And Pops ffeBL 3 V»- (N Hen-- 
OKwinJ. Tear £1230: £4.00. £2.00. QF: 
£14-43 CSF; £4I_19. 

4- 10: 3. CQOME HU. (Mi T Oerrfcj 9-2; 
2. Sooof»RJp«y 12-1: 3.St*hi BtnrinCS# 5- 
4 fav. s ran. 30. 6. iMrs M Dams). Tote 
£450; £2.30, £190. DF: £10.70. CSF: 
£3736. NR: Rural Oudh- 

490:1. UKSBRANMQWlOiateneHani 
oete) 12-1: 2- Quiet Dawn 19-1; 3. Gte- 
Oexmo Sid 7-2 jr-few; 4. b^anctJon 7-2 R-ftN. 
21 ion. 6, IV,. (MBiadstock). Trite £12.70; 
£230. £3.60, £1.60. £2.00. DF: £19790. 
CSF: £18373. tna £176-30. 7K3SC £76163 
5J& 1. FAUSHNO (6 MoCourt) 3-1 fav: 
3 POrtacatM 50-1: 3 MBerett RMera l*? 
1. 18 ran. 10. 13. (P Hodte). Wr £490: 
£290, £19.70 £490/Dft £19 <x60. CSF: 
£14495. „ 

Wacepot: £1,696.70. QuadpoC £57790. 
Plane 6: £832.64. Place St £236.33. 


BaCTsjrM - .-. ..r,> j 


8 UHWJ5- SMBtSIREMI [322] ICQ) (Mis AG Sm) A Skin 12 117. 

9 336P-3P MBE OASS (5Q (01 Mss M TafeoO C Boris 10 11 7 


HYPERION 

ZOO Injectabucfc 3.40 Fbodbrotaar Star (nb) 

Z35 THE SHY PADRE (nap) 410 On The Other Hand 
3-10 Mere Class 4.40 Pa TTOr 


10 00Q5-F2 OIJR HRZER 9I£] (J21J (IhsAmif Air Caps toangOuS! J MuBra 7 11 7 . 


-CaptCMfctapberftrr 
lEAmfeauw 


11 


JUrTprSUoria 


GOING: Chaw comse- Good (Coed Ur Finn In phees); Hurdles eourse- Good io Soft 
[Good to Finn hi places hi back straight). 

■ Rigffrh&nd comae. Seven terdng fenew along back straight; rrnvin of 30 Pj<1 

■ Baecconrae is on A307, lour m8ea south or Bngstan. Esher railway station (service 
(iont London. Waunioo) aiftoins cnuiac. ADMISSION: Chib & GrandsUnd veonblnedt 
112; Jnntor Chib (16 -UEyrs.l 110; Silver Ring S4. CAR PARK Free, or 12 In membera. 


AO races 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WTTH KUNNBRS: D Ntcholaon — :<) wiraieraftwnSSnut- 
nersgtrea a raccess ratio of3SJJ% and a profit to ail level stake of &5C.78; J GUTord 
T~S& winners, J37 tuiu ma, 109%, +£2-82; M Pipe— 12 wtnnezs, 60 numeot, 17.4%, 
-U3.74; N Hmderaan — J2 wtrmers, 90 runnere. 13.3*8, -12^0. 

■LEADING JOCKEYS: KOnowoodf — 30 wham, 123 rides. 269%. +£2592; A 
M«*a±re— 20 winners. 1 02 rides. 19.6%, JL1 3.66; J Osborne — J 6 winners. 111 ride*, 
-S5431; r EBSe -»*««. 60 rides, 16 . 0 %, -£.490. 

' WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAKS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE KDNNKHS: Green Thnes (3. 10 ] has been sent 360 mBes by Mrs Jane 
Surey from Kefao, Borders O* Tbe Other Hand (£.10) sem 297 mfles by G Bcharda from 
Graiwiake, Cu m b ri a; Mr Bosun (3.10) sent 2 CJ mflex by Mrs M Beieler £rcm Un 0 Ule, 
devttand . 


F6 TOOOUMVMplMiprAWCrearTtf RS00£S9112 Cap! C Wnd Thomas 

-Udadaml- 

BEUKQ: S-l Mr Boatea, 3-1 Nomau Coatprim. 4-1 M** Ctau, 7-1 Equity Bayer. 12-1 Irish Bay , 
14-1 othfivs. 

1995: Cnray Member 10 U 7 Puty* 0 EMnod 1M (Mflaw TumtfllSan 
FORM GUIDE 

NORHAN CONQUEROR has a wlrmmg look gfxong 70s from Mr Boston. Back to some- 
thing ike his rid form whan making ail to beat Sunley Bay (dual ranner since] at Wincan 
ton in Jantoiy, Normal Conquemr again spans the visor, aw EBvwod. i«ho did the bus ness 
an Courtly Member n trie race tel year, tees me noe on this Grand National autAder 
who he 6 always shown a prelerencefer trts type of fast poonO. Mr BostDn mesed me Great 
VtarKshke to go for this and he ran in last season's Mnbreao. He did win at this two-day 
fine* last jear. beaong Sheer AMny under list lOto, but me getting can be beaten hump 
mg today’s l2st 7fc. Meta Class has ha pound and ms 10 lengths in tiont ot Mr Boston 
when third id WSw&rtJ hem m December when both made tner reappearance. The riders 
make Itw a tEtafly dtfteent race but Mere Cttss does meet Mr Boston on 71b bener terms. 
Irtab Bay. returned to Ireland after his hunfles wins Hr nheky Henderson, won at Clonmel 
mheayffound last month. Despite (op assistance from the saddle, he could find ths race 
a bit too hot for him on faster sound. Selection: NORMAN CONQUEROR 


FT‘10 


BEECH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m Bf 
Penalty Value £Z983 

1-114P ZHUVWJS (BE) (2C) (DF) (ES A WV Rociny 0 3wn«wi6 11 12 lOsftonw 

1023 CROWN KXBW (BE) PUW>ri« OBfort Anriw7unet6n7 PCabeny 

HH OF PRAISE (RE) (MG St QeAotfO Snermidtill 2 I A McCarthy 

NJECtABUCK (RE) (Dr D B A S3) K Baiey 6 11 2 .TiHeMqr(3) 

24 KBDAL CAVAUER (22) ilMtad MAn0ield Ogffi B BakMC 6 11 2 Blanton (3) 

007-0 MAJOR NOVA (20) Ms G C Usd N Strah 7 U. 2 MrJDMctyP) 


COGNAC COURVIHSIER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£5^000 added 2m Bf Penalty Value £3£30 

3/- 20223 NKI1MEFELD(R3 (20) (R I. Whd?) J RcGetatl 71113 N Dwjfr 

ltwaio BOSOJA MAE (48) IP tAMonnh) PVAriMXti 7 11 9 LAspriKS) 


63314-P JOOTON POmr (102) Was C C S Me E W ftpaj D Nctiotori 7117 R Johnson (3) 

P6130Q FXIHSi 0*Mei (3) G Jarionscn) J Edmaitls 9 11 4 APlfcQW 

lfl(W» POOOnnKBSINt^E) (S)(Q(FaodBn)aRlhh J’aflonG 11 3 PKkJa 


0-31433 IEAD WCAUST PRE) 00) (BF) fCaot A ftatt) R Ro«e 7 11 2 . 
QP ■«62 SRRM DHUM (S9) IHs Sheiey Feigisson) KBaty 71013 


jifTSKtran 


32RJ44 HOWL PIPER (NZ) (7) (IQ (A M Darfrgffln) A J WKm 9 10 11 . 

-Bdndarad- 


_TJMmphy0) 
LHsvu 


OPP MONSEUR BROOMS (S3) (M'S Dsoeb Banks) R %tmR 6 11 2 . 
510+5 HO TT&Enr (B5) (Mb Jrir Gnsd DGnssd7 113. 


JR 


.345 MK9m(21)<S«MWCfeiwDM»ri9tin6U2. 


10 0060 MB£yi£M08S(DE)(B(MsMA5tey)REcMey71011. 

- 10 tfednred - 


JR Johnson (3) 

— HI 


BETTING: 2-1 Zqphyma, 11-4 Cram Eqneny, 5-1 Mm nf Praisa. 6-1 kdactahncft, 7-1 Kendal Csv- 
dr.a -1 ReHa. 25-1 IMBv La Moss. 33-1 others. 

1995: Jack Button PRQ 6 11 4 D MgMte 4-11 (Bob Jones) S ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ZEPtfYRUS hai a bad recent run and a double penalty to owreome but thn bettor gound 
is much more in Ms famr. The gnxmd at Chepstow three weeks a so was totally affihnst 
him (puflea up OBhfnd Jet Ruies) and the trip of two mUes too sharp beforehand when tourtn 
to Right Win. For a staying h&se, Zephyms Om extra r#fl to look so gpod when beating irv 
cufcate at WwwttiL ana Shartrar end »n«nictv at Ctefteritem. These wir&. ateng wsfc tv, 
bunper success, were gamed on good ground so there Is every hope he wl bounce back 
on that drying surface o*r The more suitable dteanca of greund. Crown Equeny w« be 
well supported in the martret after getwig to three lengths of Jet Rules at Kampun ( 2 m 5f) 
and men ouera shorter mp when thW to Srr Leonard and Morucaaman hee. Badt over ha 
best mp, Crown Equerry nas an atntous chance but 2^4tynfi can 0 ve Nm the Sfo. The 
Zfephyras Statue also runs Him or Praise, winner of his only pont-to- point start m Ireland, 
wh»a Kim Bartey naw a santer type m tn( ec tiilmck, a dear-out winner at Charing poini-to- 
potnt a year ago on his only start. RMftt has been looldne short of pace so (ha step up in 
dbnance wit rid him, bw some disappointing runs hai* foAowed h« pleasing debut tf*d 
to Asriwefl Boy at Ascot Kendal CavaUer ran virtually to die pound with -Jiitara at Tow 
cester after flrtsrera second at Fonwell and he may also do batter away torn the tasting 
ground. . Selection: ZEPHYRUS 


BETTWR 9-4 Nathe Raid, 4-1 FotaRmfccr Star, 94 Lead VbcaSat, S-l Stan Dram, S-l Newton 
Point 8-1 florin Mae, 12-1 others. 

1£S& Writh Utfre (RE) 6 ID 13 W IfotCtna 7-1 (D (fcdotsOT B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

NEWTON POINT won on h® firer run smopjcnwtfl Darfd Nicholson. Very *«i handicapped 
on te old hmOes form - he was novice chasing in the second half of last season - New 
mn Point can tend rtw weak handicap or lus favoured fast jjwmd. Native Hold has been 
In stronger races and Iked ttts ground m he bumper days but a big weight may just find 
hm out. Rorino Mae has changed stables and looks beatable, while Father O'Brin was 
tailad off at SedgMwidm the week- F oo db rohar Star has sbl u> confirm m debut promise 
when wroung on ttss course as a novice, while lead VocaUst prefers softer sound. Storm 
Drum wit me the faster surface and has been rested since a second io Cool Own m rea- 
mg conditions at Lacester m lanueiy. Selection: NEWTON POINT 


4.10 


DUKE OF GLOUCESTER MEMORIAL HUNTERS CHASE 
(PAST AND PRESENT) (CLASS H) £2£00 added 3m 
HDyds Penalty Value £L349 

1 OL510-1 ON THE OTHSI HAND (18) (CO) (Roben Ogoeni G Achrids 13 U U—Cafi A ORIaa (7) 

2 17- GOtDEM MAC 1682) fl L FriMtawBI J de Gfes B 12 4 MrR LFwsbaie (7) 

3 OMWB NOJOB®0BE)W»«zd«RWSKa»NGzsaea612'i Ms RUM (7) 


235 


CHAT SYSTEMS NOMCE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,100 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3^34 

2-PCFDl MAESm0PMg.(44) |H T PaHum) J GAM 101110 — Pttfc 


4 oawjp- OVER THE EDGE (364) (Chnsupher SoctOoqQ 5 Sportxrig 10 124 Mr S Sporboc* (7) 

-4dactand- 

BEnHB: M On Tbe Otter Hand, 6-1 Owrtbe Edge. 1 W No Jdar, 9-1 Gridn Mac. 

13S6: WM M«n 11 12 4 Mr J Tnce Rdlph 8-15 (Miss Jennifer Pagan) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ON THE OTHER HAW, who best Norman Conqueror n me Grand hWtary three years ego. 
had a nice prep race at Mussatourgi 16 days ago, beating four weak rears m cornfwtatue 
style. He has Ws fevoured surface arc may have resaned enoujyi pace to concede the weight 
to Over Tbe Edge, a runner m last season's Grand Mfatary. In good shape this season. 
Over The Edge Jumped reaBy wel to win an ooen race a Ampcon four weeks ago after Just 
failing assists D«m Waltz (a useful printer last, season) atlantal. 

Selection: ON THE OTHER HAND 


4328-5F THE 5HrmDREnE){UQ(BF](Mife Bateman snd Denris CDDn) R Lee 7115 

^PMdareni 


321242 HSTB8tTBUCIWMN(BtS SO) CiroFcrFin) Ptehtfs G 108 
3f-24SUF SWUNG CfflEFWE) (7) (MtsE ATurierJ RHasgBS01D7 
F53F3F RAPHVOILADPOHHB 5notlB^h7nWDrv-Da«3 7 ID 6 
QP2-P50 fBMJlOO (50) Ms Cantp Jenewy) J King ID 100 

-B dedarad - 

&&*ium 20«. True nendtap Height rflaroc 9s 2 & 



HETTWO: 2-1 Herbert Bacbapwi. 94 MeeMrfl Pan) . 4-1 Flu^ i rk l ed . 5-1 The S^rlteire. 10-1 Sm»- 
tag CfatoL 35-1 rewoo. 

1995: PunltM Stager 7 ID 1 W Macstm 7-1 U A Hdienrig) B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

NHAROO can wdh thS poor race despite bring iaib out of the handicap. She found me 
SWnu^ L®n race at ludfow laat Bme a tat too hot but showed at Taunton beforehand when 
fifth to Friwk* - ana her second to Stormy petrel at Hummgion last season - that a small 
race such as mu was wniiln her range. Maestro Paul won wim a bit in hand from Woman 
Fun m an amaaeixs' race at Ffataaone fast lima and runs off the same handicap mark. 
Out he has id gws Die ws£ir away and tMs foster ground may not be. idea for mm. The 
Shy Padre, an early fefter m a simitar race at Lefoeaer 10 days ago. shaped with some 
pronase on hs chasing debut here whan fifth to M^or Summit. A decent son omrnutaes 
won a dwfto Go Baifisoc and a second to Seachange. he mltfft just do better when put 
mar three mfea. Hartait Buchanan has won on this 9 ound, beating Sea Bresher and Ja- 
son's Boy at Tamton m Ncwember, and reams fresh after he second w Oe» Do at South- 
weB In December. SndBag CMef, irirore M at at tha water at Newbuy put Adrian Maguire 
out of me ChehriWam Festival, wd Bke this faster grotmd and is preferred to Flapjack Lad. 
who has dfsappormed over fences. Selection: MKAROO 


SURREY RACING NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3750 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3£39 
KV-03P3 TIC BOUNDS (BO) IB T StewaR-BRWt) 0 SheiwaM 6 11 10 / Osborne 


440 


044616 DRESS DANCE (HE) ( 22 ) (Mrs J R Poweffl N Mittnt! 6 U 9 Sophie Mttxri (5) 

03-6P AMASCU) Aady KeBume PltApU Lady Hanes 7 116 ENbariv 


352 PSWJ0IH9dAL(RE) (99) |G RHams] P MKOel 4 u 2., 

040541 BtLSE CSS( (94) (Fred CDtnu G Hawed 5 11 2 

B1P Him>«6D«{49)tAJHhieffiJMue5U0. 


-GT«naey(3) 


-Jl ffiebards 


_IR)<iwznagh 


30P6 PA DGR (USA) 01) Rhe PBdries Eiqtress Ratnenho) J Gdfow 6 ID 13 PHd# 

0-40205 MGHTMA ULLKM (44 Iflta IS OBsets) 5 Woodmen 5109 APMeCay 

DP3P SOlOUnVA SOW (I»fl(4B)iMa Anne Dcria) R Hams 6 10 6 BPowefl 

035-P6P SCAMAUACHCRE}(BS) (Me Susan McCantiM J JcnMns G U> 6 PCutery 

11 QtXMJPO RHATTVE CHANCE (23) (M» 5 Dnjgas-Fennaffi J ring 7 10 3 Q Upton 

12 U5-5 PUfOH (BS) (I H Cfameyl N Cranarn 5 ID 0 RJotasoo (3) 


-UMari- 

Mnhun *Hsf t IPsl Due hentcap ae^c Pintfi 9ri 1LB 

HETTWe 9-2 Tbi BixmSet, 5-1 Friai Creek. 114 P« IHJr, S-l Amaze, 8-1 Onss Oaoce, FW- 
KrthMDBtri. 10-1 ttappy Hostage. PSmn. 12-ladwm. 

1995: jyneare Johnny WE) 6 ID 9 teer Hobbs 9-2 U AKetuu) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

This rt no bener than Ian year's race when Dress Dance finished sixth of seven runners 
and imQtey to Improve much on mat even after a Taunton wn in Januaty. tf ew a mare 
looked named tor a race it's Rup Mdchel's Poriaftotliemetai. wno nas had three runs 


3J.0 


HORSE AND HOUND GRAI4D MHJTARY GOLD CUP CHASE 
(CLASS E) (AMATEUR RIDERS) £7D00 added 3m lAOyds 
Penalty Value £4>856 

3UJ544 MR BOSTON (201 (CO) IRobenttolfcn) HrsM Rwrisyll 12 7 (taptAOetan 


UUBJ3 EQUnTPlAVER(ll)(C0)(BF)(DAUBi)RQjiW11120, 

22C610 BgHBW|l^lW«VSh8rtR3a»1 0ia0 . 


||*L_ A 

_JM|w v fflN™ 


22^.51 NORMAH CO.SIJUBKK (57) W (Queen aobrttOT Thomsen bines 11 120 


JtaptDMcss4tefeay 


-7711-7 0 COUWCUE (Bfl Owy Ferffn) R Al*f MU9 


tsstva 


MgfarOamad 

Air A Wood 


7. Oiwflp 


Jl-Cal R I WdUhSona 


.cmiWBRamqr 


with today's damer Gierm Tormey. The more even gxa bn closer in Ocean Haa* at Leces- 
lar after a good showing at Ascot when fifth to Paddy's Return and a dose second m a Flat 
race at Woftrefharnrion Iasi werii w» hwe put her spot on. She had numerous nms on me 

tore) without success but always looked as though She wanted a nip. JoshOffonTsPAD'OR 
has yet to shme but he nine on decent pound for the fimt tvre. An odds-on shot when 
third to Dictum at Chepstow on ha debut In a bumper, ttus well-regarded son is a posa- 
5*ty ID SP« Mltchetrs party - and the stable had an easy bumper winner m the week Af- 
ter a ban sped. False Creek was modest until landing a 16-1 success from Korins Mae 
m a darner at PlumBav With mis handicap bavmg suefi a weak took about a. Fafee Creek 
cannot be dncouried with confidence. Amaze may not be good enough even or, me tel- 
ler gyound, whBe Happy Hoctagf's wm at Fohestone was gained in a sew. Paul Caroer- 
7 to an interest^ boriatg for John Jenkins' ScaoiaBaeii. a modest sort in Irish bumpers 
but Miriy to do better on this sound and rex disgraced In Supreme Lady's race at leices- 
term December. Tony McCoy rides Night la A Won, another vdw has been fitting agarist 
the testing ground after a good second at Folkestone In December. Pflnth won on me Hat 
and ran well unci a mistake two hunfles (ran the finsh n Darter's race in bad sound at 
Ungfiatt in ianuaiy. Selection: PA DWt 


I^ESPEPEWDEINTI 


IRACING SERVJCES 

261 +1 








COMMENTARY 


SANDOWN 

AYR 

MKT RASEN 



aiMi 

WMBlMhUBt 

l\\ 368 


101 

103 

103 


201 

202 

203 


Osborne rides Lo Stregone in Grand National 


Lo Stregone. the MaiieD Grand 
National favourite who Charlie 
Swan rejected the ride on ear- 
lier this week in favour of Life 
Of A Lord, will be ridden by 
Jamie Osborne. 

Osborne won the Ladbroke 
Gold Cup at Newbury aboard 
Lo Stregone and would have 
ridden the gelding last time out 
had he not been stood down for 
21 days with concussion. 


"Jamie is a super sub for 
Charlie Swan. He’s ridden the 
horee a couple of times before 
and would have been in the sad- 
dle at Haydock.” said trainer 
Tbm Tate yesterday, 

“Lo Stregone is in fine fettle 
at the moment He is not a 
horse that needs a lot of work 
and is belter fresh. He likes 
good ground but I don't expect 
Ain tree to get veiy heavy." 


Osborne is unlikely to select 
his Champion Hurdle mount, 
Mysilv or Collier Bay, until 
Monday morning, when the 
declarations for Tuesday's big 
race are made. His agent Ga vin 
Davies said: “He is under' no 
pressure from Jim Old ^the 
trainer of Collier Bay) or 
Charles Egerton (trains Mysilv) 
and will leave it until be knows 
what the weather will do." 


y'-A 

■» -•v.-'.-ir*' -*.•? i- 


fast- We are talking about sig- 
nificant rainfall and when I sug- 
gested as much as half an inch 
of rain a day my forecaster 
didn't dispute'll. Trainers must 
be highly encouraged by that." 

If accurate, the forecast will 
do little to help Jamie Osborne 
select his Champion Hurdle 
mount between Collier Bay 
and Mysilv, two of 17 five-day 
acceptors for the big race yes- 


terday. The jockey will discuss 
his choice with Mvsiiv's trainer. 
Charlie Egerton! and Collier 
Bays handler, Jim Old. before 
the weekend bm the prospect 
of Graham Bradley teaming 
up with Collier Bay is increas- 
ing by the day. 

“I will be speaking to Mr 
Egerton and Mr Old in the next 
24 hours but with the way the 
weather is going it looks like I'll 


be on Mysilv," he said. A jock- 
ey announcement is also ex- 
pected for Squire Silk, whose 
regular rider Paul Carberry is 
suspended. 

Acceptors: At>sakim's Lady (Trained: D 
Efcaronfn; AJdertrcok ih Baneyi: Boro Eight 
iMits V Wilams); Creef Minster (T Pyen: Coi- 
ivii Bay <J Oiav. Oarm ft Feteft Hose Mmei- 
la (A P O'Bnen;; Kssalr (M Ffoei; Land Afar 
(P weoten: M xt The hrete iM Pipei: Muse 
ID Elsncvth); Mysifv iC Egettofil; Pndw«l (M 
Piper. ft0fi Win n Kamont; Rwranwi iN 
Ti-.ision- Davies): Squire Silk (A Turrveilj; 
Staunch Friend |M TomoMrsi. 


AYR 


2^5 


HYPERION 

L50 Singklg Sand Z20 Soba Z50 Erzacfan 3^0 
Deep Decision 4 j 00 Partebix 430 Sarmatian 


JAMES BARCLAY MEMORIAL AMATEUR 
RIDERS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3300 added 3m HOyds 

■XJOSltt ER2A1UAN (7) PA? Xi Revaev 6 12 0 MrN Wtwm (5) 

&V4&00 canc breeze coi fco) Mn a nuenun uui 

-MrPMurray IT) 


GOING: Good (Good lo Firm in placesi. 

■ Left-hand galloping course: run-in 2U.iy<b. 

■ Racecourse is cost of warn on A758 Ayr railway suudon (half- 

hourly seme*- from lx one mile a»ny. ADMISSION: 

ChibilL'; Grandyiand £7 I OAFs half- price j. CAR PARE: Free. 


44-1500 SIBIRA MAMONA (10) (CD) Ms A Stmniianli 6 ID 10 

IfrA Pnil.tr (7) 


-SiMdMd- 

BETTING: lr4 CrzaQan, 5-1 Celtic Breea, 8-1 Siena Matkmta 


SIS 


All races 


3.30 


ARTHUR CHALLENGE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £6.000 added 2m 4f 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: ErwUm j wun 41 

Krbu on FTktay. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Silly Money ( l.fiOj & Sturkn»b- 
ka 14;») have been sem lW nute. by T EUsusby Cnxn Orcal Hobu-n, 
North Voriaihhv. 


Ten] LAGG *NH' MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3JH)0 added 2m 


553004 OCFORIHEPOrSHOlfoANa^Wnlll^O JSewtoO) 

4-4404P BOMflMiGSCHOQL(6)(CD)CParVer91113 R Storey 

2-53343 DEEP DECISION (9) (D) P CncfeOTxoJi 10 11 3.. _R Svpffe 
2U3650 PBEQPICE RUN (9j <CI (D1 C Ftohart 11 11 3 — A Dobbin 
311220 CHARHNG SALE (Z) (D) Mrs 5 BredDume 9 III 11A Watt (7) 

5G1-0P0 HWHUUDMAN (ID) 1 Hatone 10 107 BHanta«(3) 

- 6 declared - 

BETUNG: 15-8 Daap Deddon. 3-1 dannb^j Dale, 9-2 Predptot Rm. S- 
1 One For Ttia Foe, 7-1 Soanflng SCtnal, 12-1 H^tandoiBO 


5 AITCHtEE-P (39) M Bames fi 11 8 
1-62 CffTADMO DM) C Thornton 6 U 8 . 


DBanUey 

MFoctnr 


0300 DARKBUOVURI B Maaagpn? 116 . 
00 MAKE A BUCK (34) L lunge 6 118 

00 MUUJNS |48) 0 Moftac 5 11 8 

40P-2H9 foNWriSDM flames 6 U8 


.RStarey 


Xonl AYRSHIRE CUP (NOVICE HUNTER CHASE) 
•+A/u i ^class HJ £2,500 added 2m Sf 110yds 


.JPwratl 


.DJMoffatt 


000 SUIT MOfffiY (9) T EasTerby 5 11 8 


J>Wagentt 

IWynr 


+30& CAfWY CHBOfflCLE tlfiHi DOSS 0 Dffison 8 11 10 

— --- -- „jfcs Sub Mchd (7) 

BLflJANOBJSnearw 7 1110 JfrRSUata(5l 


DM136 SNGffffi SAND (20 P Morwm 6 11 8 — RSupple 

3P TEA SHOOt (24) P fJontesti 5 II 8 6CaM(5) 

0224 THE SinCHER (79) LLun0)6llS — .THred 


0P-2P4P 8000 PROFIT (1321 WVoung 7 U 10 Mr j Dates (7) 

HBWMY5QN Mr, A rauptsmS 11 10 MrP Murray f7) 

AJU3.LP BDflLLEJTS GLORY (319J r/ES S J Roc^S 12 11 10 — — 

JHrNWson(Q 


CCP UKHWaaJEfS) MHammcrriF 118 PMwn 

<6 BAREFOOT LANDING (4R) C Partei 5 U 3 — . _D Ftaikar (3) 

3P 0Q1E ROSE (13) G FSchace. 6 11 3 JlDobbin 

HARLETS LADY T Dyer 5 113 BKanftfi(3) 


t 2F5044 BtSKY DEE (23) V Thcrtvson 7 11 10 —JUr M Thompson (3) 

7 0-434' PARLEBG (OT7) * AWO 7 II 5 J*-A Roriwn (Tl 

H S530E7P SOWO PROFIT (1531 IV Young 8 tl 5 J4rTSoott(7) 

-Sdodarad- 


-14dedarad- 

BETTWG: M The E«cher, 6-1 StatfriC Send, 7-1 Cmarino, 8-1 Bofc Roso, 
10-1 say Money. Tea Shock, 14-1 other* 


BETTWO: 94 Pariadiz. 3-1 Rhfcy Dee. S-l RnnBcr'c Oory. 6-1 Souod PTOt 
tt, 7-1 QBd Anolr, B-l Caaiy Chioi**. 16-1 others 


2-20 


MAD MARCH HARE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m If 

<>62321 SOlflA (23) C FaiMf 7 11 10 B Storey 


4.30 


001235- ASKMELA1ER |332) Us 5 hradbwna 7113. ADohhta 

Q4W LAUDER SQUARE (52) T D:n 8 11 3 -7 Rood 


DO ON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3^50 added 2m 
3FBB05 SHARKASWA (13) T Easerby 5 U 10 LWOer 


1O4-0CF BALLON (9) (D| M Dm, 6 11 9 . 


_T Read 


.1343 MAURA'S ROSCOE (20) Mts M Rtvety 10 11 3 Fite 

000-Cf TUMUNOOT (27) J 7 113 B teftafiO) 

2F-F5C4 WMTE MAMONO (IS) Mss L V Ressefl 8 11 3 Jlftetar 

-6 declared - 

DOTING: 11-8 SoflM, 2-1 Uvra'S Roscoe, 6-1 Adi Me Late, Wire W- 
amnd, 16-1 Tmnttn OoL 20-1 Louder Square 


221212 STASH THE CASH (7) (CD) (BF) T Dyer 5 115 A Dobbin 

1412-06 SARMATON DO) ICO) W Hamrwl 5 11 2 PNMO 

5DP4 M07KY MQUAAID C4J (D) 8 6 11 2 . _S Slflrey 

400305 GSAfOMAN |13) D Moflai 5 11 1 DJMoffatt 


7 134524 VHD ROSE OF VOflX (181(D) PMaAEOfi 5 10 13-G0ahfl 

- 7 dedared- 

BETTWG: 3-J Sarentan, U-* ShartateHa, 3-1 $nsb The Cash, 8-1 Grand- 
man, 10-1 Deny Mermaid, WU Row Of York, 14-1 Baton 


MARKET RASEN 


3.15 


‘4 SEASONS' NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£54500 added 2m 4f 


HYPERION 

1A0 Troy’S Dream 2JD Viceroy Ruler 2^5 Tou^i 
Deal 3 Jj 5 Artie Wings 3S0 Bobfe Ploy 420 Ener- 
ton HEW 430 Temperature Rising 


3U31P2 EAST HOUSTON HO) (BF) J OfeU 7 U 3 A Roche 

221022 ARIK HANGS (21) 0 Brennan 8 ID 12 HBrenUB 

OWVWJ ABDUL 0«ft (48) 7 na&yi 91010 TDay 

11-3035 AUADCE ff (55) M W EaaWy 7 ID !£■ AThonitui 

OF CAPfOlLLETTBlH)JLa0i 71010 Afoty 


GOING: Good (Good iu 8oh In places on chase course). 

■ RighL-hand, sharp, undulating orcuH. Run-in of one (urionfi. 

■ Course c E oT uwre on Ari'si . Market Rasen smuon !m. AD- 
MISSION: Club £12: Taiursalls £is (0.\Ps who an.' of 

creme's Jubilee Club £ 4); Shner Ring in i Jubflee Cluh OAPs SS T4ij. 
CAR PARS: picnic areas £2, remainder five. 


6 * COPPER CABLE (9) C Smitti 9 10 10 MRaigar 

7 CjCK> OOMPSJRO(17fl«TWBtson 11 ID 10 taste Evans 

8 X£XU mAL BEAT 1131 i Cures 7 10 10 .0 Gelufimr 

3 PRC-34 MONOKRATIC (48) Mn 5 Bramau 7 10 10 - J CribgHfl 

10 (B3S-31J SEVM0URSP7(BE)Ur!Ariew«71010 SWpw 

U 0-13305 STAR OF MUD (92) Mss A Erroncas 8 10 10 I Ryan 

-lldactared- 


SIS 


BET1INC: 9-4 Afledeer. 7-2 Attic Wings. 5-1 East Houston, Capital li!- 
ter, 6-1 Utmokxsflc. lfi-1 Star Of Demrt 20-1 utters 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: FarinftoM^O) wnnal 
HTghnm poixil-uvpuuu on Sunday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: MoreltaAh . 1 .Vtij ha. bren »>a« UEI 
mile, by -A M Crow (ram LmBlhgun 1 . todilan: Tony* Gift r.‘i.rAi A 
Teroperaonre Rtaintf win 3 SO rrnlcv hy M hpe from 

Nldv>tashayiu!. D«t<n. 


Q cni WHEATLEY PACKAGING NOVICE HURDLE 
*^^1 (CLASS D) £3300 4Y0 2m If 110yds 


1M\ 


‘FARMERS DAY' SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2«450 2m If UOyds 
510K RffV RreSt (SI K HVtagTM 4 u 10 DFbfttB) 


OMO SENSO (109) JWarewffu 5118 __ 


.£ Urerelyn 


1P04 OtmvwWIAOVIliqMu4EireMxK4U7 IRyan 

006 MffBSE2E(foN7wisax>Oai<»4iie CUeneflyn 

0FQ3 TROTS DREAM (13) l*r- S Erntfi BUG RMiadGuest 

002 SHAHMOOR 113) Mbs L Sate 4 11 5 A Thornton 


415 TONUS GffT (44) M Pipe ill - O Brimmer 

0035 BEAU 1MTELOT 113] Ucs M ts&fan U 0 — RkhardGneri 

LO BOffS PLQV (14) IBF) « TomoWi, li 0. J3Q*®ier 

f” LEGAL BRIEF (34) J Vtorwngm 11 0 MrKItaeen 


QAKBURK Mss L jiMai II 0 .C Manta 

ONEOFIUEOLDOfES J N0TJJ3 U 0... W Hy 

CO RAMSOENS 0) N TiwmrftMB 11 0 CUnri^l 


00 SNOWY psth. ( 13) h Baiey UO -ATbomton 

0 SU. FOSSO (55) Mrii S SiriATi 11 0 J?WBHn*wi(T) 

BRAFFERTDN BEUA J M Jeflasm IB 9 RDnto 


0P56 AMBDEXTROUS (21) E Anon 4 LI 2 F Leahy (3) 

450 TOMMYKNOCKER (5J) J ienUns 4 U 0 S5tn(5) 

300 HSLO PETER (13) M TcmptaB 4 u (■ P Maher (7) 

(HXfi ELITE JUSIICE (33) h TnMGf 4 10 12 OBrariej 

OQKi mPKNEAroKrilO)iJOTWJ4i06 A Roche (3) 

OFGP LAAL 129 M Barradogb 4 10 1 AiwStafeeB 

- 12 declared - 


TO USCH MARKER (81 9 Conw* 10 9 P Ifidesfey (31 

OP IUHHLL HOUSE 03) IV Mv&on 10 Q KGaufcfJ) 

- 12 dectared - 

BETTING: 11-4 Toays Gift, 5-1 Bob's Ploy, B-l Base Mafetot, 8-1 Rante- 
tano, 10-1 Bndtatttn Bela, flotray Petrol, 12-1 cAhen 


4.20 


BEmW: 7-2 Trey's CYean, M Hot Breera, 5-1 Greenway Lady, 6-1 Ray 
Rhrer, 7-1 Sunrnnr. 10-1 Sanao, Ambotertrora, 12-1 others 


BEAUMONTCOTE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
i H) £2300 added 3m If 

302621- CATCHAPBWr (353) (CDj W Teflr.rgm 11 12 12 

M- W TeftirigW (7) 

1(W F>U(WB0aHFi«lFarM»*U1212 lfcCWert(7) 


O inl AGRICUJURALSOCIErY HANDICAP HUH- 
~yj DLE (CLASS E) £3J)00 2m 5f 110yds 

■X Gate (3) 


K10C U PH?CY TlfflOWB? (HI !l TmSEtW^w; 9 12 12 

-M-MRfaneS(Q 


55+000 WSUESffflSGofingailll 

ITW CADABAll DANCER (1JM9) J BccOTfeyB 11 6 -MAP 

03 3155 VtCCKrtmaSKSl)) WWrc.511^ D Irtish ( S) 

3PU200 BANANA COVE (8) wCtay 5 114 Guy Late (3) 

000161 JHAAD[3)J Nome 11£ B Grattan (7) 

1404-31 BARWTS fiBFT (94) Cl Bwian 8 11 2 Ml 


4 3CPS5-3 AHOIKSt CORAL (8) PWaooet 13125 _ JJr R MraBier (7) 

6 ^7'»nStUIiBKt34)J)raeani25.JeMWnBfo0lB(7) 
e HIPS BiamWWLL(332)(CO)CCwM;i312 5 JMrSSHiers 

7 AA.5P-U R N COMMAMJQI (81 J umKa lu 12 5 _Mr J R Comwal (7) 

- 7 declared - 

BETTING; $4 Prety Thrower, 7-2 CMcfcapeoiy, 4-1 Faringo, 9-2 Aoattv 
sr Corat 8-1 EU«M HU, 33-1 R N Connander, 50-1 Astrn fladtan 


036040 BY SWAN SONG (57) (CJJ South U 110 41 

8 008106 CAMO (B)(0) MBWS6 10 10-9 0! 

9 3X2-21 SH?0M) JOHN praj RCfcoahcua: 10109 JJJ Kavaajgn 

10 iHMJ36 mSIMTS COMET (B) 1C) J L rials 9 10 6 lUDUar 

U 425046 £XHWWR(20)Mn5 5firn8lOO .(hCftttll GuCSt 

-11 declared' 

BETTING: 34 BvitaY's Gift, 4-1 Shrewd John, 6-1 VfoereyRukr, 8-1 Ba- 
nana Cove, Ahead. Exempt*, 10-1 CamM, 14-1 otters 


A Ml FARMERS MAFES STANDARD OPEN NH 
^•°y j FLAT RAC£ (CLASS H)£U5501m5fU0yds 


iH-2 ANABRANCH (13) JMJaftKun 5 11 S-. 

AUnj*WRAME0awar51i: 

BUJEB01 Lta P Rotcson 5 11 2 JA R J Banctt (7) 


..JU Newton (7) 
— HBrarai 


2.45 


WHEAILEY PMXflGm HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m If 110yds 

PU-6F2 BOSTON ROVER W5) tCO) O Biaioi 11 13 0 __M Mim 
605115 TAESOOER OW foO) K WEJSBTDv 14 11 6 JA A FtCgtalW 
23FFJ-1 ANNE KBiy (94) J USiNUn 8 U 1 SDriten 


2-22224 CRAFTY CHAPLAH (BS) 0 MeCaei 10 11 0 DlfcCata 

1FP5CQ RAW WEW (13) N Trejer 11 10 13 .G Bodey 

13500 RUFPH£(10) (CD) Vi tony, 9 10 li _„WHoftttB«tOo 

0642 53 TOUGH DEM- (13) P Bradley S 10 7....^., ATtaroatn 

32004 CJMtTIHJFORHARDWUS (13) IV Orr 10 10 1 ,Guy lewis (3) 
-fl declared - 

BCI11N& M Bostoe Raver. 7-2 Armta KeOy, 4-1 DwkJder. 9-2 floppies, 
74 BmA View, 8-1 Tbafl) Deal, 14*1 ottos 


0 (MBM&E(27}1Gun?5112 JfcPScM<7) 

120- UlCUlWtBE(3S«KBrae,Ell2 ATTwwen 

00 MUfi8G(XMHGIflL{4B)l*sSS<n0 < -5212 — R Guest 

0 PETUIANT (23) Vte A brtrroB 5 U 2 (Ryan 

0 TORI GUIYNT (13) Mo N Macautoy 6 11 2 SWynu 

BROWUC RYEUAD J .[(rims - 10 S SF«(5) 

0 BJTEBUSSMaWOscWilOS J]C*«qJier 

COUiamUSHSDPwnllOe SMcNeS 

MAGG£SIRARMit.Ahrg4 10S -.-JUadfer 

00 M0RSlA5H(ll))ACrm>£106 — A Manners (7) 

WSHAAOflA T Bgrran 4 10 8 DDnsas (7) 


ROM N RABW P Be.5fi “ 10 S . 
5HAUAAlUwrtJjiri« 1 ID 6 . 


-WlAWtttadew 


..ft McCarthy ( 7 ) 


0 TEMnSKJUtE RISING (23) M Pee 4 108 — OBriitoater 

0 TWE FW A WALTZ S3) H CnTtapug} 4 10 8 W - p dose 

-18 doctoral - 

BCTTwa 11-4 tote Forte. 7-2 AnriHandi, 4-1 Teuvei tom (Utafc 10- 
1 EDte ffibs. U-2 NWuritoa. 16-1 GtAton Werart 20-1 men 



90 










spor 


The battle of the peacocks 


Zl'r Sj politics is war by 
^ other means, what 
‘ on earth does that 
make cricket? Indio play Pak- 
istan at Bangalore tomorrow at 
a time when gunfire rattles 
across the border in disputed 
Kashmir most days, a time 
when both countries, like pea- 
cocks flashing their tail feath- 
ers, are tensing their nuclear 
muscles. Neither side would 
have chosen this stage as their 
battleground: the organisers 
in particular were praying for 
a tumultuous India-Pakistan 
finale. But here we are. All 
those conspiracy theorists who 
presumed that’ the wily sub- 
continent would orchestrate a 
grand climax to the competition 
will have to bite their tongues 
for a while. 

One things is clear, though. 
Many of the millions of crick- 
el fans in India and Pakistan will 
be happy to lose the tourna- 
ment if they can just win this 
one match. The fraught rela- 
tions between the ovcwiat/ons, 
ever since they were wrenched 
apart by partition 49 years ago. 
mean that the play really isn’t 
the thing. Stand by. this week- 
end. for a barrage of military 


When India and Pakistan meet in the World Cup tomorrow it 
will be about more than just cricket. Robert Winder reports 


epithets: here comes Waqar 
Younis booming in like a mis- 
sile launcher, there goes Ten- 
dulkar again, hitting it like a 
shell, or Ingaman on the ram- 


page. Count how many limes 


the word “gladiatorial” comes 
Up. 

The players are pally 
enough. Two years ago. in Shar- 
jah. they walked out holding 
hands like children on a nature 
trail, in an ostentatious gesture 
of togetherness. And at the be- 
ginning of this tournament they 
had no trouble forming a com- 
bined team to play Sri Lanka. 
But no one else can ignore the 
historic animosity that charges 
these matches. India and Pak- 
istan have fought three wars 
since partition released 10 mil- 
lion vengeful refugees into the 
subcontinent. The Pakistanis, 
who were vociferously scornful 
of Australia's decision to avoid 
Sri Lanka, have twice can- 
celled tours to India (in 1992 
and 1 993) because of the threat 
from Hindu supremacists. Only 
this week, there were calls for 


the Pakistan players to be 
barred from entering the coun- 
try. 

But they are not ducking out 
of this one, and the security 
presence in Bangalore is, not 
surprisingly, huge: machine 
guns, sniffer dogs, the works. 
There have also been threats to 
dig up the pitch - no easy task, 
on these hard-baked bowler's 
graveyards). The response has 
been, well, typical. When tick- 
ets went on sale on Sunday 

60.000 people beat a path to the 
stadium: many of them camped 
out tor the night. In three hours 

45.000 tickets were snapped 
up. and there were scuffles 
when the crowd sensed that 
large blocks of seats were being 
withheld for last-minute VIPs. 

It is not as if this match was 
a regular event. Pakistan have 
not played in India for nine 
years (since 19$ 7. when they 
won a Test match in. as it hap- 
pens. Bangalore). India even 
boycotted the annual one-day 
tussle in Sharjah after Pakistan 
beat them with the help of 


three consecutive Ibw derisions. 
The Times of India modestly re- 
ferred to the match as one be- 
tween “Cricketing Gods" and 
concluded, with a nod to India’s 
two recent defeats: “may the 
worse side win". 

This first quarter-final ol' 
the World Cup is also - as if it 
mattered - the start of the 
tournament proper, the first 
match which both sides have to 
win. In a nice twist to the clean 
religious divide between the 
teams. India's captain - Mo- 
hammed Azharuddin - is a 
Muslim. He even got into trou- 
ble once with his own mullahs 
for attaching bis own sacred 
first name to a Reebok shoe. 
There really could not be more 
at slake. Who said cricket was 
boring? 

On paper. Pakistan might 
just have the edge (India's game 
plan so far has been for the oth- 
er side to drop catches, and it 
has been only partly successful). 
But this march is on grass, and 
Indian grass at that, so it won Id 
be churlish to predict an out- 


come. Pakistan's batting - with 
Aamir SohaiL Ijaz Ahmed and 
lnzamw-ul-Haq in exotic form 
- has been forceful and consis- 
tent enough to recover the 
ground lost in the field. Some 
of this is merely a matter of plan- 
ning. 

So far, Wasim Akram has 
placed his fielders with a strik- 
ing lade of wit. aqd this in 
games where the pressure was 
off. If he persists with the no- 
one-on- the- leg-side field he 
seems to favour. India’s batsmen 
will just smack their lips and tuck 
in. India wfll depend heavily, as 
always, on Anil Humble, one of 
three Bangalore players in the . 
home side (Javagal Srinath and 
Venkatesh Prasad also hail from 
the Garden City). 

But probably the decisive cl- 
ement will be the crowd. When 
Waqar Younis ran in to bowl in 
Karachi against South Africa 
and England, 30.000 fans 
whacked "empty water bottles 
ag ains t the seat in front: it 
sounded like a hurricane alert 
Tomorrow, there will be jeers. 
The roar when Tendulkar walks 
to the crease, on the other 
hand, will probably shake the 
windows in Lahore. 



Michael Atherton, the England captain, warms up-in the nets at Karachi for tomorrow 'a, 
World Cup quarter-final against Sri Lanka Photo graph: Ross Kinnaird/Allsporr 7 


OK OLIVER. NOW, 
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rise above 
the conflict 


Derek Pringle on why England should not 
underestimate their World Cup opponents 


For a small strife- torn island off 
the southern tip of India. Sri 
Lanka certainly packs as 
almighty punch on the cricket 
field. Apart from setting new 
benchmarks for 50-over scores, 
they have proved to be 
sparkling role models for the 
smaller teams like Kenya and 
the Netherlands, showing them 
exactly what standards can be 
achieved in a very short space 
of time. 

Minnows themselves when 
the first World Cup was piayed 
in 1975, they have since become 
the most talked -a bout team in 
the tournament. Not bad for a 
country that only had "Test" sta- 
tus bestowed upon them by 
the Internationa] Cricket Coun- 
cil in 1981. Yet, despite their 
perceived callowness. Sri Lan- 
ka have been thinking big for 
some time, recently approach- . 
ing Ian Botham to become 
their coach. 

When he declined, they 
asked Allan Border but, when 
he too proved unavailable, they 
settled for another Australian, 
the Victorian Test player, Dave 
Whatmore- • 

Colombo-born but raised in 
Australia, Whatmore began to 
hone both their cricket and 
their competitive edge. It is an 
appointment that has clearly 
paid dividends, with Sri Lanka 
winning not only their first Tfest 
abroad, but their first series too, 
soundly bearing Pakistan 2-1 last 
October. 

An abundance of talent has . 
never been Sri Lanka's problem. 
Their cricket has been, inter- 
mittently held back by the kind 
of internal bickering that makes 
the politics within Pakistani 
cricket seem positively acqui- 
escent by comparison. 

Who but Sri Lanka could go 
backwards after Siddath Wet- 
tirauny's double century had so 
•boldly announced their arrival 
at Lord’s in 1984, and the late 
1980s were as bleak on the crick- 
et field as they were on the is- 


land's battlefields. The civil 
war most recently saw the with- 
drawnf of both Australia and the 
West Indies from their World 
Cup matches in Sri Lanka, af- 
ter a massive car bomb ex- 
ploded in Colombo. 

However, with Dnfeep Men- 
dis once more installed as team 
manager to quell the off-field 
disputes. Sri Lanka have Price 
more cast off their rookie sta- 
tus. In fact their captain. Ariy.- 
ua Ranatunga, is the longed 
serving Test player in the World 
Cup, and their current one-dav 
experience far exceeds Eng- 
land's. with six of their players 
able to claim over a hundred 
caps to their name. As Rana- 
tunga himself recently said: 
"We can beat any Test nation in 
the one-day game.” 

The primary reason for that 
stems from the fearless stroke- 
play of their batsmen which, de- 
spite the brilliance of their 
□elding, is often at foil stretch 
to make up for the deficiencies 
in the bowling department - 
which, like England's, is steady 
rather than spectacular. 

Mind you, the discovery of 
Chaminda Vaas, a left-arm 


opening bowler, has reduced 
their reliance upon spin which 


their reliance upon spin which 
is just as well, considering their 
leading spinner and sole Tamil, 
the seemingly treble-jointed 
Muttiah Muraiitharan, has had 
question marks raised over the 
legitimacy of his action. 

Vaas can swing the ball both 
ways at a brisk enough pace to 
cause problems and many 
thought him the best pace 
bowler on either side, in the re- 
cent series against Australia. 

There is no doubt they are a 
talented team and a major one- 
day force. Before the current 
tournament Sri Lanka had lost 
20 of their 26 World 
matches since 1975. If thevCan 
win three more, starting with the 
game on Saturday, their status 
as minnows wfli be forgotten 
forever. 


All Stevenage fans 
at Torquay now 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


The supporters and employees 
of Torquay United are taking an 
increasing interest in the for- 
tunes of Stevenage Borough, the 
GM Vauxhall Conference lead- 
ers. In their current position, 12 


points adrift at the bottom of the 
Endslcigh League, Torquay 


need all the help they can get 
- and success for Stevenage rep- 


resents their best hope of stay- 
ing in the Third Division. 


The problem for Stevenage is 
that (ike Macclesfield last sea- 


man, said yesterday. “We still 
have not had a satisfactory rea- 
son from the Football League 
for the deadline being 31 De- 
cember when we can give-a con- 
crete guarantee that our ground 
will be ready by the start of nod 
season.” Their Broadhall Way 
ground is owned by the local 
council. .which is investing over 
“ n P r ° v * n g the stadium. 

League is taking away 
the basic ingredient of sport bv 
stopping achievement,” Greed 
Promotion and relegation 
we what football is' all about:' 
His club have a three-point ad- 

vanrntf a n A „ - , 


sod and Kidderminster the year 
before, if they win the Confer- 
ence they will not tie promoted 
to the Fooiball League because 
their stadium did not meet 


deadline at the end of last year. 
The mam League requirements 
are a capacity of 6#G0 and 1.000 
seats under cover, . v , ... 

"It’scompletely unfair,” Vic- 
tor Green, the Stevenage chair- 


..p-T — 1CIU. 

The Stevenage chainsian 
added that three dubs - BSW 
and Rochdale - do 
not fulfil the Leagues ground re- 
quirements. “They have a for- 
foer two seasons to put things 
nghL he complained, “unlike 
J 8, ^^ MaafefieldandKidr 

dennmster in the recent past, 

protests may M on 
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MOTOR RACING: Williams’. No 1 driver faces a ‘make or break’ season. Derick Ailsop reports 

Hill races towards the crossroads 
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: GLENN MOORE 


; Tfeny Venables returned from 
; Dortmund yesterday preaching 
the gospel according to Ajax 

and seeking further converts. 


The- England coach was an 
impressed spectator as the 


. ‘ Doit* and European champions 
‘ . ■ strolled to a 2-0 European Cup 
• -quarter-final first leg win at 
; Borussia Dortmund on Wfedues- 
. . day^ Aflerwards, he said the 
English game, and his national 
; team, should be striving to em- 
ulate Ajax. He also said it was 
an attainable goal. 1 
: “It is amazing that they are 
die best dub team in the world, 
; 'j(9ut no one copies them," he 
said “It can be done. The in- 
telligence comes from the 
coach, the information is passed 
' on. It is-Iike a teacher at schooL 
“"We can do ii. We do not 
reach for perfection. Yet, if 
you do that, you get excellence. 
If you aim for half, you do not 
even get that. 

“I have no doubt you can do 
it fairly quickly. If you change 
something, you need : success 
early on. 1 was fortunate at Bar- 
celona. I changed every thin g 
and my first result was 3-0 away 
to Madrid. From then on they 
thought 1 was right - before they 
thought I was mad.'’ 

The Ajax way, in which play- 
ers are inculcated in the dob 
philosophy from the age of 
eight, is well known but En- 
ables noted that Jari Litmanen, 
the Finn, and the Nigerians 
Finidi George and Nwanko 
Kami “have been there only two 
years. The Portugese, the Span- 
ish, die I talians axe equally 


technically blessed, but strategi- 
he Dutch are ahead. They 


callythe 
know the game. 

Ihaipomtw&ssupeibfyiSuS' 
traied by Ruud Gullit during Sky 
TV's coverage of Monday’s 
Newcastle-Manchester United 
qutch. The Dutchman raised the 
Often discredited ait of football 
punditiy to a newkveL 

Gullit's career also exempli- 
fies another Venables observa- 
tion on tbeDutch: “They have 
skill and intelligence, and they 
want to put that ‘duty* word im 
hard work. There are not many 
great players who do not work 


their socks Offi look at [Dennis j 
Bergkamp [who practised vol- 
leys for 20 ruinates after train- 
ing last week before scoring 
from one against QPR] and 
Gullit. It is not an accident they 
keep producing these players, 
“we live in a society where 
■ there has been the minimum 
amount of work, while expect- 
ing the best and actually falling 
behind. We get a lot of television 
money and what do the dubs do 
with it? They give the players 
three tunes as much - but they 
have not got any better. We have 
got to strive to achieve.* 1 
. He is encouraged by meetings 
with the managers who had 
been in Europe to discuss what 
went on in other games- “Clubs 
have tried to change a bit and it 
is only for the better that we get 
together. As soon as you ask the 
. questions 'are we good enough?’ 
and ‘can we improve?* we are on 
the way to doing so. In the past 
we felt we were good enough- 
On a similar theme, Venables 
said he had 'found his get-to- 
gethers, in which he has time to 
impart his ideas without the 
pressure of producing a victo- 
ry at the end of it, more useful 
than the matches. 

Venables said he was still 
looking at systems for Euro 96. 
“I want us to be able to play in 
two or three ways, so I can 
change it if tiling are going 
wrong. I do not think anything 
is beyond this group of players" 
Also in Dortmund was Berti 
Vogts, the German national 
coach, who watched gloomily as 
Borussia were dissected. Ven- 
ables described Borussia as 
“prehistoric” - a phrase which 
was only slightly updated by an- 
other national. manager, Swit- 
zerland’s Arthur Jorge, when 
talking about England. 

' Jorge, who has recently tak- 
en over from Roy Hodgson, said 
of England’s 3-1 win over the 
Swiss in October “When they 
played, ahdent football they 
played very well and they gave 
die Swiss a lot of problems. 
When they tried to play Euro- 
pean style, they were not diffi- 
cult 16 'contain.” 

Kidology r- or genuine? Ei- 
therway, Venables is unlikely to 
be diverted from attempting, to 
turn English artisans into Dutch 
masters. 


Heath returns to take 
charge at Turf Moor 


Adrian Heath became the man- 
ager of Burnley yesterday- just 
three months after leaving Turf 
Moor, writes Guy Hodgson. 
The 35-year-old former Evertcm 
striker succeeds Jimmy Mullen, 
who resigned last month after 
crowd demonstrations and a 
hate campaign. - - 

Heath, who had been assis- 
tant manager under Howard 
Kendall at Sheffield United, 
said; “1 have never known a town 
to have so much affection for its 
club. The expectations are high 
and the potential is enormous.” 
Oldham have signed Shef- 
field United’s midfield player 
John Gannon on a free trans- 
fer, while Sunderland are will- 
ing to listen to offers for striker 
Brett AngdL, who cost £600,000 
ft cgn Everton last season. 

Huddersfield axe poised to 
complete the £150,000 signing 
of the Crewe striker Rob Ed- 
wards. The 26-year-old. who has 
scored 21 goals for the Alex this 
season, is only on a week-to- 
week contract, having turned 
down a longer deaL 


Sheffield Wednesday’s full- 
back Ian Nolan could be out for 
the rest of the season after in- 
juring knee ligaments in the 3-2 
defeat at Aston Villa. A knee in- 
jury has also robbed Aberdeen 
of their captain, Stewart 
McKimmie, for tomorrow’s 
Scottish Cup quarter-final with 
Airdrie at Pittodrie. 

Roy Hodgson, the Engtish- 
bora coach orlntemaaonate, has 
been banned from the toucfaJine 
for Sunday’s Milan derby after 
insulting a referee during last 
weekend's match against Lazio. 
He was also fined £1,200. 

■ The Euro 96 organisers yes- 
terday released another 7,000 
seats for the European Charap- 


■and the Netherlands at Wem- 
bley on 18 June, while Scot- 
land's allocation for their match 
with England three days earli- 
er has risen from 7,000 to 8,100. 
The news coincided with the 
selling of the miiiionth ticket, 
which means SO per cent of all 
seats have been bought three 
months in advance of the event. 



A relaxed Damon HU! looks forward to the start of the 1996 season in Melbourne: ‘If 
I wasn’t doing it, I wouldn’t mind being a spectator this season* Photograph; Empics 


A widely held belief is that 
this could prove the most 
lOpen contest for \eais, 
another that Damon Hilfhasit 
on z plate. The British driver 
may be forgiven for thinking he 
cannot win, but no matter how 
studiously he plays down the is- 
sue, he knows he has to. 

Anything short of the For- 
mula One world championship 
this year could end his dream 
of the title for ever. 

Over the past two seasons. 
Hill has endeavoured to show 
not only that he is a match for 
Michael Schumacher, but also 
that he is worthy of entering the 
same arena. He has waged his 
campaign against a backdrop of 
doubts that he has the talent and 
the mental durability. VVbrse still 
for the 35-year-oid, many of 
those doubts have been raised 
within his own camp. 

And so we arrive at the start- 
ing line for a new season - in 
Melbourne on Sunday - with 
Hill apparently confronting two 
possible routes: one to the cham- 
pionship, the other to the sack. 

It has to be said that if this 
genuinely is the case, then 
WiQiams-RenauU were perhaps 
irresponsible in entrusting him 
with what amounts (o their 
main prospect of success. They 
do. alter all, have the best car 
and may feel they ought to have 
had the drivers’ championship 
in each of the past two years. 
Such a team should have ab- 
solute faith in their driver. 

They were not, however, pre- 
pared to meet Schumacher's fi- 
nancial demands for this year 
and whatever tbeir interest in 
Jean Alesi, Gerhard Berger. 
Heinz-HaraJd Frentzen or any- 
one else, they kept Hill and re- 
placed David Coulthard with 
the IndyCar champion, Jacques 
VUleneuve. 

Hill has done his best to 
buiv the theory of his “make or 
break” season beneath the 
mount of conjecture which ha- 
bitually accompanies every facet 
of this' cloistered environmenL 
Williams, for their part, have 
done their utmost to present a 
united front. 

For every mistimed tackle 
and wayward pass by HiU, 
Williams have been guilty of 
naive tactics and sloppy team- 
work. Both have publicly ac- 
knowledged their failings and 
resolved to remedy them. 

Hill’s personal preparations 
have been meticulous. He has 
driven impressively in winter 
testing, trained diligently and, 
possibly most importantly, over- 
hauled his mental approach. 


For a start, he lakes the view 
he has not been an abject failure 
so far. “Yes, I want to improve 
myself because I didn't win the 
championship last year and that 
has made me more determined 
to win il this time" he said. 

“But last year was not a to- 
tal disaster, i proved myself to 
be a contender for the cham- 
pionship for the second year 
Tunning. I have the best record, 
in wins and poles to starts ra- 
tios. of anyone competing m 
Formula One.” 

His current multi-million 
iund contract and his new 
orae - overlooking Killiney 
Bay* in the Republic of Ireland 
- also serve to put his “failure” 
into perspective. 

Even before last season had 
finished, Hill was bemoaning 
the fact he had not been assured 
No 1 status over Villcneuve, 
which he felt yielded the ad- 
vantage to Schumacher, the 
undisputed senior driver at 
Benetton-Renault then and 
Ferrari now. 


E 


TOMORROW 


Damon Hi!) begins a series of 
artides for the independent 
by looking ahead to the 1996 
champfon^hip campaign. The 
WHIiams driver witi be giving 
his verdict on each grand proc 
throughout the season. 


The retuned, positive Hill 
said: “I’m confident in myself 
that I can win grands prix this 
season, but there’s going to be 
competition. There’s no way 
round that. Jacques is, I think, 
going to be a very good ingre- 
dient for the team. He’s a good 
personality, he’s quick, and he's 
going to make an impression, no 
question about it. He may well 
have the best first season of any- 
one in Formula One. 

rience 


“But Fve got more expend 
of Formula One, which I think 


I can put to good use. This is my 
fourth season and 1 can hope- 
fully put it all together to real- 
ly bring out the best in myself.” 

How, though, will he cope 
with Schumacher? It is possible 
he will not have to, such have 
been the pre-season problems 
at Ferrari. But Hill maintains 
he will not allow himself to be 
drawn into verbal sparring this 
season and is not about to 
drop his guard. 

“I'm going to concentrate on 
myself from now on.” Hill said. 
“But I find il hard to believe 
Michael and Ferrari won't be a 
serious threat. The investment 
they’ve made is stupendous and 


the personnel they've gathered 
will provide them with all the in- 
formation they need for an ex- 
tremely competitive operation." 

HiU has declared peace with 
Schumacher and every one else. 
Most significantly, he appears 
to be at peace with himself. 

He is. though, anxious for the 
kind of flying start that pro- 
pelled Britain’s last champion, 
Nigel Mansell, also in a 
Williams, towards his goal four 
years ago. It would firmly es- 
tablish his rank in the team and 
give him breathing space before 
Schumacher and Villeneuve 
built their expected momentum 
later in the season. 

TTre more immediate and 
sustained threat could come 
from Jean Alesi or Gerhard 
Berger, the new Benetton pair. 
Mika Hakkinen' s form in test- 
ing for McLaren-Mercedes sug- 
gests he. too, may be quickly out 
of the blocks. 

“Benetton are going to be hard 
to beat and 1 think it will be a very 
broad contest.” Hill said. “I 
don't envisage a domination by 
any one individual. The regula- 
tions. in reducing the opportu- 
nity for a huge' performance 
advantage for any one team, have 
closed up (he competition. 

“We saw some fantastic, in- 
credibly dose racing Iasi year and 
that's what people want lo sec. 
If people don't turn on the gog- 
gle-box then Formula One rac- 
ing is going to fizzle ou i and J ra 
going to be out of a job. We are 
there to show off our skills. If I 
wasn’t doing it, I wouldn’t mind 
being a spectator this season.” 

But then he is doing ii and. as 
most of the sport's followers are 
saying, he has to do it this time. 

“Well, I'm nothing if not re- 
silient.” he said. “It's taken me 
I don't knew how many years to 
get in to Formula One.’ and in 
the past three years I’ve finished 
third, second, second. There's 
also a new resolve within the 
team, a real togetherness. 

“We are much better pre- 
pared as a team and L as an in- 
dividual, am much better pre- 
pared. It’s mental as well as 
physical. They go hand in glove. 
Of comse the championship is ray 
goaL But you can’t promise any- 


more than to try to do your besL 
his best will 


Whether his best will be good 
enough depends on the relia- 
bility of the Ferrari, the ability 
of Benetton to rise to the chal- 
lenge of life without Schu- 
macher. and Hill’s authority 
over Villeneuve. The reality 
cannot be ignored: This is the 
Englishman's best and possibly 
last chance. 


Murdoch ‘could pull the plug’ 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 


The Rugby League has admit- 
ted for the first time that Ru- 
pert Murdoch could scrap his 
contract with them if he fails to 
get the go-ahead for Super 
League in Australia. 

That confirmation of fears 
surrounding the future of the 
game came in court in Sydney, 
where a lawyer representing the 
British League said that the 
plug could be pulled ou Super 
League in Europe. 

Alec Shand QC said that 
part of the agreement with 
Murdoch’s News Corporation 
revolved around World Club 
Challenge matches between 
the top four Super League 
teams m Europe and Australia 
at the end of the season. 

Shand, tabling an affidavit 
from European Super League’s 
chief executive, Maurice Lind- 
say, said that, if Super League 
was unable to get off the 
ground in Australia, those 
matches could not be played, 
thus giving News Corporation 


grounds to scrap their con- 
tract. 

That is a stunning admission 
that events in Australia pose a 
direct threat to the game here, 
something Lindsay has consis- 
tently denied. League sources 
yesterday tried to explain the ad- 
mission away as courtroom 
histrionics. 

Shand said that, without 
Murdoch’s £87m, the slate of 
the game in Britain was “par- 
lous” and that half the coun- 


try’s clubs could face extinc- 
tion. 

Lindsay has condemned the 
Australian Rugby League’s ef- 
forts to have Super League 
banned worldwide - although it 
is not dear what jurisdiction an 
Australian court could have 
over the start of the competition 
here, which is due three weeks 
today. 

The ARL's chairman, Ken 
Anhurson, had earlier dis- 
missed proposals submitted by 


the British League to run Super 
League in Australia. 

The League, he said, “could 
not promote blanket sales in 
Alaska". 

“Just look at their record. In 
100 years, the English Rugby 
League has succeeded in ex- 
panding the game no further 
than its origins in Yorkshire and 
Lancashire.” 

Judge Burchett's rulings on 
submissions by both sides are 
expected today. 


Hunte's comeback heartens the Saints 


Alan Hunte. the Great Britain 
winger, will play his first match 
since last May when be appears 
in St Heiens’ Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup semi-final 
against Widnes tomorrow, 
writes Dave HadfieldL 

Hunte has had a complete 
knee reconstruction and has 
played just one A team game 
since winning his long battle 
for fitness. 

“If AJan was a forward, it 
would be a risk,” Saints’ coach. 
Shaun McRae, said. “As it is. 


l don’t believe it is a risk, or I 
wouldn't have put him in." 

Hunte, the leading try-scor- 
er at Saints for five of his six 
seasons there, said: “It’s a big 
match to come back in, but I'm 
confident about the knee." 
He replaces Joey Hayes, who 
failed a fitness test on a 
hamstring injury yesterday 
morning. 

Widnes have also gambled 
on proven class and experi- 
ence. naming both the Hulme 
bothers in their line-up. 


Paul Huime, who has not 
played since bruising his ribs 
six weeks ago, has been in- 
cluded in the second row. 
while David Hulme, out for 
even longer with a head injury, 
is one of the two substitutes. 

The Widnes coach, Doug 
Laughton, says that both the 
Hunt brothers feel fit enough 
to play in the semi-final at 
Wigan’s Central Park, where 
their experience of big match- 
es will be of immeasurable 
value. 


Smith and Charles 
turn to calculator 


Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 


The fight between Lawrie Smith 
and Glyn Charles for the Star 
class place in Britain's Olympic 
team turned into a matter of 
mathematics after the third 
race of the Bacardi Cup in 
Miami yesterday. 

Charles was 54th and Smith 
55th as the previously strong 
winds turned light, but both will 
discard those scores as their 
worst result. That means, in turn, 
they will now have to count the 
least damaging of the worst 
two scores they had previously 
discarded when eight races, two 
in this regatta and six in Janu- 
ary, had been completed. 

So while Charles bad appar- 
ently increased his lead by one 
place, in fact he will now have 
to count a previous 23rd place. 
Smith a previous 38th. That 
means Smith gains a net four 
points and reduces Charles' lead 
from 13 place points to nine. 


With a possible three races to 
go. Smith needs to post a score, 
on average, five points better 
than Charles in each race io se- 


cure the place in Savannah. 
Three firsts from three starts 


made Brazil's Claudio Cardoso 
master of the testing conditions 
off Dubai yesterday and set him 
up as favourite to take the gold 
medal in the Hobie Cat 16 World 
Championships. With the fleet 
cut down from 300 to a final 56. 
there should be just three races 
today lo gave Cardoso a prize 
that has been so dose to his grasp 
but has ahvays eluded him. 

The main threats to Car- 
doso come from William and 
Lucinda Edwards, of South 
Africa, and Mark Laruffa of 
Papua New Guinea, crewed by 
Liz Whrdley. The only Britons 
left in the competition, 
Matthew Eeles and Philip Hil- 
yard. are Iving 33rd. 

HOBIE CAT is WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Dubai) final standings after 13 races (out 
Of 16): 1 C Cardoso arm f Monieno (Bral 
36.75ms: 2 W And L Edwards iSAi A3: 3 M 
Laruffa. L Wardin' (Pfftl 48. GB: 33 W Eav%. 
P Wiyaiu 142. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Afibplrossxfn^.hasheehbaR^fram 
competing en ;he natMraf gpnes because 
a gander Best has revealed ‘she - is a man. 
Nancy NavaHa. WTO haite from a powsr- 
ty-snicken region in the northern Phffip- 
pnes, managed to run as bom a man 
and a .woman in different contests last 
month. Tlw national games wri rate place 
on Mindanao island next month; 


Basketball 


NBA: New York 89 Torono 32; Boston 110 
LA CSppers 97; Minnesota 103 PWadeipfw 
90: wasttngtnn 39 Same 88; San Antonto 
100 Denver 90; Utah 101 Indiana 94. 


FootbaH 

EUROPEAN CUP -Uftf#U3t!F CUP Qdsrtartftial 


fiat lor Dynamo Moscow 0 Rac'd Vienna 1 
<SSjntf34). 


Bfifiartfs 


snMCHAN IK CHAWWKSWS (Vflpm) fi- 
nal: U RusseO (Eng) M 0 Causier (En» 
1990-1277. 


Badminton 

Engancfs Darren Kail has Wen seeded 
!ta 15 fof next week's 'tones All England 
Open Oiampiontfitosai Krmn^iafn's Pis- 
tonal indoor Arana, the Ejngard No 1 
from Essex, wt» recently reached the 
senu-finafe of the Smss Open and the 
Thomas Cup qualifiers, s Engand's only 
reeded piajw m the singles events. 


Bmrts 

MEN’S HOME INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION- 


SOUTH AMERICAN OLYMPIC QUALIFYING 
TOMNAMEHn Argemrna 2 ftocer 1 7. Dd&do 
56) aws 2 iBeto 67. Sawn «i: lin&nv 3(5* 
Sanaa 4. Sua 36. 27 Vwwarfia 1 (Udaneta 
531. Float otanAiCB 1 Braal (P3. Par.; 2 Ar- 
cfiKitma (3-7); 3 Uruguay (3-3i; 4 Venaaiee |3- 
0>. Brstfl and ArgMtifla qualtfy tor Ofymptcm. 
INTERNATIONAL PREMM.Y (WoaiftS COtombd 
2 (VffiencBfio 34. 8li Hcmauas 1 <Hun« 13). 
FWSXDLY (Fa Barton. CaUf): United Steffis 
CKympK M 2 MNa under- 23 a] 3. 


0 Newcastle 1- Second Dtvtakxc Huddeffteld 

0 Bon VUe Hun Cky 4 Grvrrsoy 1; Maneoes- 

VJr Crry 1 Burmpy l; o lecesur 

Qty Z ItaViemarp 0 Barnsley 1; Sunoerurnd 3 
MansfMd 0: Yorl.0 Bradford Cny L. TbHOM- 
atac Gat* 3 Sctewrawi ft Chedfir C Lin- 

coln Coy 0: Wigan 6 Scumtiune 0. Aron 
hmrance Ooodtfnatlaa fin* DWflog Bnsnx 
dry 2 Arsens! 1; Chard on 2 Odora Old f &&■ 

Peace o (pietsaa Cc lumen 1 Xtonw* Cny 
a Luton Town 3 Wmotedon li Watford 2 LW 
«ol 4. Second DMdotE Ban Cerl Bornnerraigi 
1-, BnrwEwi Csv 4 Torquay laid Z, Caron Cny 

1 Plynuxafi ArM S. FA Tooth Cup (KOi round; 
Oldham Mtiebc 1 Wen Ham 2. 


Ice hockey 


NHL: Petros 4 Hartford Z Toronto 2 New Jer- 
sey 2 (ou. COT Angftes 3 Edmonton Z Dallas 2 
San Jose z vaneouwr 5 Buffalo 2. 


ctMdhet: 1 AShaacW (Mart 312; % H Nun thai 
267; 3 has 26A Naliana Cw sfandbiec 1 Aus- 
tria 10.574; 2 SMSKdand 6576: 3 ftary 6.114. 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


119-US. (Ena stoe &reu; G Sman be D WAfcns 
22-13: G Harlow btRWMfc24-l& AAteoek 
(calls J Wee 20-23: 0 w ««t 
.14-22: A Thomson « JGraertsWJa 22-18; J Be9 
test 10 N LR01 17-19- 

wowDfs Ati.g«atft>tpg«oog champvoh- 

SMPS (SdrAhaiWrton) 9n£a»ffcst rOwnfc M 

Irolry (bswWd t* U Johnson (Wean^oroup’J 
£1-20; D MtM (DojticrO HAMcrta* (Egeran 
PariO 21-1& M Krtgd (Cheshuntl » O Karm- 


LQAN TRANSFERS: Paul MOTnr imUftNORl 
i Hangers Slab Dyfccba 


CfuH 2117; S HazcJ (Vtste P»M a P ftacfiey 
... t (TdeTbridefrt t* A 


Football 


-EAGUE Of WAU& inter CatiffvttjbwVae 

750). 


u—.Jia ffl) H-16: B Vincent 1* 

AMeoon (Darken) 21-11: jeatartStUh For 
ecu tx A Euffss (Horthavw) 21-10: h Ha*M 
(CtuMA H P Pond 21-5; BRwei 

fCcWwse) M J Green iDapNn) 21-3- Quar- 
ler-flnetei Waste!! « hsley 21-12: Itofl « 


Cart®© to Queen’s Part I _ 

(cMMbseper) Queen's Part Rmeoio WvcanOe: 
Paul Brefi imkfalder} Wolves u> Praetor. 
WEDNESDAYS IATC RESULTS: European Cop 

QnartarGnaielfrstleglagByusMrOPaiietf*- 
Kites 0: Nan»s 2 Spare* Moscoe 0: ffcai StecnJ 
1 JuventlK 0; Bowses Dorwvnd 0 4a» 2. FA 
Cerise PreadmMp: Aston V3a 3 Sneffiekt 
Wednesday Z QPR 1 laecs 2. EndsMpt »*- 
suranos laoov Second Dtoiffon: NdBS C*wn- 
IV 2 WSIOD L HYasT&e 0 Sngnor 2. BeTs 
Scottish Lea#* first DWfafao: AmJrie 3 Hamd- 
mn ft Dunfpimfine i Dundee 1. Second DM- 
stoa: Roes County 1 Anson ftwre 1. IMfim of 
Wales Pwtmwtf* 1 AMiyswytfi 0; Camwrei? 
BnknFvtyl-hWiCocs^QlaHimaiCuoeaad- 
finafc ftjrwtowi 0 fisrtoan i. iMBontf Leagjs 
P ra eMtif a Cup Bret ro un d mpley : Boston U<d 


Golf 


Rugby League 

Joe Lyton. the Wigan atvl former Great 
Britain Test player, has been drafted in 
as consultant coach to try to help Ox- 
ford University to their firet Varsity vic- 
tory against Cambridge since 1592 on 
Tuesday at London Welsh. Richmond. 


WOMENS WORLD CUP MKIMMKrSLAtlM 
final (UtfabanBoar. Nor): 1 1 H Marten (Nor) 
limn 23.1BSWT. 2 K Seawgw (0*1 123.84; 3 
I **rer« 123S4. M standfast 1 Seonger 
SAopte: 2 Meterritar 374; 3 Em 335. 


7-5 6-7 6-1: C PiOTne man Kraieei. (Netnj 
7-6 6-Z G rvarwevre (Cruel br 0 Camoorese inj 
E-3 6-1. 

MEXICAN OPEN (ModCU Cttjr) first mini; A 

Gsudena TO tn h Gcossens (Bari 6-3 4-6 6-Z 
Second rounrt J Pana (Ara w N Marpues (Port 
6-4 64: FGsw (SpJ M M Hadad iCoD 62 7- 


5: J Nova* (Cz Rep) n F ' F ’ , 7 M: J 


Tennis 


MareWDOOHTOWIIM IB pwwrtMiflSec- 
ontf rouxt M Danrn lC 5 NeO! (It C 4 J SUeU (Gar) 
6 7 6 -« 7 - 6 ; M Rossm fSwU ot 0 Pmostf (Gen 


SancJMte ot F Vdno rFn 63 
HtANKLIN TEMPLETON CLASSIC (ScMtMW 
Arizona) Second roond: W Feneca ISA) hi 
Simen no 6-4 64; jGffneisice (US' at j Bjwk- 


man (Swei 2-6 7-5 6Z A Berasa®®* iSpi M S 
Uanuoka uaoani 63 64: R Reneberg lUS] bt 
P UcEratf (USI v/o. 


YOKEN CORPORATION CUP^ TOURNAMENT 
(Kedom, Japan) Leaafins first-TOCttd scores 
(AfiM *e udless stated); 66 K Matsuna- 
&. S7 S Gdnson tSirg). 68 Momon. KTate- 
ml, T Hamilton (US). 60 M Cbm, K Nareo, T 
Marujoma, H Kase, Y Kaneho, H Gooajt Mar- 
ta. G Sate. E Mmajehl. r Odate, T Tamur*. 
B Jobe (USI. 


Skiing 

METIS WORLD CUP SUPER -GIANT SLALOM 6 
BM(K*ftOoa, Norway): lrAAanswriRoti Jmn 
SXlSsScaLWartUFn 1J3^;3L PVus |N*| 
1-33.45. Men'* M MB WortJ Cm stamfa«K 1 
►jiua l.iretrs 2 G Maasr ifiu :i 961; 3 Avnana 
S39. MMYsfiiiei World Cup Miper-fikantaMprn 


Ihtgby Union ' - - 

HSUS CHAMPJONSHIP BB0MI* 


Krwfftf 21-16; Baker tx Wncou 21-10; ntxwi 
RWhMi 


W 


e*tBsyS«ltaih(S,0). 


- — J 21-17. (Jtabadtfad pih quarter*- 

tec U» <M Howard. C Baker) M Oekhestar 
IP Howes. J Fewer) 31-15: Man* m HU*an). 
D M led « WMeMWus p Rand. S Stfflren) 


4 jufiaon 0. Id* Imam firrt OnkloK 
‘ ’ an 5.6 


don Tom OQwysm 0. Baa»f Homaa Leegu* 


Mdtond DMetars SoLluJ Ewoutf _4^iuaey2- 


SaskotbaR 


; wraeMWirs u -- 

21-17; GirtlneOA Pater, S Offler) S Yeo«l fM 
JenidM, M KAms) 23-11; C*» of Bkrnln^iam 


aiowssat LEASUE: Hand KemnsBaadv 
onaon Tone rs (7 J0)r Manchester v Bflm- 
■^tam t&Oj: Naacastl* « Shefltekl ®,0). 


JenidM, M FeHOTdl 23 -li: Wty « Bumr-gum 
OG»an.PT*H W Grost 0 Heston. B 
Manaas) 21-lfl. 


Kbfir sports : 

<WR Sntdr Men's QianUonsnre (Aucrw> 
•ck. Ayistarei; Er®sn Women-* Indoor 
hansaosspc (Southanpun). . 
ARt&WDC UF. WateWsgf Tb u nsmenttPon- 
ictort. 


Boxing 

Henty Wiarton has sifted a new nw- 
year contract with hie manager, Micky 
Duff, who intends to seek a nfle con- 
test with the new World Boxing Organ- 
isation supeMnlddleweigfTt champion, 
Sugar Boy MaSn^, other then chaf- 
tengp torthe European title. 


Soathom DM«I4« PoON 0 Crtiertrt ' 
oration Brewery NartMrn Laagin firtt DW- 
Hok fienyia 1 Stdcotwi 8. Cam Cup aaeewl 
round: Ostagsan CS 1 RjWoe CA 2; Nonon 0 
MofiMtn 2. Srot Mfib League Planter DM- 
iM Cam 1 wesnuy a Jawsco Eastern 
lao0« Piandar OMUate Swunwrta lHart^ 
li Sud&unrTonn 1 Gonad a Norm Wa*t Court- 
tiec Leatfua firet OMsIcm: Prescoi 5 ^isfloar- 
V* V. .SWSirettd* 0 SRssop 0. Nort fa ew 
curates Oat laapM Premier DMMob P&- 
iHm o HucHias l iNpw Cupfowm-round re- 


ggOaptqiuoml r«n Feoay o. wmrmi 


Hockey 

Gabi Godwin, who test Saturday made 
her National league debut for Otron as 
mey wornhe Second Kvision dtie and 
a day later featured in Ottun'B 4-0 cup 
idetory over BroYbOume. yesterday 
scored the first goal for King Edvrard V) 
School, Birmingham, who Beat Black- 
pool's Arnold School 1-0 on weir way 
to winning the British Aerospace Under- 
IB championship at the national sta- 
dium in Milton Keynes. 
aOTISH AEROSPACE WORSTS UNDBWB 
CHAM PtOWSWP (Milton Keynes): CBmeAi- 
** Harp/ 0 BaflM a* Grammar Z Dr Qi* 
toners Hr£i 1 tec* Hun! ft Bradford Gv*i 
Grammar 1 Dean Case l;Jac I* Hunt 0 Dame 
Afire Harpur 2; Dean Ctosp 1 CV chabmen 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


5.73m 


Siaortf Trophy flilrd-roand replay: StCry 2 
Wwsbmusi Bnd^e 3. Jenson South Wea tar a 
UeUK SfiwMri 2 ScBaKy L Pn«B<M *ur- 


t Jficfc Itonl 1 Btedfoto Gift. Grammar 
0; Dame Afccs Hamv 0 Dean Ctose ft. Brad- 
iegl GaN Oanrw 1 Dr Chdtanes 0; Oan 


nei I exten d League: LtBirerntwOi 1 Hanti a 
Poflttosteas>efir«Dlyitt»;BL)c«)ijrn2lrv- 
tnwo( 2: Demy Couno 1 Lnu 1; Utotos 


CW* 1 Jack Hunt 1; Dr CheUonera O 
Dame ATce Harpur 3. Warners Dene A Are 
Harpur, Bedford. 


I The amount in pounds ster- 
ling that world athletics will 
earn as its share of tetevisiort 
revenue from the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta.' The In- 
i temational Amateur Athletic 
Federation received only 
I £964,000 from the Games 
in Barcelona four years ago. 


Snow reports 

Resort Conditions 

Coorfitkm* 
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Weather Forecast 
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^INDEPENDENT 



Be the first in the know 
to find the best snow! 


-0891 333110 


Accurate. ujHcwiate -snow and weather 
reports lr«n 1C«) resorts in Europe 
and North America by phone <r ra>. 
(For a iax repiifl please usp a phone 
cached U> vour fa\ machine). 


FRANCE >' AUSTRIA 
A ITALY 

>• SPAIN & ANDORRA 
BULGARIA A ROMANIA 
NORTH AMERICA 
SWITZERLAND 
' * SCOTLAND 
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SKIFAX 0897 300 330 
: The Ski Facts 


' CJU fa 64i >0MDe not £1 J(tttUn 
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( “The first time was the biggest fight in the wodd. > - ' 

Joe Frazier tells Ken Jones how he beat Muhammad AH \Pa^e^^. ; ; 
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England must counter 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from Karachi 


- • • s. . It'yoo had asked 
~'/C’ Michael Ather- 
ion before ihe 
start of this World Cup which 
of the Test-playing nations he 
would prefer to meet in the 
quarter-finals, his answer, with- 
out question, would have been 
Sri Lanka. Ask him that ques- 
tion today, and it would prob- 
ably be anyone but. 

They say you have to beaL all 
the best sides if you want to win 


/r - ’ Michael Ather- 

_'?• irtn I hp 


the cup. hul so fat Sri Lanka 
have not so much beaten op- 
ponents as marmalised them, 
rewriting the record books as 
they smite their way towards 
Faisalabad and tomorrow's 
match against England. 

In the space of two weeks. 
Aijuna Ranatunga's team have 
become the most feared halting 
side in the tournament, swatting 

away fancied India as if it were 
a pesky mosquito, and generally 
treating opening howlers with 
savage disregard. 

Poor old England. Even 
when their skipper's pre-tour 
wishes are granted, they seem 


to have a habit of backfiring on 
them for. not only do they 
come up against the form side 
of the tournament, they may 
have to do without Dominic 
Cork, the one England bowler 

capable of taking vital early 

wickets with the new ball. 

Cork, whose chances are rat- 
ed by Ray Illingworth as no 
more than ■‘50-50.” is still hav- 
ing treatment on his trouble- 
some knee and will undertake 
two bowling sessions today, in 
a bid to assess his fitness. 

If Cork does not play, a three 
seamer attack plus two front-line 
spinners is the most likely option. 


though having Dermal Reeve as 
one of the three scamecs may be 
a risk Aiherton will not take, and 
it may be down to Graeme Hick 

to f ulfil one of the sp inning 
roles to accommodate him. 

“ft is vital we get if right 
against these boys in the first 
eight to 10 overs, so he lias to 
be guaranteed 100 per cent 
fit," said Dlingworth. sitting by 
the team hotel's pool in Karachi 
before yesterday’s flight to 
Faisalabad - clearly overlook- 
ing the fact that Cork has not 
been all that fit since the recent 
tour of South Africa. 

Illingworth is right, though. 


Sri Lanka's early-order dashers, 
the left-hander Sanath Jaya- 
suriya and right-handed Rcu 
mesh Kaluwithanma, have been 
crucial to their electric starts, 
posting scores well aver a hun- 
dred from the first 15 overs. 

However, If the frenetic hit- 
ting poses a problem, another 
stems from the large amount of 
left-handers - four of the top six 
- and, in particular, the extra 
room bowlers seem to give 
them outside the off-stump. 
Room that allows them to gam 
leverage and a full swing of the 
bat, two components crucial to 
successful pinch bitting. 


The ways of countering this 
kind of onslaught arelaigely un- 
proven. Either you gamble and 
uy and take wickets by attack- 
ing, or you bowl negatively 
(leg-stump yorkers) to a well 
thought-out fieltL - 
Either way you need to be 
flexible, a point also stressed ty 
Dlingworth. “There is no doubt 
we’ve got to bowl very straight," 1 
be said. “We may even bowl an 
off-spinner in th& first 15 overs. 
But n it doesn’t go just right. 


gain we’ve got to he fierible enough team wins. If Hick 
Fthe to change and the bowlers wfll us, we’ll hopefully 
ini to have to be readv to bowl at a Yet in spite of t 


have to be ready to bowl at a 
moment's notice." It could even 


be Phil De Freitas who will be : 
asked to send down some turn- 
ers -apparently he has bowled 
off-spin intheTiets and even oc- 
casionally forDerbysbire: .. 

O early, with maybe nofone 
to call upon to jive England a 
breakthrough with the ball, 
someone wHI have to com^pff 
with the bat. “One-day cricket/' 
Dling worth claims, “is all about 
vour star performers, playing 
well cm the day. If Lara.or.lbiiT 
dulkar get a hundred, their 
wins. If Hick gets-one for 
us, we’ll hopefully win too " 

Yet in spite of the daunting, 
form book, England have rea- 


son to take heart. For one lhu£* • 
Sri Lanka do not have anyC 



wpii Eisna^vwi r* 

knock-out stagem^r well niggle^ 

kwav al tfie bravado of lhewt=>' 
batsmen After all, they have h 
two walkover victories to 
. boost then: modus openutdi. .f 
There is no doubt Jhat»_§f 
treating the start of an tnnWa 
like most skies used to bat aitm 
"death" Sri Lanka- have tur^| 
the conventions of 
cricket on its head. Tomo®^ 
just for the day, it is up 
[andto -Stand uprighia^m.^ 
Battle peacocks, pagt^ 
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GUY HODGSON 


On the waterfront: Jacques VHIeneuve was out on his own during practice for the Australian Grand Prix in Melbourne's Albert Park yesterday 


Photograph: Pascal Rondeau/Allsport 


Villeneuve powers in to signal danger 




Motor racing 

DAVID TREMAYNE 
reports from Melbourne 


Jacques VUleoeuve yesterday 
landed the first blows in what 


promises to be an ongoing psy- 
chological war with his Williams 


team-mate Damon Hill, when 
he emerged a comfortable 
fastest after the first day of un- 
official testing for Sunday's 
Australian Grand Prix. 

The 25-vear-old Canadian 


oozed confidence as he lapped 
a full second quicker than his 
more experienced partner. 
Benetton's Jean AJesi was third, 
ahead of Michael Schumacher 
and the relatively inexperienced 
but impressive Jos Verstappen 
in the Footwork. 

Schumacher had a frustrating 
day in the radical new Ferrari. 
The world champion recorded 
the day's fourth fastest time but 
could manage only ninth in the 
afternoon session - behind his 
team-mate Eddie Irvine. 


Schumacher said: “It is to be 
expected that we are struggling, 
as our car was later appearing 
than most of our rivals. We must 


be patient, and work hard." 

Though Vtileneuve’s perfor- 
mance got his Formula One ca- 


reer off to a brilliant start, the 
controversial track that runs 
around Melbourne's Albert 
Park will offer greater grip, 
and therefore greater speeds, as 
the weekend progresses. 
“Jacques did an excellent job to- 
day,” said Williams designer 


Adrian Newey. “But Damon 
didn’t really get a good crack at 
iL Don’t write him off." 

Villeneuve's immediate pace, 
however, will be the last thing Hill 
wants to see in the year in which 
he is favourite for his first world 
championship. It signals trouble 
ahead. ”1 was not expecting to 
be up there with such an ad- 
vantage,” Villeneuve said. “It is 
a surprise, but it feels great.” 

Though the circuit continues 
to prove highly unpopular with 
local protesters, who remain 


steadfast in their plans to stage 
a demonstration on Sunday, it 
met with universal praise from 
the drivers. “It is a fun track." 
Hill said. “It is actually much 
better now, having driven on iL 
than I thought it was going to 
be yesterday." 

Martin Brundle, 14th fastest in 
a Jordan, agreed: “ft’s good fun, 
and quick. It’s a bit bumpy in 


places under braking, so you 
need to be careful nolto lock up 


the wheels, but it flows well. 
“There are four places to 


overtake, with a fifth if you’re 
really brave - or desperate!” 
The only doud over Wfflimis’ 
day was the news that they are 
the only team yet to agree to the 
terms of the super-ficeoces issued 

by the governing body, the F1A. 
following prolonged disagree- 
ments over insurance clauses. 
This is traditionally the time of 
year when drivers and govern- 
ing body dash over such mat- 
ters but by the end of the day 
Benue Ecdestone, the FIA’s 
vice president of marketing. 


had stepped in to smooth over- 
the situation, .and Hill and Vil- 
leneuve were expected to fell, 
into line by this morning, 

AUSTRAUAN QRAHD PRIX (Mdbocnna) UmnT- 


ktf p w cUcg ttaac 1 J VMvwvw'tCanJ 
irran. 33.401sec; 2 OHi [GO 
WUan&ftenaitt 134392; 3 J Ales. (F t) 
Bonemn-Renauit 134.664; 4 M Scftwnach-' 
«r(GsJ Renan 135.MS: 5jV«38w>en{Nfflh) 
Footoork-Hvt 135.057: 4 R Banfcneeb IBral 
JaTtaivPeygBot 135JJ5; 7 E Wne, (68) to- 
rn 135349; a G BMftr nut) Benetton- 
Rwtt»*135.362;90Rarte<ft1 Uaertitawi- 
Honda 135.780; 10H Frenoai (Gen SauOB- 
ftxd 136J35-. u M HakMnen (Fin) 
Mctaion-MeicedH 1:36-253; 12 □ CoumvKJ 
(GB) McLmn-Mefcades 136330: 18 J Her-- 
be*t (G0J 3autMT-RNd. 1^6.253; 14 M Brun- 
difl rGBi Jcmian-PougBOL. 137051. 

Danger for HDL page 27- 


Football's 1 - transfer system,? 
which has been in a state of flux: 
since the Bosnian verdicC 
changed again yesterday wbeifr 
the Department of. Educations 
ami Er^loyrnrat relaxed rules " 
concerning work pe rants fee i 
non- European Union players. 

Aflowmgllic I^uimtresdt and 
MarcHcrt^rtojcanWstHaflj j 
and Everton respectively, a rc r ‘ - 
Vised- criteria for foreign in-^ 
ternarionai footballers was A 
announced, alkwh^ themoae. J 
transfer to k new <^'regsmfi«x. : 
of the number of firsMeam .ap?'- ■; 
pearances for their previous ciib. 

Cheryl GiJJaii, the Educa- ; 
tion and Employment Minister, 
Said the deosion, which followed . 
consuifetiou with the {football ' 
Association, Football League; 
Premier League and the Scot-- - 
tish FA, wa& u gpod news fbrhxA- • 
ball". She explained: “We have_ 
recognised it is important to air - 
low Britishdubs tpbenefit from 
the contributiori which top-class . 
intemationais can make white ; 
still insuring’ that opporitmi- 
ties for young players from 
country to-break into top-fli cjfeg 
football are not stifled. '*”1 

Romania’s Dumitrescu 
moved to West Ham from Tot- i 
tenham nearly a month ago for 



41 -Sm but his application for a 
new British work permit was re- 


new British work permit was re-; , 
fused because be had played^ 
fewer than 75 per cent of first- '■ 
team matches forSpurs since his,' 
arrival in Ei^Iand. A similar sit- 
uation delayed Switzerland's * 
Hottigex joining Everton frotn..^ 
Newcastle in a £750, (XW deal 
\fenables’ plan, page 27 ; 
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Roe reveals that he 
was close to suicide 
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By Sprains 


Thursday’s Solution 


Golf 

TIM GLOVER 
reports from Rabat 
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ACROSS 

I No-trump one short, unfor- 
tunately - East constrained 
to resume seat (7) 

5 Calm account provided in 
film (7) 

9 Being impervious to pitch? 
(5.10) 

10 Pawnee takes impure article 
away 15) 

II Pose that's modified verv 


quickly (9 1 
12BU1 normal 


12BU1 normally puts work his 

way (9) 

14Damp is discovered in peri- 
odic inspection f5) 

15 Write critique of broadcast 
variety show (5) 


lbHovering around square till 
morning? (9) 

ISPutting parts together to 
build sleam yacht - isn’t she 
urinderiul? (9f 

21 A second tea, or a coffee? 
(5) 

22Cotnment on letters from a 
military viewpoint { 1 1.4) 

23 Quality the French expect 
from garages (7) 

24 Dog shown with Queen in 
short film 1 7) 


DOWN 

1 Small coin dropped into 
crack produces echo (7) 

2 Fellows who want to be 
Master? Kill 


3 In high temperature, a 
French female goes about 
bare l9j 

4 .Advice needed about Euro- 
pean Union connection (3- 

5 Show' us paces in thrilling 
equestrian event (91 

6 Eligible matrimonial 
prospect’s unforeseen draw- 
back (5) 

7 Ultimate manifestation of 
class structure? {9, 6) 

S Some musclemen tend to be 
gentle (7) 

13 Sort of picture you get with 
satellite? (9) 

14 Obsession girl's shown 
about bloke from .Arabian 
sultanate (9| 

15 Return deposit after an in- 
terval (7) 

17Carry around - tor example 
- registered kitchen appli- 
ance i7j 

19 Bird >een by old priestess, 
sitting on pole (5 1 

20 Satirist from Westminster, 
on national newspaper (5) 


Mark Roe. who has a reputation 
as an extrovert on the European 
Tour, yesterday revealed that he 
came close to committing sui- 
cide following the break-up of 
his marriage. He sal in the loft 
of his home and placed a shot- 
gun in his mouth. “I'd got to the 
point where I didn't want to live 
any more." Roe said. 

He released the safety catch 
on the gun and spent five min- 
utes with his finger on the trig- 
ger before deciding that “this 
was pathetic". Roe's 16-year re- 
lationship with his wife, Jane, 
ended in divorce after he had 
met Julia Morris, an employee 
of the International Manage- 
ment Group. “Everybody is 
different." Roe said’. “Barry 
Lane. Nick Faldo and David Fe- 
herty were involved in marriage 


break-ups yet Barry had the best 
season of his life. If somebody 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 

When vou have Ihe answers to the 6*1 three dues across AND the first three dues down phone GSVI 51 1 01 7 and 
leave v’our answers with vour name address and daytime telephone number bv midnight loiushu Each day there* is a 
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season of his life. If somebody 
had ever suggested that I would 
think of taking my own life Td 
have laughed at them." 

Roe, 34, from Sheffield, said 
he was making a fresh start and 
wanted to get the story off his 
chest. “I’ve always been a very 
emotional person who wears his 
heart on his sleeve. Tm rebuild- 
ing my life. Tm still putting the 
jigsaw- together." Roe, who has 
moved into a cottage in Castle- 
ton in Derbyshire with Ms Mor- 
ris, has won fI5o m j successful 
career on the European Tour. 
Last season he slumped from 
ninth to I26th but finished 13th 
in ihe US Open -the leading Eu- 
ropean - and earned a place in 
the Masters ai .Augusta Nation- 
al next month. He was fined 
£2.000 last summer for unpro- 
fessional conduct when, at a 
tournament in Sweden, he 
knocked a six-inch putt 20 yards 
off the green during a round of 
He was also fined for pour- 
ing a bowl of spaghetti over the 
head of fellow professional Rus- 
scll Ckvdon at a ftiris restaurant. 


Yesterday Roe shot 79 in 
the first round of the Moroccan 
Open but he was not in a frame 
of mind to telephone the 
Samaritans. “If Td scored that 
12 months ago I’d have gone 
home." Roe said. “T m going to 
stay out here and work on my 
game." He added that he has 
disposed of the gun.- 

Meanwhile. Europe’s Ryder 
Cup captain found himself in 
the wrong place at the wrong 
time. Most people were think- 
ing about cleaning their teeth 
when Seve Ballesteros teed off 
at 7.45am. The Comeback drew 
a gallery of three people and 
they were rewarded with a 
round of 78, six over par. 

“I don’t want to talk about my 
swing any more,” Ballesteros 
said. “I was hitting it all over the 
place. It's the same story all over 
again.” When Ballesteros, fresh 
from a five-month sabbatical, 
entered the Moroccan Open the 
event was scheduled for Agadir. 
It was switched to the Royal Dar 
es Salaam here after Agadir 
took more rain than Manches- 
ter when Old Tiafford is about 
to host a Test match. 

The trouble is that Dar es 
Salaam, which was designed 
by the American Robert Trent 
Jones, is no place for those who 
are seeking recuperation. At 
7,362 yards it is a long slog and. 


with cork trees lining the fair- 
ways, accuracy, as well as length. 



is of paramount importance. 
Ballesteros was short and way- 
ward. “1 hit only five greens in 
regulation," he said. ‘Tve no 
confidence at all.” 

Ballesteros, who had a solitary 
birdie, will have to find some- 
thing today if he is to stand a 
chance of making the half-way 
cut. For inspiration he could do 
worse than to look at the 
chameleon-like performance of 
the Frenchman Mafc Fanyi 
When it comes lo lacking con- 
fidence, nobody was lower than 
Fany, He missed the first four 
cuts of the season and was dis- 
qualified in Durban where he 
failed to receive a wake-up call 
and missed his tee time. 

So far this year his expenditure 
is £8,000, income zero and the re- 
sult, as Mr Micawber would 
have observed, is misery. “It's 
been a nightmare,” Farry said. “I 
can't stand the heat so I suffered 
in Singapore. Australia and 
South Africa but I had to take the 
gamble of playing in Morocco to 
try and make some money. ” 

.In a practice rounci on 
Wednesday his game was awful. 
“I was duck-booking every- 
thing and duffing shots so I 
worked for a couple of hours on 
my swing." Yesterday he shot 69, 
one stroke off the lead held by 
the Swede Peter Hedblom. Bar- 
ry. though, remains uncon- 
vinced that having turned into- 
a prince one day, he will not 
reappear as a frog the next. “I 
don’t know if my swing will hold' 
up under pressure,” he said. 
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Roe: working on his game 
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